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2026-2027 GateKey Scholarship Application

** (GateKey is a needs-based scholarship and proof of income is required) **

The GateKey Scholarship program assists students with significant financial need in making an early start in preparing to attend college through mentoring and college prep assistance. Upon graduation from Cartersville High School, GateKey will provide up to $7,500 in scholarship funds to be used within four years and paying up to $1,875/semester, after Pell and HOPE/Zell have been applied to the student’s college account. GateKey funds will only be paid directly to the college if a balance remains after Pell funds and HOPE/Zell scholarships are applied. GateKey has touched the lives of more than 260 students since 2008. 
This application will consist of: 
· A completed GateKey Scholarship application
· A copy of the first page of parents/guardians most recent tax return
· A letter of recommendation from a teacher
· [bookmark: _Hlk175667615][bookmark: _GoBack]Two essays, each 250 – 300 words, double-spaced responding to: 1.) “Why College is Important to Me” including college and career plans, and 2.) “Why do you need this scholarship?”
To qualify, applicant must: 
· Currently be enrolled at CHS, in grades 9 through 12
· Have maintained a “C” or above in all classes
· Have a qualifying family income (sesame as free/reduced lunch federal guidelines) 
· Must be able to enroll in college as a United State Citizen
· Have had no discipline issues
Applications will be reviewed by a selection committee with qualifying applicants moving on to a panel interview. Final selections will be made following all interviews.
Application Deadline (must be turned in by):  Return to Lisa Bell in the Navigation Center or Mrs. Sloan in Counseling Office, before 3:00 p.m., Friday, October 2, 2026.
Interviews and selections will take place later in October.
Any questions should be directed to Lisa Bell, Cartersville Schools Foundation President
770-387-4710 or lbell@cartersvilleschools.org
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GateKey Scholarship Application (Page 1)



Student’s Name: ________________________________________________________________

Student’s High School Graduation Year: (circle) 	2027          2028       2029       2030

Address:  ______________________________________________________________________

Email Address:  _________________________________________________________________

Student’s Phone # ________________________________________________________________

Student Lives With:  ______________________________________________________________

Parents/Guardians Name: __________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Phone # __________________________________________________________

Father’s Employer: _______________________________________________________________

Mother’s Employer: ______________________________________________________________
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GateKey Scholarship Application (Page 2)


List any extracurricular activities you participate in at school and at what grade level: 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

List any awards or recognitions you have received (Renaissance, Honor’s Night, etc.) and grade level: 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

List any volunteer work or community service projects you have done while in high school and grade level: 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

List any paid employment and grade level: 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

IMPORTANT!
· Please attach your two essays: 250 – 300 words each, double-spaced responding to: 1.) “Why College is Important to Me” including college and career plans, and 2.) “This teacher had the greatest impact on me because….”
· Please attach first page of most recent tax return to verify eligibility. (must qualify free/reduced lunch.)
· Please attach a letter of recommendation from a teacher. 
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