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CANTON PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT
Office of Curriculum & Instruction
Literacy & Early Childhood Education



PARENT COMMUNICATION & HOME LEARNING PLAN
PreKindergarten–Grade 2  |  Literacy-Based Promotion Act Family Support  |  2026–2027
	Purpose:  To create a consistent, two-way partnership with parents and caregivers by sharing student progress clearly, providing practical home strategies, and connecting families to Mississippi Department of Education literacy resources. The goal is to help every child build the early reading, writing, language, math, and learning habits needed for long-term success.


· Provide timely, respectful, and family-friendly information about learning, attendance, behavior, assessments, interventions, and school events.
· Help families understand what their child is expected to know and do at each grade level.
· Give parents and caregivers simple, evidence-aligned strategies that can be practiced at home using everyday materials.
· Build two-way communication so families can ask questions, share observations, and participate in problem-solving.
· Communicate early when a student needs additional support and explain the school plan, home support, and follow-up timeline.
· Ensure communication is accessible to families of English learners and students with disabilities, including translated or alternate formats when needed.
· Prepare K–2 families for Mississippi Literacy-Based Promotion Act expectations before students enter Grade 3.
· ClassDojo, Parent Square, Remind, or district-approved family communication platform for routine updates and reminders.
· Phone calls for concerns that require discussion, clarification, or immediate follow-up.
· Email for documentation, resource links, and longer messages.
· Parent conferences, literacy nights, family workshops, and school events for two-way learning and partnership.
· Student folders, newsletters, school websites, and district communication for printed or schoolwide information.
· Translation/interpretation and accessible formats when needed so families can participate meaningfully.
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	Communication
	Minimum Frequency
	Purpose
	Examples

	Weekly classroom update
	Weekly
	Keep families connected to current learning and upcoming needs.
	Learning targets, vocabulary/phonics focus, math focus, reminders, one home strategy

	Student progress update
	At least monthly; more often when intervention is provided
	Share strengths, needs, and growth in clear language.
	Work samples, screener data, progress-monitoring trend, specific skill to practice

	Family contact for concern
	As soon as a meaningful concern is identified
	Begin problem-solving early; avoid surprises.
	Phone call, conference, ClassDojo/email follow-up, parent square, intervention/IRP discussion

	Family learning resources
	Monthly and around assessment windows
	Build parent knowledge and provide practical tools.
	MDE links, read-at-home activities, literacy/math games, attendance tips

	Parent conference
	At scheduled conferences and as needed
	Create a shared plan for student growth.
	Strengths, priority skill, school strategy, home strategy, follow-up date

	 Progress Monitoring Parent Reports
	Monthly
	Clearly communicate student diagnostic results, explain strengths and learning gaps, and provide families with actionable ways to support academic growth at home.
	 Parent Letters, Star Parent Letters, Diagnostic Data

	Standard Based Report Cards
	Quartley
	Communicate student mastery of kindergarten standards and identify areas needing continued growth and support.
	M – Mastered | P – Progressing | D – Developing | N – Not Yet Demonstrated



1. Begin with a specific student strength or positive observation.
2. Name the skill in plain language: “We are working on hearing the individual sounds in words,” rather than using unexplained technical terms.
3. Share one clear piece of evidence: a work sample, screener result, teacher observation, or progress-monitoring trend.
4. Explain what the school is doing to support the child.
5. Give one to three short home strategies that directly match the skill.
6. Invite the parent/caregiver to ask questions and share what they notice at home.
7. Set a follow-up point when additional support is needed and document the communication.



	Keep it short, positive, and consistent:  Families do not need expensive materials or long worksheets. A predictable routine can include 10–15 minutes of reading/language plus 5 minutes of writing, word play, or math. Stop before frustration becomes the focus and contact the teacher if the work is consistently too difficult.



	Skill Area
	What Families Can Do at Home

	Talk & Vocabulary
	Talk throughout the day. Name objects, describe actions, compare things, and ask open-ended questions such as “What do you notice?” and “Why do you think that happened?”

	Read Aloud
	Read picture books daily. Let the child point to pictures, predict, retell, and talk about characters or events.

	Sound Play
	Sing songs, say nursery rhymes, clap syllables in names, identify rhyming words, and notice beginning sounds.

	Print & Writing
	Help the child recognize and write their first name. Draw, scribble, trace, and label pictures. Notice print on signs, food packages, and labels.

	Early Math
	Count real objects; sort by color/shape/size; compare more/less/same; make patterns; name shapes; use position words such as above, below, beside, and behind.

	Independence & SEL
	Practice taking turns, following 1–2 step directions, cleaning up, naming feelings, and using words to ask for help.



	Skill Area
	What Families Can Do at Home

	Phonological/Phonemic Awareness
	Practice rhyming, blending spoken sounds, segmenting simple words into sounds, and identifying first/last sounds without showing letters first.

	Letters & Phonics
	Review letter names and sounds in short sets. Connect sounds to letters and build/read simple words with the patterns taught at school.

	Reading
	Read aloud together and let the child reread familiar or decodable text. Encourage looking through the word sound by sound rather than guessing from the picture.

	Writing
	Draw and write about one event, book, or idea. Encourage the child to stretch words and write the sounds heard.

	Math
	Count forward/backward; compare numbers; make numbers with objects; solve simple joining/separating stories with toys or snacks.

	Confidence
	Praise specific effort: “You went back and checked every sound.” Keep practice brief and successful.




	Skill Area
	What Families Can Do at Home

	Decoding
	Practice reading words with the phonics patterns taught in class. Ask the child to look at all parts of the word and blend the sounds.

	Fluency
	Read a short passage aloud, then reread it 2–3 times across the week to improve accuracy, smoothness, and expression.

	Vocabulary
	Choose one or two new words from reading. Discuss meaning, examples/nonexamples, and use each word in a new sentence.

	Comprehension
	Ask who, what, when, where, why, and how. Ask the child to show where the answer came from in the text or picture.

	Writing
	Write 2–4 connected sentences about a book or experience. Check capitals, spaces, punctuation, and whether the ideas make sense.

	Math
	Practice addition/subtraction using drawings, objects, number lines, or mental strategies. Ask, “How did you solve it?”



	Skill Area
	What Families Can Do at Home

	Word Reading
	Break longer words into syllables or known word parts. Look for prefixes, suffixes, vowel patterns, and familiar word families.

	Fluency
	Read aloud daily. Reread short text with attention to punctuation, phrasing, accuracy, and expression.

	Comprehension
	Discuss main idea, key details, sequence, problem/solution, character response, author’s message, and evidence from the text.

	Vocabulary
	Use context and word parts to think about unfamiliar words; then use the word in conversation or writing.

	Writing
	Write a short paragraph with a topic sentence, supporting details, and a closing sentence. Revise one thing for clarity.

	Math
	Practice place value, addition/subtraction facts and strategies, measurement, money, time, and real-life problem solving. Always ask the child to explain the reasoning.





	Reading Component
	Simple Home Strategy
	Parent Prompt

	Oral Language
	Have real conversations; ask children to explain, describe, compare, and retell.
	“Tell me more.” / “What happened first, next, and last?”

	Phonological Awareness
	Play with spoken words and sounds: rhymes, syllables, beginning/ending sounds, and blending/segmenting.
	“What word do these sounds make: /m/ /a/ /p/?”

	Phonics/Word Recognition
	Practice the letter-sound patterns currently taught at school and read words by attending to each sound/part.
	“Look at the letters. What sounds do you see? Blend them together.”

	Fluency
	Reread short, appropriate text for accuracy and expression; adults may model a sentence first.
	“Read it again smoothly, like you are talking.”

	Vocabulary
	Talk about new words from books and everyday routines; give a child-friendly meaning and examples.
	“What does that word mean here? Can you use it in a new sentence?”

	Comprehension
	Ask questions before, during, and after reading; retell and discuss key details/evidence.
	“What is the text mostly about? What detail helped you know?”

	Writing
	Connect reading to drawing/writing; encourage sound-based spelling for younger learners and revision for older learners.
	“Say your sentence. Now write the sounds/words you hear.”


Mississippi’s Literacy-Based Promotion Act emphasizes grade-level reading development in kindergarten through Grade 3. PreK is not part of the Grade 3 promotion requirement, but strong oral language, phonological awareness, alphabet knowledge, vocabulary, and print awareness build the foundation for later reading success. MDE states that the LBPA includes K–3 literacy supports, Individual Reading Plans, and Grade 3 promotion requirements connected to the statewide reading assessment.
· Expect regular information about your child’s reading development and screening results.
· If your child is identified as needing additional literacy support, ask what specific skill is being targeted, what intervention is being provided, and how progress will be monitored.
· Ask whether an Individual Reading Plan (IRP) applies to your child and request a family-friendly explanation of the goals and supports.
· Use home strategies that match the child’s current instructional skill rather than adding unrelated worksheets.
· Keep copies of progress reports, screening information, intervention/IRP documents, and questions for conferences.
· By Grade 2, families should understand that Grade 3 includes a statewide reading requirement for promotion, subject to statutory good-cause exemptions; early support is intended to prevent students from reaching Grade 3 with unresolved reading gaps.
· What did my child’s most recent universal screener show?
· Which reading skill is strongest right now? Which skill should we focus on next?
· Is my child currently meeting grade-level expectations? Please explain the data in plain language.
· What instruction or intervention is the school providing for the priority skill?
· Does my child have an Individual Reading Plan or another intervention/support plan?
· How often is progress monitored, and when will we review the results together?
· What exact activity can I practice at home for 10–15 minutes?

	MDE Resources:  The links below are official Mississippi Department of Education resources or MDE-promoted family literacy supports. Schools may share these links through ClassDojo, newsletters, parent conferences, literacy nights, websites, and QR-code handouts. Links verified September 2, 2026.



	Resource
	How Families Can Use It

	MDE Literacy-Based Promotion Act (LBPA)
Click the link below:
https://www.mdek12.org/literacy/lbpa/
	Official overview of the law, K–3 literacy expectations, and implementation supports.

	MDE Literacy, K–3 / Literacy Homepage
Click the link below:
https://www.mdek12.org/literacy/
	K–3 literacy information, parent letters, state literacy resources, and current MDE literacy supports.

	MDE Literacy Resources for Parents
Click the link below:
https://mdek12.org/literacy/resourceparents/
	Parent Read-at-Home Plan, Helping Your Child Learn to Read (K–3), Families as Partners resources, and learning-at-home activities.

	MDE Family Read-at-Home Plan for Student Success
Click the link below:
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/MDE/OAE/OEER/Literacy/8.1.24_printer_friendly_family_read-at-home_plan_final_edits_complete.pdf
	Kindergarten–Grade 4 family guide with practical reading activities and support ideas.

	MDE Universal Screener & Diagnostic Assessment Parent Information
Click the link below:
https://mdek12.org/studentassessment/usda/
	Current parent notification letters and information connected to screening and early identification.

	Strong Readers = Strong Leaders Mississippi
Click the link below:
https://strongreadersms.com/
	MDE-promoted family literacy website with activities and information families can use to build reading skills from early childhood forward.




	Grade
	Best Starting Resources
	Home Focus

	PreK
	MDE Literacy Resources for Parents + Strong Readers
	Oral language, vocabulary, read-alouds, rhyming, sound awareness, alphabet knowledge, and print awareness.

	Kindergarten
	MDE Family Read-at-Home Plan + MDE screening information
	Phonemic awareness, letter-sound relationships, beginning decoding, writing sounds in words, and understanding screener results.

	Grade 1
	MDE Family Read-at-Home Plan + MDE Literacy Resources for Parents
	Accurate decoding, fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, sentence writing, and targeted support based on progress data.

	Grade 2
	LBPA page + Family Read-at-Home Plan + screening information
	Word analysis, accurate/fluent reading, comprehension, writing, early intervention, and preparation for Grade 3 literacy expectations.



· Continue talking, reading, singing, and telling stories in the home language. Strong language skills support literacy and learning additional languages.
· Use pictures, gestures, real objects, routines, and repeated phrases to support understanding.
· Allow children to point, draw, act out, or answer with short phrases while oral English develops.
· Request translated information or interpretation when needed for meaningful participation in conferences and school decisions.
· Use home strategies that align with the child’s IEP, 504 plan, intervention plan, or other individualized supports.
· Break tasks into smaller steps and use visual schedules, checklists, manipulatives, or approved assistive technology when helpful.
· Offer multiple ways to respond: speaking, pointing, drawing, manipulating objects, or using communication supports.
· Keep home practice positive and brief; contact the teacher or service provider if a task consistently causes frustration.
· Attend school every day and arrive on time whenever possible; early literacy instruction builds skill by skill and missed instruction can compound.
· Create predictable morning, after-school, reading, and bedtime routines.
· Give specific praise for effort and strategy use: “You kept working through that word and checked the sounds.”
· Notify the school about circumstances affecting attendance, learning, or behavior so staff can help connect the family with support.
· Identify the school’s primary family communication platform(s) and communicate expectations for use.
	Together, we can build strong readers and confident learners.  Canton Public School District values families as essential partners in student achievement. Schools will communicate clearly, listen respectfully, and provide practical support. Families are encouraged to stay connected, read and talk with children every day, practice targeted skills, ask questions early, and celebrate growth.
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