SENIOR YEAR TIME LINE
ALL YEAR

●  Check the scholarship cart regularly!  The EDHS Scholarship Newsletter will be updated approximately every three weeks.  Each time a new newsletter is posted it will be announced on the daily announcements, and will also be available in the guidance office scholarship cart.  The scholarship newsletter can also be found on the school’s website, under the Student Services tab.   In addition, the newsletters are emailed to seniors and their parents, using the email addresses seniors supplied on their senior surveys.  If you are not on the email list and would like to be, please contact Mrs. Sink in guidance.  
September

●  Narrow your choices to the top three or four colleges in which you are most interested.  Start applying! Two great websites to use in applying for college are ww.cfnc.org, and www.commonapp.org.  
●  Complete the RDS process! In order to determine in-state residency for North Carolina, every student must complete the Residency Determination Service (RDS).  This process is now a required part of the college application process for all NC schools.  Once completed, you will receive a Residency Certification Number (RCN).  The RCN is a required item in all NC College Applications, so it is recommended that you complete the process prior to your application process.  Visit www.ncresidency.org to complete the process.  You may also complete the process by logging in to your account at www.cfnc.org.
●  Register for an upcoming SAT (www.collegeboard.org) or ACT (www.actstudent.org), if planning to apply to a four-year college.  Students applying to community colleges are not required to take the SAT or ACT.  Community colleges administer their own placement tests on their campus after the student submits an application.
●  Complete the Teacher/Counselor Recommendation form.   This is a great help to teachers, counselors or other adults as they complete recommendation letters for you.  You will receive this Google form over email and can then share it with your recommenders.
●  Some of the limited enrollment programs at the community colleges, especially health careers, have very early application deadlines.  Check on any programs of interest.

●  Talk with your parents about your college plans and your family’s financial situation.

●  Begin working on your college essay, if required. Not all college applications will require an essay.   
●  Go online to www.eligibilitycenter.org to register with the NCAA Clearinghouse if planning to participate in division 1 or 2 college athletics.

October/November
●  October 1 - Go to www.fafsa.gov to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) if you are applying for financial aid. You must fill out this form in order to receive any federal loans, grants, etc.  You must provide information based on your family’s income and assets.  The FAFSA will be completed using income information from two years prior to the academic year for which the aid is intended (rather than the previous year, as it used to be).  If the student seeks aid for the 2021-2022 school year, they will use tax information from 201.  
●  FAFSA Day – The College Foundation of North Carolina typically offers a FAFSA Day in October  for those students/parents who feel they need some extra guidance in completing the FAFSA form.  Typically, students may register for this free event at www.cfnc.org.  *I am not sure at this time what this will look like this year due to the pandemic – more information to come.
●  Schedule campus visits.  Teacher workdays would be an excellent time to visit college campuses.  This year, Davidson County Schools will allow seniors two college/military visits, which will not count against the students’ absences (or exam exemptions) if proper documentation is submitted.  
●  Apply for admission to the colleges in which you are most interested.  CFNC and the Common Application are convenient sources for applying to multiple colleges at the same time.  Early October is typically the time for early decision/early action.  Be sure that you understand the difference and which one is best for you.  Early decision plans are binding — a student who is accepted as an ED applicant must attend the college. Early action plans are nonbinding — students receive an early response to their application but do not have to commit to the college until the normal reply date of May 1.  Obtain financial aid and scholarship information from those colleges.

●  Determine if the schools to which you are applying require the Profile form for financial aid.  To complete a profile form and to see a list of schools that use the Profile, visit www.collegeboard.com, or call the toll-free number at 800-778-6888.  The Profile is used to determine eligibility for non-federal aid, including institutional money.  The colleges in North Carolina that currently require a profile are Davidson College, Duke University, Elon University, UNC-Chapel Hill and Wake Forest University.  
●  Check to see if you need to take any SAT II subject tests. 

●  College Application Day will take place October 19-23.   Typically, East Davidson picks one day of this week and seniors have the opportunity to come to the media center and complete college applications on this day, with counselors available to assist them.  Some private North Carolina colleges will waive their application fees if seniors apply during this week.  A list of those colleges participating will be available on www.cfnc.org in the near future.  *Due to the pandemic, it is unclear what this event will look like this year.  At the very least, seniors can still apply to the participating colleges for free if they do it through CFNC.org any time October 19-23.
December/January

●Mrs. Sink will meet with every senior to ensure that we have the correct spelling of names for diploma purposes.  If your name needs to be different on your diploma than as it is listed in Powerschool, this is the time to change that.  

●Make sure that you have ordered your cap/gown for graduation.
February through May

●  If requested by colleges, send first semester grades.  Remember, second semester grades are important.  Your college acceptance is conditional upon a satisfactory final transcript.  Make a final decision on the college you plan to attend and send your acceptance (deposit money).  

●  Do not forget to continue checking the scholarship cart.  Many locally sponsored scholarships are offered during this period.  Students are more likely to receive these scholarships because there is less competition.  

●  It is a nice idea to write thank –you notes for scholarships received.

●  On the end of year senior survey, indicate where we should send your final transcript.  

Congratulations!  Enjoy Graduation! 
