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   		          May 7, 2026

CCPS Shares Info on Distraction-Free Schools Act Implementation

JONESBORO - The leadership of Clayton County Public Schools (CCPS), is committed to fostering a safe, secure, and academically focused learning environment. Additional work has begun to expand the district’s compliance with the Distraction-Free Schools Act to include all grade levels.

This action was prompted by Georgia Governor Brian Kemp this week, signing into law House Bill 1009, extending the Distraction-Free Schools Act, a Kindergarten through Grade 8 measure set to become effective on July 1, 2026, to include the high school level (Grades 9  through 12). The expanded ban is expected to become effective in July 2027, allowing the district time to adjust policies and procedures. 

During the course of the 2025-2026 school year, the district has been reminding students and their families of the pending activation of the Distraction-Free Schools Act on July 1, 2026. The act requires local school systems to enact policies and procedures for the use of personal electronic devices at school and school-sponsored events by students in kindergarten through eighth grade. 

Personal communication/electronic devices include, but are not limited to, cell phones, tablets, smart watches, wireless earbuds or headphones, smart glasses, gaming systems, digital media players, and e-readers. Students with Individualized Education Programs will have access to devices required within their IEP as required by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

During the 2025-2026 school year, district leadership has strengthened the enforcement of Policy JD-R(1): 6. Communication Device Offenses (for Grades K-8) under Student Offenses (Find it here), and has adopted Policy JCDAF: Use of Electronic Devices by Students (Find it here.)  The regulation and policy mirrors many of the expectations outlined in the legislation in that they require students to have their cell phones off during classroom instruction.

“Our classrooms are places where students come to learn the skills they will need to lay a foundation for future growth and success,” said Dr. Douglas Hendrix Sr., Interim Superintendent. “They are places of teaching and learning, not socializing and entertainment. Schools need to be distraction-free. Our district will align with the law and will follow Board policy.

“As publicly shared with the community during my transition to the role as Interim Superintendent, I expect all students to be proactive in complying with our policies, and I expect families to work with us to ensure that these policies are respected,” Dr. Hendrix added. “Any student found in violation of this regulation/policy shall be subject to disciplinary actions as outlined in the district’s Student Code of Conduct.”

For more information about Clayton County Public Schools’ policies on communication devices and student conduct, please visit www.clayton.k12.ga.us.  To learn more about the Georgia Distraction-Free Schools Act, visit the Georgia General Assembly’s website at www.legis.ga.gov. 

image1.png
Clayton County Public Schools

1058 Fifth Avenue, Jonesboro, GA, 30236 | Tel: 770-473-2700 | Web: www.clayton.k12.ga.us

ADVISORY ~ FORIMMEDIATE RELEASE

-An official document from the Clayton County Public School System-

About Clayton County Public Schools: Clayton County Public Schools (CCPS) is fully accredited by Cognia. The district offers a focused world-class program
based on a challenging curriculum which is taught from pre-kindergarten through 12th grade. Serving over 50,000 students, Clayton County Public Schools is
ranked among the 100 largest school districts in the U.S. and is the sixth-largest school system in Georgia.
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