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STUDENT CHARGED MEALS
Purpose: The goal of the ICSD Child Nutrition Department is to provide students with healthy, nutritious meals each day while maintaining financial responsibility and compliance with USDA regulations. Unpaid meal charges create a financial burden on the Child Nutrition Program and may affect the district’s ability to effectively serve all students.
The purpose of this policy is to establish clear procedures regarding meal charges, ensure accountability for unpaid balances, and maintain compliance with federal regulations governing school nutrition programs.
FNS Instruction 796-2 (Rev. 3) lists bad debts as a non-allowable expenditure of Federal Funds. Therefore, losses or meals charged cannot be paid with Child Nutrition Funds.
In accordance with the recommendation on the charging of meals by the State Department of Education, the Itawamba County School District shall comply with the USDA regulation as follows:
A. Students approved for free meal benefits are eligible to receive one reimbursable breakfast and one reimbursable lunch each school day at no cost. Extra food items and a la carte purchases are not included as part of the free meal benefit and must be paid for at the time of purchase or prepaid through MySchoolBucks.
B. If a student loses meal eligibility due to failure to submit a current application, any resulting meal charges become the responsibility of the parent/guardian. Approval of a future application does not eliminate previously accumulated debt.
C. Students paying full price or reduced price for meals will be charged according to the district’s approved meal pricing schedule and USDA guidelines. Extra food items and a la carte purchases may not be charged to a student’s account.
D. Adults are not allowed to charge meals or solicit food from students.

E. Students can charge meals up to a maximum dollar amount as follows:
1. When a student’s meal account reaches a negative balance of $25.00, the student will not be permitted to participate in school field trips until the outstanding balance has been reduced or resolved.
2. When a student’s meal account reaches a negative balance of $150.00, the student will no longer be permitted to charge meals until one of the following actions has occurred:
· The student’s parent/guardian submits a current-year Free and Reduced-Price Meal Application. Applications may be completed online at myschoolapps.com or in person at the Child Nutrition Office located at the central office. Parents/guardians submitting an online application will receive a confirmation number, which must be provided to the Child Nutrition Office before the student may resume eating in the cafeteria. 
· The student’s parent/guardian makes a minimum payment of $25.00 or reduces the account balance to negative $125.00 or less. 
F. Students with any outstanding meal balance will not be eligible for exam exemptions in accordance with district procedures. Additionally, graduating seniors with unpaid meal balances will not be permitted to participate in graduation ceremonies until the balance has been resolved.

G. ICSD will make reasonable efforts to notify students and parents/guardians of low or negative meal account balances through the following methods:
· Cafeteria managers will distribute negative balance notification letters on a biweekly basis to students with outstanding meal balances. These notices may be sent through the school front office and/or homeroom teachers. The Child Nutrition Department maintains records of all notifications distributed. Students are expected to promptly deliver these notices to their parent(s)/guardian(s). 

· School office staff and/or homeroom teachers may send automated phone, text, or email notifications through SchoolStatus or AIMs regarding outstanding meal balances. 

· Cafeteria managers may provide additional biweekly notifications through SchoolStatus to parents/guardians of students whose meal account balance exceeds negative $50.00. 

· Parents/guardians are encouraged to regularly monitor their child’s cafeteria account balance online through MySchoolBucks.

H. At ICSD, we believe the responsibility for payment of school meal charges belongs to the parent or guardian, not the student. However, students are expected to promptly share any meal balance notices or communications received from the school with their parent(s)/guardian(s). While ICSD will make reasonable efforts to provide notifications regarding outstanding balances, failure to receive a notification does not remove the parent/guardian’s responsibility for payment or exempt the student from the procedures outlined in this policy.
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