Dear CPS Families,
September is School Attendance Awareness Month, and we are joining schools across Columbia Public Schools in highlighting an important part of student success: being at school, every day and ready to learn.
This year, CPS is launching a districtwide attendance campaign with a simple message:
Be Here. Be Ready. Belong.
Regular attendance matters. Each day at school gives students opportunities to learn, build relationships, participate in activities and feel connected to their school community. When students miss school, they miss more than classroom instruction. They also miss experiences and connections that are difficult to recreate.
We also understand that there are times when students need to miss school because of illness or other circumstances. Our goal is not simply to count absences. We want to partner with families, understand barriers to attendance and help students be at school whenever possible.
Families can help by making regular, on-time attendance a priority, scheduling appointments outside the school day when possible and communicating with us when circumstances make getting to school difficult. If your family is experiencing a challenge that is affecting your student's attendance, please reach out. We want to work with you and connect you with support when we can.
Most importantly, we want every student to know that their presence matters. When students are here, our school community is stronger.
Thank you for your partnership and for helping us make every school day count.
Be Here. Be Ready. Belong.
Sincerely,
[Principal Name]
Principal
[School Name]
Columbia Public Schools

