Breaking Barriers
Course Name: 5th Grade ELA
Time Frame (in minutes): 40 minutes daily - about a week to complete Unit/Theme: Breaking Barriers and overcoming adversities
Grade Level: 5th Grade

	CONTENT AND SKILLS

	Learning Objectives:
By the end of the unit, students will be able to
· explain who Jackie Robinson was and why he is an important historical figure
· compare Jackie Robinson’s experiences to another civil rights figure (e.g., Ruby Bridges)
· make connections between Jackie Robinson’s experiences and fairness today
· use digital sources to gather information about Jackie Robinson’s life and achievements
· record notes using a digital organizer or document

	Essential Questions:

· What challenges did Jackie Robinson and Ruby Bridges face, and how did those challenges shape their actions and choices?

	Students I can statements . . .

· explain why Jackie Robinson is an important historical figure.

· describe a barrier Jackie Robinson broke and why it mattered.

· use details from a text to show how Jackie Robinson showed courage.

· explain what breaking barriers means and give examples from history.

	How will you meet the needs of SWD and ENL students?

The lesson can be adapted to meet students where they are. Leveled texts/audio can be utilized, students can work with a working partner and students can work in small groups for extra support.

	Content Standards
List all standards and how learners will meet the standard




	5R3: In informational texts, explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts based on specific evidence from the text
5R6: In informational texts, analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences in the point of view they represent. (RI)
5SL5: Include digital media and/or visual displays in presentations to emphasize and enhance central ideas and themes

	NYS Computer Science and Digital Fluency Standards
List all standards and how learners will meet the standard

	· 4-6.IC.6 Accessibility
· 4-6.CT.2 Data Analysis & Visualization

NYS SEL BENCHMARKS -
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/student-support-services/sel-bench marks.pdf
· 2B.3c. Reflect on the role of bias against individual, social, and cultural differences in bullying, stereotyping, prejudice, and microaggressions.
· 2A.3a. Practice perspective-taking to infer understanding of others’ thoughts, feelings, and intentions.
· 2B.1b. Express respectful curiosity about the history and lived experiences of others.



	INSTRUCTIONAL PLAN




	

	Day 1 through 5
Hook- students are given a scenario ‘Imagine you were told that you could not do your absolute favorite hobby’ because you were a girl or because you have red hair…’ Have students think about how that would make them feel and how they might react. Students turn and share in their groups.
· Whole class discussion about what we will be learning, the expected outcomes and the essential question
· Introduce new vocabulary words for the unit
· Students choose a leveled passage to read about Ruby Bridges - put students in groups to discuss WHO Ruby Bridges is and WHAT she did that made her a big part of changes that were made in the world. Students may choose to read or follow along as they listen to the passage being read to them. (4-6IC.6)
· Introduce the Choice Board activity- explain expectations and how they will be utilizing technology to further understand what ‘Breaking Barriers’ means by learning about Jackie Robinson and Ruby Bridges
· Discuss expectations for class time and completion of activities
· Students will be given time in class to work on the Choice Board
· Beginning of each class will start with review of expectations and outcomes of the lesson
· End of each class will be group discussion/reflection of what they learned
· Exit ticket - Students will complete a digital exit ticket comparing and contrasting the challenges Jackie Robinson and Ruby Bridges faced citing evidence from the various digital resources used throughout the lessons. (4-6CT.3)




	MATERIALS / RESOURCES

	· Paving the Way



Reflection

My lesson and resources will be used to meet the NYS CS&DF standards. Standard 4-6.IC.6, Accessibility, relates to the reading and identifying the needs and wants of
diverse users and considering perspectives of users with different backgrounds, ability levels, points of view, and abilities. This connects and relates to identifying similarities and differences in two historical figures (Jackie Robinson and Ruby Bridges). Standard 4-6.CT.3, Data Analysis & Visualization, using digital tools to collect & organize information connected to the Breaking Barriers lesson through research using a choice board.

Reflection 

Throughout this project I found it easy to incorporate different digital resources and aspects of the lessons, but wasn’t sure how they aligned with the standards. Ensuring that the students were truly getting the most out of the materials and learning how to use digital tools appropriately and in new ways was the key to making these connections. Using standard 4-6.IC.6 (Accessibility) was one way to help differentiate for students by allowing them to read the passages on their own or listen to it being read to them while following along. Using standard 4-6.CT.3 (Data analysis and visualization), the students were able to gather information from different sources in order to compare and contrast two important figures from history. The way this was set up gave the students autonomy by allowing them to choose from various sources and work at their own pace.
