Class of 2027 Senior Year Checklist

*Note-this checklist has a strong emphasis on 4-year college applications, especially at the beginning of the year.  If 4-year university is NOT your plan, stay tuned as we offer more field trips (BTC, WCC, employers) and invite industry professionals and recruiters to SQHS throughout the school year.

September
Keep your options open!  Explore community and technical colleges, apprenticeships, military, 4-year colleges and universities. 
· Schedule your senior meeting with your counselor to confirm you are on track for graduation and discuss future plans.
· Start getting information from specific colleges and universities
· Cal Poly and SDSU California system information 10/8 10:30am Counseling Office-Sign up with Ms. Gardisky
· Bellingham School District College Fair at Sehome HS 10/8
· Financial Aid and Scholarship presentations at the college fair
· WWU Local Senior Day 10/30-sign up with Ms. Gardisky
· Johns Hopkins University 10/21 12:30pm Counseling Office-sign up with Ms. Gardisky
· Seattle Pacific University information session 10/7 1pm Counseling Office-sign up with Ms. Gardisky
· Join us for field trips throughout the year to apprenticeships, technical colleges, and employers
· BP Cherry Point 9/24-Sign up with Ms. Gardisky
· WAVE Construction and Electrical Apprenticeships (Early October)
· Bellingham Technical College Tour Day (October)
· Ask select teachers/counselors/coaches etc. to write letters of recommendation if needed.
· Determine any testing requirements for your pathway and register for testing.  *Note: No colleges in Washington State require SAT/ACT for admissions. 
· SAT offered at SQHS 10/20
· View college essay prompts in CommonApp and other college applications and begin working on essays.
October
· Organize list of application deadlines.
· Narrow down list of prospective schools.  3-5 strong, well thought out applications seems to be a good target for most students.  
· Contact a recruiter if considering joining the military after high school.  Your counselor or Ms. Gardisky can help you find your recruiter.  The ASVAB will be offered throughout the year.
· Have an open and honest conversation with family about college costs. Remember to discuss housing options, work expectations, and tuition.  Counselors can help if you have questions.
· Thinking of attending an out of state school in the Western United States?  Check out the Western Undergraduate Exchange scholarship and see if your school participates.
· FAFSA and WASFA open on October 1st. YOU ONLY COMPLETE ONE!
· Be sure to add financial aid deadlines to your list.  Some grants and scholarships are based on meeting school deadlines.
· Have a trusted adult read through your college essays and give you feedback.
November/December
· Complete your FAFSA or WASFA application if you are considering attending any school or training after high school.  Completing the application gives you the most options at the end of the year.  You never HAVE to accept offers of aid if you choose not to attend school after graduation.
· FAFSA/WASFA night at Options High School 6pm-8pm (open to all students)
· Start submitting completed applications.  Some deadlines are in November. (ex: November 15 is UW Seattle’s only deadline).
· If requiring a letter of recommendation from teachers or counselors, request this 3 weeks prior to deadline.  Sending in an academic resume or autobiographical paragraph can help you recommender personalize your letter.
· Create or update your resume on School Links.  This is also a graduation requirement

January
· Submit applications for any colleges that are due this month.
· There is still time to complete the FAFSA and WASFA
· FAFSA/WASFA night at Squalicum High School 6pm-8pm
· Create your Whatcom Community Foundation Scholarship profile

February/March 
· Continue applying for scholarships. Goal: 3 scholarship applications completed by 3/31.
· Research housing options for next year, make notes of any deadlines.
· At the end of March, follow up with colleges that you haven’t heard from.  Ensure you have submitted all required application materials.
· Apply to technical college programs like Automotive Technology, Welding, HVAC, Medical Assisting.
· Apply to a 2-year college (WCC, BTC, Skagit.) 
· Apply to apprenticeship programs.
· There is still time to complete your Financial Aid application (FAFSA or WASFA)
· There is still time to apply to some 4-year colleges
April
· Finalize decisions. Be sure to wait for financial aid offers from each school before making your final decision.
· Finish strong. Colleges review final grades to confirm acceptance.  Final grades can also impact scholarship $.
May/Early June 
· See your physician to make sure that your vaccines are up to date for future plans.
· Update resume and begin applying for jobs.
· Write thank-you notes to teachers, coaches, advisors and counselors for helping you through the process.
· Accept financial aid and determine if you need to accept student loans (tuition, housing, books).  There is usually a separate process for accepting student loans through your Financial Aid portal.
· Request final transcript as part of senior checkout forms.
· GRADUATE You did it!  

Early Summer
· Enjoy time with friends and family and make some memories.
· Send deposits for housing (if you haven’t already) and contact your roommate (if known).
· Sign up for orientation and enroll in classes.
· Be sure you have completed and passed placement tests for English and Math.
· Send AP scores to college if needed.
· Contact the financial aid office at the college you plan to attend if you have questions and sign up for work study or search for campus job opportunities if applicable.

