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Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) Frequently Asked Questions


What is the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP)?
The Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) is a federal program offered through the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP). CEP allows eligible schools to provide healthy breakfasts and lunches to all enrolled students at no charge, regardless of household income.

What does this mean for my family?
Beginning with the 2026–2027 school year, all enrolled students at Mohave Accelerated Schools may receive one reimbursable breakfast and one reimbursable lunch each school day at no cost.

Do I need to complete a free and reduced-price meal application?
No. Because our school participates in CEP, families do not need to submit a household meal application to receive free school meals.
Please note that other school programs or benefits may require separate forms if applicable. If additional information is needed, the school will contact families directly.

Will every student receive free meals?
Yes. Every enrolled student is eligible to receive:
· One reimbursable breakfast each school day
· One reimbursable lunch each school day

What is a reimbursable meal?
A reimbursable meal is a meal that meets the USDA nutrition requirements. Students must select the required meal components for the meal to qualify under the National School Lunch Program or School Breakfast Program.

Can my child purchase additional food?
Yes. Students may purchase:
· Additional entrees (if available)
· Extra milk
· À la carte items
· Snacks or beverages (if offered)
These items are not included in the CEP benefit and must be purchased separately.

Will my child still need a student ID#?
Yes. Students will continue to use their student ID or meal account at the cafeteria point of service. This allows the cafeteria to accurately record meal participation and maintain required USDA records.

Does CEP affect the quality of school meals?
No. Meals served under CEP must continue to meet all USDA nutrition standards for calories, whole grains, fruits, vegetables, milk, and sodium.

What if my child has a food allergy or special dietary needs?
Students with food allergies or medically necessary dietary accommodations should continue to work with the school health office and cafeteria staff. Appropriate documentation may be required to provide meal modifications.

How is CEP funded?
Schools participating in CEP receive federal reimbursement through the USDA based on the school's approved Community Eligibility Provision claiming percentage. Families are not billed for one reimbursable breakfast and one reimbursable lunch served each school day.

What if my child brings lunch from home?
Students are always welcome to bring a lunch from home if they choose. Participation in CEP is optional.

Who can I contact with questions?
If you have questions about the Community Eligibility Provision or our school nutrition program, please contact:
Cynthia Morgridge or Meghan Day
Mohave Accelerated Learning Center Nutrition Department
Phone: (928) 704-9345
Email: cmorgridge@mohavelearning.org ; mreynolds@mohavelearning.org 
We are happy to answer your questions and help your family understand our school meal program.
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