


Guidance Related to Protocols and Procedures to Prevent and Respond to Instances of Student Elopement and Wandering
Elopement & Wandering: School Safety Checklist

School/Program Name: _______________________

Student-Level Planning (IEP/CPSE/CSE)
· ☐ Review student’s history of elopement/wandering.
· ☐ Conduct Functional Behavioral Assessment (FBA) if risk is identified.
· ☐ Develop Behavior Intervention Plan (BIP) based on FBA results.
· ☐ Document elopement concerns under IEP Present Levels of Performance/Individual Needs.
· ☐ Re-convene CPSE/CSE if new behaviors arise.

Staff Training & Awareness
· ☐ Provide staff training on recognition, prevention, and response.
· ☐ Ensure staff know how to report incidents immediately to supervisors.
· ☐ Share information on at-risk students with principals, monitors, resource officers, and security staff.

Emergency Response Protocols
· ☐ Include elopement/wandering in building emergency plans.
· ☐ Pre-assign staff for building and ground searches.
· ☐ Establish communication/alert systems for all staff.
· ☐ Ensure 911 call and law enforcement notification procedures are clear.
· ☐ Provide crisis responders with floor plans, blueprints, maps of school and surrounding areas.

Family & Community Communication
· ☐ Notify parents/families immediately when incidents occur.
· ☐ Coordinate with local law enforcement on response protocols.

Safety Supports & Tools
· ☐ Consider door alarms or warning devices.
· ☐ Ensure students with known risks carry basic ID information and/or identifiable clothing

Ongoing Monitoring
· ☐ Review and update plans regularly.
· ☐ Ensure designated staff are prepared to act swiftly and effectively.




