Dear Briarcliff Families,
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to Briarcliff Athletics. We are all looking forward to a terrific year together. As we plan to kick off the season on Tuesday September 8, we continue our dedication to ensuring that all children have a positive experience at practices and games where they can meet with success and celebrate their growth in all learning and social areas. Educating the whole child while cultivating empathy, critical thinking, and offering authentic learning experiences is of the utmost importance to me. School staff members have been busy getting the fields and building ready for the 2026-27 school year.
To help you prepare the first day of the season, please view the main page of our website. There are tabs which will answer many, if not all, of your questions regarding our program:
· Try Out Procedures
· MS Sports Standards
· Powerpoints for Modified Fall Sports
· Family ID Letter/Athletic Registration
· 2026-27 Athletic Calendar
· Fall 2026 Coaches Directory
· 2026-27 Starting Dates
Before Practice
· Student-athletes should bring and use their own water bottles. They must make sure they have enough water to stay hydrated throughout an entire practice or contest/game. It is recommended that, daily, each student-athlete bring 2-3 water bottles, or the equivalent of 40 ounces.
· Students will be able to store their equipment (in the morning upon arriving to school in bins outside of the Middle School Locker Rooms), and change clothing after school in the Boys’ & Girls’ Locker Rooms. (There will be signs showing them where to store their belongings
Practice/Tryout Locations – All up-to-date schedules can be found on the athletic website
	Tuesday 9/8/26
	
	

	Modified Cross Country
	3:15-4:30 pm
	BHS/BMS Campus

	Modified Field Hockey
	3:30-5:00 pm
	Washington Irving

	Modified Football
	3:15-5:00 pm
	Lower Grass 2

	Modified Girls Volleyball
	3:15-4:30 pm
	MS Gym

	Modified Girls Soccer
	3:15-4:45 pm
	Lower Grass 1

	Modified Boys Soccer
	3:30-5:00 pm
	Pocantico Hills School

	Wednesday 9/9/26
	
	

	Modified Cross Country
	3:15-4:30 pm
	BHS/BMS Campus

	Modified Field Hockey
	3:30-5:00 pm
	Washington Irving

	Modified Football
	3:15-5:00 pm
	Lower Grass 2

	Modified Girls Volleyball
	3:15-4:30 pm
	MS Gym

	Modified Girls Soccer
	3:15-4:45 pm
	Lower Grass 1

	Modified Boys Soccer
	3:30-5:00 pm
	Pocantico Hills School

	Thursday 9/10/26
	
	

	Modified Cross Country
	3:15-4:30 pm
	BHS/BMS Campus

	Modified Field Hockey
	3:30-5:00 pm
	Washington Irving

	Modified Football
	3:15-5:00 pm
	Lower Grass 2

	Modified Girls Volleyball
	3:15-4:30 pm
	MS Gym

	Modified Girls Soccer
	3:15-4:45 pm
	Lower Grass 1

	Modified Boys Soccer
	3:30-5:00 pm
	Pocantico Hills School

	Friday 9/11/26
	
	

	Modified Cross Country
	3:15-4:30 pm
	BHS/BMS Campus

	Modified Field Hockey
	3:30-5:00 pm
	Washington Irving

	Modified Football
	3:15-5:00 pm
	Lower Grass 2

	Modified Girls Volleyball
	3:15-4:30 pm
	MS Gym

	Modified Girls Soccer
	3:15-4:45 pm
	Lower Grass 1

	Modified Boys Soccer
	3:30-5:00 pm
	Pocantico Hills School



What to bring for the first day of practice:
· Modified Cross Country – Running shoes (no cleats), shorts, singlet/tee shirt (light colors), & water
· Modified Field Hockey – Mesh shorts, tee shirt or tank top, shin guards, mouthguard, cleats, stick, & water
· Modified Boys & Girls Soccer – running sneakers, cleats, shin guards, & water
· Modified Football – Shorts, cleats, practice jersey, sneakers, & water
· Modified Volleyball – Sneakers, tee shirt, shorts, & water
*All students participating in sports are required to always have their rescue medications with them. Examples of rescue medications are including but not limited to inhalers, epi-pens, glucagon, etc. In addition, a current emergency care place for students requiring emergency medication must be updated annually and sent to the health office for review.

Access to Website – www.briarcliffschools.org . Click on the link for “Athletics”
· To view individual teams’ game & practice schedule, click on the “Athletic Teams” tab, choose the sport and level (e.g. Varsity, JV, or Mod 7/8)
· To view daily schedules for all teams, click on the “Athletic Schedule” tab
All of us associated with Briarcliff Athletics want to thank you, our student-athletes, and your families for your continued support of our program. Our goal remains the same, to have fun and compete in a safe and happy environment.

NYSPHSAA Spectator Sportsmanship Regulations
Any negative, inappropriate, derogatory comments or actions that brings direct attention to a supervisor or school administrator by a spectator or group of spectators are required to be address by the host school, Sectional or NYSPHSAA representative in the following non-sequential order depending on the comments or behavior.

*First warning – Directing the spectator or group of spectators to refrain from any negative comments or actions.

*Second warning – A personal discussion with the spectator or group of spectators on the above NYSPHSAA expectations and reminding the spectators or group of spectators of the next step, removal from the game or events, will be utilized if the behavior continues.

*Removal from the contest – The spectator or group of spectators will be directed to leave the facility for the remainder of the game or events. If the spectators or group of spectators refuse to leave the game or event, play will be stopped until they vacate the premises.

Penalty for being removed from a game or event: Any spectator removed from a game or event will have a minimum penalty of completing the NFHS Parent Credential course or a one game suspension before they are allowed to attend any interscholastic event. Once the course is completed the spectator will provide a certificate of completion to the athletic department office. Schools are required to communicate with the offending spectator on the NYSPHSAA Sportsmanship Spectator Expectations.

*Depending on the severity of the behavior/comments or future disqualifications by the offending spectator, NYSPHSAA and the Section may get directly involved in the situation.

Note: A school may take any or all these actions during or after an interscholastic contest.

Rationale: NYSPHSAA Sportsmanship Committee believes that the time has come to hold our spectators to the same expectations that our coaches and students are held to during an interscholastic contest. If our spectators cannot meet these expectations, then just like our coached and student-athletes, they will face similar consequences to their behaviors and comments. NYSPHSAA schools have a requirement to address these types or behaviors as members of our association.

Wishing everyone a safe and enjoyable summer. We are looking forward to seeing everyone again in the fall. You can always follow me on X @CDrops3.

With Gratitude,

Chris Drosopoulos
Director of Athletics

