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ATTENDANCE POLICY
**Mandated by the State Department of Education and BESE**
Ouachita Parish School Board policy requires that students in grades K – 8 can miss no more than a total of 10 days in the school year (5/semester).  (“Total” means excused and unexcused absences.)  For excessive absences due to extenuating circumstances, parents must make a formal appeal to the CWA.

If a student is late for school arriving after 7:40, he/she must report to the office. A parent does not need to check their student in. He/She will be given an admit slip to class. The student will present the admit slip to his/her teacher at that time. (This will be an admit slip, not an excuse.) For checkouts after 8th period, 2:10 is considered early dismissal. If the student has been to a doctor or dentist, a doctor's excuse will be needed to excuse the occurrence, as well as any classes the student may have missed. Excuses will be turned into the front office.

Attendance: 
· The highest rate of learning and retention of learning occurs when students are present for instruction.    As stakeholders, we must all work on ways to ensure that our students are in class daily and on time for each class. We are implementing a series of changes in our procedures to help ensure our students’ instructional time is preserved and maximized. Thank you for your cooperation.   
· ABSENTEE EXCUSES ARE DUE to the school office UPON RETURN TO SCHOOL or faxed: 318-432-2149. 

Late to School/Early Dismissal Discipline Policy 
1st Occurrence:	Immediate verbal acknowledgement (Unexcused Check In/Out)
2nd Occurrence:	Email and/or Call to Parent (Unexcused Check In/Out)
3rd Occurrence:	Writing Behavior Assignment w/parent signature (Unexcused Check In/Out)
4th Occurrence:  	ISD; Parent meeting/appointment (Unexcused Check In/Out)
5th Occurrence:	2 ISD (Unexcused Check In/Out)
6th Occurrence:	See matrix below. District Discipline Policy; FINS referral.
	Is habitually late to school/early to check out.  
Starting on 6th offense 

	MPC
Saturday Seminar
Truancy Office Notified 
	MPC 
1-Day Susp  

	MPC 
Visit w/ School Counselor
2 -Day Susp

	MPC 
3 -Day Susp CWA 
	MPC 
5-Day Susp w/
Recommendation for Alternative Placement 
Hearing w/CWA 



6th graders AND NEW students will be given until 08/21 to acclimate to the transition of exchanging classes each period and other new transitions associated with the middle school environment. 7th and 8th grade students will begin on Friday, August 14th.

CHECKING IN TO SCHOOL
  Students who arrive late to school (after 7:40 first period bell) must check in at the Office. A parent is not needed to check a student into school. 

LA. RS233. Any student who is a juvenile and who is habitually absent from school or is habitually late to school/early departure shall be reported by visiting teachers and supervisors of child welfare and attendance to the family or juvenile court of the parish or city as a truant child, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 2 of Title VII of the Louisiana Children's Code. No more than a total of 10 days in the school year (5/semester).  (“Total” means excused and unexcused absences.)

CHECKING OUT OF SCHOOL
1. Students may check out of school in the Main Office when determined necessary by parents and/or administration. Parents are encouraged to schedule all NON-ESSENTIAL appointments for after school hours. 
2. Checkouts after 8th period, 2:10 is considered early dismissal. 
3. Students are allowed to check themselves into school but NOT allowed to check themselves out.
4. Parents are required to personally check out students in the Main Office, and a valid ID is Mandatory.
5. Parents, or designee on entrance form, can only check out their own child or children.
6. An administrator must confirm any emergency check out (illness or family emergency).
7. Students who return the same day must check back in to school.
8. Students will not be allowed to check out for lunch.
9. If your child rides a bus and another student wants to ride home with your child, a note must be written and signed by a parent giving permission and it must be signed by the front office administration and to be given to the bus driver. Signatures from administration must be obtained prior to dismissal.
10. No changes can be made after 2:30 for how a student is to get home.
11. No checkouts after 2:30 to protect our students’ instructional time.
6th graders AND NEW students will be given (1) week to acclimate to the transition of exchanging classes each period and other new transitions associated with the middle school environment. At the end of week one, we will assess and determine if a second week is needed.  7th and 8th grade students will begin on Day #2.


STUDENT USE OF CELL PHONES AND OTHER
ELECTRONIC TELECOMMUNICATION DEVICES
(Smart/Apple Watches/Smart/Meta Glasses/AirPods (any ear buds not wired/Beats (any over the ear headphones/ Video Games/Controllers) 


The Ouachita Parish School Board shall prohibit, as outlined in La. Rev. Stat. Ann. §17:239, students from using or operating cell phones, cameras, video tape recorders, digital recorders of any kind, or any electronic telecommunication device in public school buildings and on school buses used to transport public school students.  Cell phone “use” is defined for this policy as the cell phone or device being in the “on” position or mode.  Student cell phones or devices are required to be kept out of sight and turned off during school hours in a school building or on school grounds, or whenever on a school bus.  This policy is inclusive of any such device as stipulated above in a student’s possession.




MIDDLE CELL PHONE/ELECTRONIC DEVICES DISCIPLINE (Smart/Apple Watches/Smart/Meta Glasses/AirPods (any ear buds not wired/Beats (any over the ear headphones/ Video Games/Controllers) 

School administrators shall use the following procedure as corrective action for any student who violates this policy:
First offense:	
Parents will be called. Parent/Guardian may pick the device up prior to 3:00 pm Monday-Friday. Students shall receive a written report (minor infraction).
Second offense:	
Parent/Guardian will be called. Parent/Guardian may pick the device up prior to 3:00 pm Monday -Friday. Students shall be assigned to Saturday Seminar (minor infraction or written referral).
Third offense:
Parent/Guardian shall be called. Parent/Guardian may pick the device up prior to 3:00 pm Monday-Friday. The student will be allowed to return to school campus after meeting with a Child Welfare and Attendance (CWA) Officer. This must be done within a five (5) day period. During the time away from school, students will be responsible for all online coursework.  Students identified by Section 504 or Bulletin 1508 must report to CWA within three (3) days.
Fourth offense:	
Parent/Guardian will be called. Parent/Guardian may pick up the device after suspension has been served. If the parent demands immediate phone return; the device may not be returned for the remainder of the year. The student will be given three (3) days in-school suspension. 
Parents/guardians need to understand that there is no excuse (including that the parent/guardian is attempting to contact the student) for a student to be on their cell phone/device during the day. It’s the LAW! If a parent needs to communicate with a student, they need to contact the main office of the school. 


STUDENT DRESS CODE

The policy of the Ouachita Parish School Board shall be that no mode of attire shall be considered proper for school wear that disrupts the classroom and/or the school's positive learning environment. In questions regarding student dress and grooming, the principal or his/her designee of each school shall make the final decision as to what is considered proper or improper dress according to the guidelines provided. The School Board desires to teach each student to use good judgment in his/her total appearance so that the attention of others is not distracted from the purpose of the school. Cleanliness and the values of the community shall be a basic consideration.


BODY ARMOR
It shall be unlawful and against School Board policy for any student or non-student to wear or possess on his/her person, at any time, body armor on any School Board property, school campus, at a school-sponsored function, on a school bus or other school transportation, or in a firearm-free zone, with limited exceptions as enumerated in La. Rev. Stat. Ann. §14:95.9, which includes permitting a student to wear, carry, or possess a backpack on school property or a school bus that has bullet-resistant metal or other material intended to provide protection from weapons or bodily injury.
School-sponsored functions shall include, but not be limited to, athletic competitions, dances, parties, or any extracurricular activities. A firearm-free zone means any area inclusive of any school campus and within 1,000 feet of any such school campus, and within a school bus, wherein the possession of firearms is prohibited, except as specifically set forth in La. Rev. Stat. Ann. §§14:95.2(C) and 14:95.6(B).

DRESS AND PERSONAL GROOMING
Student dress, grooming and personal hygiene are not to adversely affect the students' participation in classes, school programs, other school-related activities or detract from the learning environment of the school. Extremes in style and fit in student dress and extremes in style of grooming will not be permitted. Administrators are authorized to use their discretion in determining extremes in styles of dress and grooming and what is appropriate and suitable for school wear. No student shall wear, possess, use, distribute, display or sell any clothing, jewelry, emblem, blade, symbols, sign or other things which are evidence of affiliation with drugs, alcohol, violence or gang related activities or exhibits profane or obscene language/gestures. Policies regarding dress and grooming stress the importance of reducing distractions that inhibit learning and are addressed as an attempt to enhance the learning environment.

The following general guidelines are required in all grades.

1. Clothing:
● Hooded garments will not be allowed. Including hoods on outerwear.
● Clothing with suggestive words, pictures, lyrics, slogans, references to drugs, alcohol, tobacco, violence, will not be allowed.
● Jeans and pants should not have any skin showing. No holes or rips.
● Mini skirts should not be worn. Skirts must be middle fingertip length when standing up.
● Spandex based pants that fit like leggings may only be worn under a regular dress or skirt. 
● No leggings.
● Dresses must not be fitted to the body, no skin showing, must be middle fingertip length when standing up.
● No off the shoulder or see through tops showing skin.
● No midriff showing, when raising your hands into the air, a tank top can be work under the shirt.
● All shorts must be middle fingertip length when standing up. No rolling of the waistband. 
● No swim trunks, boxers or pajama shorts, or pajama pants.
● No hats, caps, bandanas, du-rags, bonnets, etc. permitted.


2. Body Piercings:
Ear piercings may be worn, if not excessive in size, that could pose a safety issue to the student or cause a distraction to the learning environment. Only nose studs may be worn by high school students (grades 9-12). No other piercings are allowed.

3. Hair Styles:
The School Board shall not exclude a student on account of a natural, protective or cultural hairstyle. Natural, protective, or cultural hairstyle shall include, but is not limited to, afros, dreadlocks, twists, locs, braids, cornrow braids, Bantu knots, curls, and hair styled to protect hair texture or for cultural significance.
● Hair styles or hairdos are required to be clean and neat. 
● Hair styles that cause a disturbance or attract undue attention to a student will not be allowed.
4. Shoes/Footwear: Students will not be allowed to wear house shoes, house slippers, flip-flops, other backless shoes due to safety concerns.

FINAL SAY ON DRESS CODE: The principal or designee will have the final say on the dress code. Privileges can be revoked at any time.

DRESS CODE VIOLATIONS & CONSEQUENCES         
Students who violate the dress code shall be disciplined in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct.  The district has revised the consequences for dress code for the 2026-27 school year.  Please note below.  
 
	Incident
	1st Occurrence
	2nd Occurrence 
	3rd Occurrence
	4th Occurrence
	5th Occurrence

	Improper Dress
	Mandatory Parent Contact
1-2 Days ISD
	Mandatory Parent Contact
1-Day Suspension
	Mandatory Parent Contact
School Counselor Session
2-Day Suspension
	Mandatory Parent
Contact
3-Day Suspension
CWA Conference
	Mandatory Parent Contact
5-D Suspension
Recommend Alt Placement
CWA Hearing



If you have any doubts about your clothing meeting dress code, DO NOT WEAR IT TO SCHOOL.



































26-27 STUDENT/PARENT POLICY SIGNATURE PAGE
Dress Code / Cell Phone / Attendance

***To be completed and returned this page only, to Sterlington Middle School no later than Aug 21, 2026. Please keep the policy information. 


My child, ____________________________________ (PRINT student name) and
 I, _________________________________________ (PRINT parent/gaurdian name) have read and understand the OPSB district cell phone policy, attendance policy and dress code policy and how it will be handled at Sterlington Middle for the 2025-26 school year.   


Print Parent/Guardian Name: ____________________________	
Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________	
Print Student Name: ___________________________	
Student Signature  ___________________________

Date ___________

My student is in grade.  ______.  
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