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To: 		Members of the Board of Education
		Cory Gibson, Superintendent of Schools
From:		Alvie Cater
Date:		July 29, 2026 
Subject:	Addendum to student handbooks – student walkouts (Consent)

We are seeking approval by the Board of Education to include an addendum to student handbooks effective with the 2026-27 school year. The new language is in response to a new Kansas law now in effect. More information about the law is in included under “Background” in this memo.

The recommended language to include in the handbooks is as follows:

Student Demonstrations and Walkouts:
In compliance with Kansas state law, students are strictly prohibited from leaving a school building or school grounds to participate in a walkout, protest, or rally during scheduled instructional hours without prior written parental consent. A parent or legal guardian must submit a signed, written request to the attendance office at least 24 hours prior to any planned walkout. In accordance with applicable laws and policies, the principal will determine whether the absence will be excused. Students who leave class or school grounds without a valid, pre-approved parental permission slip will be marked with an unexcused absence. These instances are subject to standard truancy and disciplinary protocols. School personnel are legally barred from encouraging, facilitating, or coordinating student-led demonstrations during the school day.

Background
Kansas lawmakers passed new restrictions on student walkouts/protests during the school day, attached as a provision to budget bill HB 2513. Kansas public school students will need to get parental permission before they can leave school to attend a protest, after the Legislature overrode Governor Laura Kelly's veto on April 10, 2026.

Key provisions of the new law:
· Each individual student must receive written parental permission (at least 24 hours in advance) if they want to hold a walkout during the school day. 
· A "student walkout" is defined as an organized effort for students to willfully violate school attendance requirements. 
· Walkout days will not count toward a school’s required instructional hours for the year.
· Districts face a fine equal to the superintendent's annual base salary for each school day a walkout occurs, with schools potentially facing fines up to a superintendent's base salary if found in violation. 
· Schools can also be fined up to $100,000 for organizing or encouraging student protests. 

Current status:
The Kansas State Board of Education is considering a complaint form inviting people to report walkouts suspected of violating the law. State School Board members are expected to vote on this form in August 2026.
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