Spring 2026 Westfield Schools AQI Assessment Executive Summary

pH2, LLC (pH2) was contacted by Westfield Schools to conduct air sampling in order to assess the Air Quality Index (AQI) at two schools:  Oak Trace Elementary, 16504 Oak Ridge Rd, Westfield, IN 46074, and Cool Creek Elementary (Formerly Westfield Intermediate), 17710 Shamrock Blvd, Westfield, IN 46074.  Westfield schools indicated that parents of the children attending, or about to attend, these schools expressed concerns over the outdoor air quality at the schools, especially with regard to playground areas.  The focus was on the closeness of the Intermediate school to Highway 31, compared to lesser vehicle traffic adjacent to Oak Trace.  pH2 prepared a proposed scope of work to assess the AQI designations for each school and the concentrations of the pollutants used to generate the AQI on March 9, 2026.  Based on that proposal, pH2 conducted an on-site visit the evening of March 23, 2026, to evaluate exact locations for sampling.  The sampling was started on March 25, 2026 and completed on April 3, 2026.  The meters were then downloaded and processed.  A preliminary table of the pollutant results and corresponding AQIs was prepared April 10, 2026.   

Mr. Havics presented on the sampling, results, and conclusions at the Westfield Board Meeting on April 20, 2026.  After consideration of questions from the board at this meeting, a report was prepared.  Details of the results and background information on EPA pollutant limits as well as the AQI are provided in the full report.

Based on this limited air quality testing, pH2 concludes:

1.	There is not a substantial overall difference in Air Quality between the two schools:

	Oak Trace is approximately the same as Intermediate for CO & SO2
	Oak Trace is less than Intermediate for NO2 & O3
	Oak Trace is greater than Intermediate for PM2.5 & PM10

2.	O3, CO, SO2 and PM10 are good in terms of the AQI for that sampling period.

3.	NO2 & PM2.5 are (in our opinion) higher than one would like for that sampling period, but a longer sampling period would be necessary to thoroughly evaluate these pollutants, especially given the limitations and site specific factors and weather conditions noted in section 4.7 of the full report.

From an AQI perspective NO2 would have been considered by EPA to be potentially be unhealthy to sensitive individuals for the Intermediate school and moderate for the Oak Trace Elementary.  However, this should not be considered evidence these effects are currently occurring at the schools.

From an AQI perspective PM2.5 would have been considered by EPA to be moderate for the Intermediate school and moderate for the Oak Trace Elementary.

Based on these findings, we believe that parents, staff and students might benefit from a year long trial of a low-cost monitoring system at each facility.  However, we do not believe a more sophisticated system would not be cost effective, and would require more expertise to install, calibrate, manage, and interpret any monitoring results.



