OTHS HOMECOMING 2026
What is Homecoming?
-Homecoming is a week for students, faculty, the community, and alumni to celebrate being a part of OTHS through a variety of activities to bring unity and excitement about being an OTHS Panther. 
When is Homecoming?
-Homecoming week is Monday 9/21-Saturday 9/26, and the theme for this year is A Night in Rio. 
What happens during Homecoming?
-Many events: spirit stick competition, dress up days, ticket sales, bash, Panther Olympics, student car show, parade, pep rally, football game, and dance
What is the spirit stick competition? 
-A competition in which each class competes to earn the most points based off the following:
· DRESS-UP DAYS: per advisory at Milburn and 2nd hour at Smiley
· BASH: attendance & points scored at bags game
· CLASS SPIRIT in PARADE: score based on: promoting school & class spirit, positive attitude/appropriate language, incorporation of theme, creativity, and visibility
· PARADE: attendance
· PEP RALLY: score based on: cooperation, being quiet & attentive when anyone is speaking, standing for school song, genuine spirit, and number of students dressed in OTHS attire
· SALES: dance ticket and/or shirt (information on ticket sales below)
· ATTENDANCE: Daily school attendance by grade level 
What are the dress up days? (See examples and details for dress-up days on homecoming page or on the oths_stuco Instagram account)
· Monday 9/21: Ancient Greek vs. Greek Life
· Tuesday 9/22: Rhyme without a Reason
· Wednesday 9/23: Class Distinction: Climate
· Seniors: Desert
· Juniors: Mountain
· Sophomores: Arctic 
· Freshmen: Jungle
· Faculty: Tropical
· Thursday 9/24: 2016 Throwback 
· Friday 9/25: School Spirit: Wear OTHS attire/ blue and gold
According to school policy, the dress code must be followed at all times.
What is the bash?
-On Monday 9/21 from 5:00-6:30pm outside the Smiley’s Panther Dome where various OTHS groups set up booths to play games or sell food (bring money), the Panther Olympics* is played, and there is a chance to win spirit stick points for your class by checking in at your class table (your ID is required).  You may also participate in the class table activity “bags” to earn extra spirit stick points.
*Panther Olympics – up to 20 teams (10 students sponsored by an OTHS faculty member) compete to win a spot in the finals at the pep rally.  Information to enter a team will be posted in the Daily Bulletin, or reach out to Mr. Cozad (cozadr@oths.us). 
*Car Show- Vote on your favorite cars in the OTHS Student Car Show during the Bash. If you wish to enter your car into the car show, check your email from student council and complete the application form by MONDAY 9/14. 
What is the parade?
-On Wednesday 9/23 starting at 5:45pm lining up outside Smiley’s main entrance, the community is invited to watch various OTHS groups ride in floats and throw out candy to celebrate all the great organizations at OTHS.  Earn spirit stick points for your class by scanning your ID at your class table outside the dome between 5:15-5:40pm and walk with your class to show class spirit (judges will be along the route).  The route of the parade is: Smiley to 2nd, 2nd to Lincoln, Lincoln to 3rd, and 3rd to OTHS.  
What is the pep rally?
-On Friday 9/25 from 11:30am-12:30pm in the Panther Dome where various OTHS groups perform, the final Panther Olympics competition is played, and the winner of the spirit stick competition is announced.  
When is the football game?
-Home Game: Friday 9/25 at 7pm
What is homecoming court?
-Freshman- Juniors can nominate 2 representatives from their class for homecoming court (the top two candidates with the most nominations will be the class representatives)
-Seniors can nominate 8 representatives from their class for homecoming court (the top eight candidates with the most nominations will be the class representatives)
-Nominations will take place in your student email- Tuesday 9/1- Thursday 9/3
-Following nominations, the student body will vote on one monarch from the senior class during homecoming week. Monach voting will take place in your student email Monday 9/21- Wednesday 9/23

How can I get a Homecoming Shirt?
-Homecoming shirts can be purchased using this link: Click Here 
· T-Shirt Sales close on 9/1
· Shirts will be delivered to your advisory the week of 9/14-9/18


Homecoming 2026 Dance Information
How do I purchase a reservation?
-According to the Handbook, “School dances are for students of OTHS who are in good standing with regard to OTHS policies and procedures. Students will not be allowed to attend school dances, nor will they be approved to attend other school dances, if the student has any outstanding fees.”

To check and pay outstanding fees, log into your skyward account and select “Fee Management.”
*Outstanding fees must be paid before you are able to purchase a ticket*
-If you are eligible to attend, follow the steps below: 

Online Sales 8/31-9/24: Students can pay with a credit card, Google Pay, or Apple Pay. 
If you require a cash or check payment, please visit Smiley room 206 before school (7:45am- 8:00am) or after school (2:55pm-3:10pm) or Milburn room 1517 before school (7:00am-7:20am) during sale days, to get a cash code before purchasing online.
Dance reservations will be sold online from 8/31-9/24. Please use the link on the homecoming webpage to purchase your reservation. 
Click Here to Purchase Homecoming Reservation 
You can only purchase a reservation for yourself or another OTHS student online if all fees are paid by 3pm the Friday prior to the week you purchase (see online reservation schedule below). If you are unable to complete the online option, please log into your skyward account and select “Fee Management” to pay outstanding fees or visit the district office for more information on fees you may owe. Any students that pay fees after 3pm on Friday must wait to purchase until the following Monday. 
Homecoming Reservation Sales Schedule:
· Phase 1: Students with all fees paid by 3pm on Friday 8/28 will be eligible to purchase a homecoming reservation starting at 7:30am on Monday 8/31.
· Phase 2: Students with all fees paid by 3pm on Friday 9/4 will be eligible to purchase a homecoming reservation starting at 7:30am on Monday 9/7.
· Phase 3: Student who pay fees between 3pm on Friday 9/4- 3pm on Friday 9/11 will be eligible to purchase a homecoming reservation after 7:30am on Monday 9/14.
· Phase 4: Student who pay fees between 3pm on Friday 9/11- 3pm on Friday 9/18 will be eligible to purchase a homecoming reservation after 7:30am on Monday 9/21.
· Phase 5:  Students who pay fees after 3pm on Friday 9/18, will be eligible to purchase by 3pm the following school day after payment is received. 
· If you pay your fees after 3pm on 9/23, you must bring proof of fee clearance to Mrs Szedlar in room 206 at Smiley to be cleared to purchase a ticket between 7:30am and 3:30pm on 9/24.
NO RESERVATIONS WILL BE SOLD UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES AFTER 3:30PM ON THURSDAY 9/24.
-Currently enrolled OTHS students in good standing may make one reservation for themselves online plus one reservation for a non-OTHS guest. Any student who is not cleared for fees, is on homebound, or has lost extracurricular privileges will not be able to make a reservation, nor attend.
-Only approved OTHS students can buy reservations online. A student will be denied online reservation access if fees are not cleared or if they are not eligible to attend for reasons mentioned above. Eligible students can buy one reservation for themselves using their unique ID number and one for an approved guest. 
How can I bring a non-OTHS Guest?
-To bring a guest that does not attend OTHS, A Guest Request Approval Receipt and approval code is required to purchase a guest reservation. Guest Request Forms can be found on the homecoming website, outside of Smiley room 206, or in the Milburn main office, and should be submitted to the Attendance Office for approval ASAP.
-Students should purchase a guest reservation when buying their own reservation online. You may only invite one non-OTHS guest to Homecoming. The minimum grade level for all guests is the ninth grade and the maximum age is 20 years old as of September 26, 2026. You must plan ahead to get the GUEST REQUEST FORM signed by ADMINISTRATORS AT BOTH SCHOOLS and parents. If the guest is not a student, we need the guest’s driver’s license number. This form must be turned into an OTHS Administrator before buying a homecoming reservation, and you will then use the Guest Request Approval Receipt with an approval code to purchase a reservation online.
-A non-OTHS guest MUST check into and out of the Homecoming Dance at the same time as their OTHS host, and the name on tickets must match IDs.
Reminder: OTHS students improperly making reservations for someone other than themselves or their own guest will have their reservations revoked and will be denied the privilege to attend Homecoming. 

When is the dance?
-On Saturday 9/26 from 7:00pm-10:00pm in the Panther Dome.  The entrance will close at 8:00pm with coronation at 8:15pm.  
-Other important information about the dance
· Your school ID is required to enter 
· Please keep all belongs with you; there will not be lockers to store your personal items 
· There will be photo opportunity areas for you to take photos with your own phone/camera
· Wear comfortable shoes that will last throughout the entire evening.

For reminders: 
· Check our website: www.oths.us/homecoming
· Follow our social media accounts: @oths_stuco
· Read the Daily Bulletin
· Watch Panther Beat
How can I ask questions about Homecoming week?
-Email stuco@oths.us or contact a Student Council member or an advisor. 
Advisors: Mrs. Szedlar in Room 206 @ Smiley or Ms. Asbeck in Room 1517 @ Milburn

