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Chester Street Elementary recognizes that parents and family members are their child's first and most important teachers. We value the contributions of parents and family members as equal partners in education and are committed to building strong partnerships that support student academic achievement. The purpose of this policy is to describe how Chester Street Elementary will comply with the parent and family engagement requirements of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Section 1116, and strengthen meaningful partnerships between school, home, and community.
[bookmark: _heading=h.geh7ef6h3udj]1. Development and Annual Review of the Parent and Family Engagement Policy
Chester Street Elementary teachers, parents, and family members jointly developed this Parent and Family Engagement Policy to improve the academic achievement of all students. This policy will be distributed annually to all parents and family members at the beginning of each school year in a language and format they can understand and will be made available on the District website and in the Parent Resource Center.
The policy will be reviewed annually with parents and family members to evaluate the effectiveness of the Parent and Family Engagement Program in improving student academic achievement. The evaluation will identify barriers to participation, particularly for economically disadvantaged families, families with disabilities, families with limited English proficiency, families with limited literacy, and families of migratory children. Evaluation results will be used to revise the policy and improve future parent engagement activities.
[bookmark: _heading=h.i5thyn29f56j]2. Annual Title I Meeting
Chester Street Elementary will hold an annual Title I meeting at the beginning of each school year at a convenient time. All parents and family members of participating students will be invited and encouraged to attend.
Parents will receive information regarding:
· The Title I Schoolwide Program
· ESSA requirements
· Parent rights under Title I
· The School-Parent Compact
· School Parent and Family Engagement Policy
· District Parent and Family Engagement Policy
· Parent Right-to-Know Information
· Teacher Qualification Requirements
· Title I instructional programs and services
[bookmark: _heading=h.mck6yrk1yut5]3. Flexible Meeting Opportunities
Chester Street Elementary will provide a flexible number of meetings at various times to maximize parent participation.
Examples include:
· Annual Title I Meeting (Evening)
· Open House / Meet the Teacher (Evening)
· Parent-Teacher Conferences (Afternoon and Evening)
· Meetings requested by parents or teachers (Morning and Afternoon)
· Parent Workshops
· Spring Parent Revision Meeting
· Virtual meetings when appropriate
[bookmark: _heading=h.xkb5p5az6p1o]4. Ongoing Parent Involvement
Parents and family members will be involved in an organized, ongoing, and timely manner in planning, reviewing, and improving the Title I program and Parent and Family Engagement Policy.
Activities include:
· Annual review and revision meetings
· Parent surveys and questionnaires
· Feedback collected during Title I events
· Review of annual evaluation results
· Parent participation in planning future engagement activities
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Chester Street Elementary will provide timely information about Title I programs in English, Spanish, and other languages upon request.
Information includes:
· School-Parent Compact
· School Parent and Family Engagement Policy
· District Parent and Family Engagement Policy
· Parent Right-to-Know Letter
· Title I informational materials
· Meeting notices and invitations
Information will be distributed through:
· District website
· Parent Square
· Email
· District newsletters
· Other communication platforms as appropriate
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Chester Street Elementary will provide parents with information regarding:
· Pennsylvania Academic Standards
· District curriculum
· Classroom instructional programs
· State assessments (PSSA)
· Local assessments (STAR Renaissance and other district assessments)
· Student achievement expectations
Parents will receive this information through:
· Parent workshops
· Parent-teacher conferences
· Student report cards
· Parent meetings

[bookmark: _heading=h.hfg6jtgnslsk]7. Parent Input and Decision-Making
Parents may request meetings regarding the education of their child and participate, as appropriate, in educational decisions.
Examples include:
· Parent-Teacher Conferences
· Child Study Team Meetings
· Annual policy and compact review meetings
· Parent surveys
· Individual meetings requested by parents or staff
The school will respond promptly to parent recommendations whenever practicable.
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Chester Street Elementary will educate teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, and other staff, with the assistance of parents, regarding:
· The value of parent and family engagement
· Effective communication strategies
· Building positive school-family partnerships
· Culturally responsive family engagement
· Coordinating parent involvement programs
· Working with families as equal partners
Professional learning opportunities include:
· ACT 48 Professional Development
· Faculty Meetings
· State Parent Advisory Council (SPAC)
· Luzerne Intermediate Unit training
· State-mandated trainings
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Chester Street Elementary will assist parents in understanding:
· Pennsylvania Academic Standards
· State and local assessments
· Student progress monitoring
· Title I requirements
· Strategies for supporting learning at home
Parents will receive assistance through:
· Title I workshops
· Parent Literacy and Math Nights
· Parent-Teacher Conferences
· Child Study Meetings
· Skyward access to student information
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Chester Street Elementary will jointly develop and annually revise a School-Parent Compact that outlines the shared responsibility of parents, students, and school staff for improving academic achievement.
The compact will be:
· Reviewed annually during the Spring Revision Meeting
· Distributed at the beginning of each school year
· Available during Title I events
· Posted on the District website
· Available in English, Spanish, and additional languages upon request
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Chester Street Elementary will provide parents with training and materials that help them support student learning at home.
Resources include:
· Literacy workshops
· Mathematics workshops
· Educational technology training
· Grade-level learning materials
· Strategies for improving reading and mathematics skills at home
[bookmark: _heading=h.llkc4z4hmkqb]12. Coordination with Other Programs
Chester Street Elementary will coordinate parent engagement activities with other federal, state, local, and community programs whenever appropriate.
Partnerships include:
· Head Start
· Early Intervention Programs
· Community and School-Based Behavioral Health (CSBBH)
· SHINE After-School Tutoring Program
· Foster Grandparent Program
· Community agencies supporting families
[bookmark: _heading=h.53umuwexi9tz]13. Accessibility
Chester Street Elementary will ensure that all information and school reports are provided in a language and format parents can understand.
Translation and interpretation services will be provided upon request.
Documents will be translated into Spanish and additional languages as needed.
Meetings will be held in accessible locations, and reasonable accommodations will be provided for individuals with disabilities.
[bookmark: _heading=h.rgz40pwt4ej]14. Participation of All Families
Chester Street Elementary will provide opportunities, to the extent practicable, for the participation of all parents and family members, including:
· Parents with limited English proficiency
· Parents with disabilities
· Parents of migratory students
· Families experiencing economic hardship
Translation services, interpreters, ADA accommodations, and alternative meeting formats (including virtual meetings when appropriate) will be made available to encourage full participation.

[bookmark: _heading=h.xw7cqbgokfdn]Policy Adoption
This Parent and Family Engagement Policy has been jointly developed with parents and family members of participating children and has been adopted by Chester Street Elementary School.
The policy will be distributed annually to all parents of participating students and made available through the Wyoming Valley West School District website and the Chester Street Elementary Parent Resource Center.
Date Reviewed: ______________________
Date Adopted: ______________________
Principal: ____Mr. Patrick Keating________
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