De Smet Jesuit Retreat Cell Phone/Technology Policy 
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Cell phones and other computer, Internet and music technologies have become a dominant part of our culture and of life at De Smet. They represent vast, new potential for productivity, creativity and entertainment. While it is certainly true that they can be tools for growth, it is also clear that they present tremendous challenges to personal and spiritual development. 

De Smet’s school policies aim to set guidelines or limits on technology based upon the context of a particular activity or program and the judgment of the teachers, staff and administrators who direct and supervise those activities. 


Retreats have a unique and especially significant place among our programs for the spiritual formation of students. They offer rare opportunities for extended prayer, reflection, conversation and participation in the Sacraments. The experiences of silence, solitude, personal encounter, and awareness of God's presence require an open "space" that must be cultivated in practical ways if a retreat is to have an impact on a young man. It is with all of this in mind that De Smet has formulated its policy on the use of cell phones, computers and other electronic technologies on retreats. By refraining from the use of these technologies on retreat, we believe we are taking a powerful, practical step to invite our students into the unique “space” and graces a retreat can provide. 

Policy:

Therefore, cell phones will be collected at the beginning of all retreats and will be returned at the end of the retreat. Smart watches, tablets, music players, computers or any other electronic devices are not allowed on De Smet overnight retreats, and should be left at home.  This includes our Freshman Pilgrim retreat, and Sophomore AMDG retreat as well as our Junior & Senior Kairos retreats and other overnight retreats. Retreat directors will make arrangements for parent contact with their son in the case of an emergency. Carrying or using these technologies on retreat will be regarded as a serious violation of school policy and, depending on range of severity, may result in the student being sent home from retreat and further discipline, pending a meeting with the Dean of Students. 
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