Welcome to 4th Grade! (2026-2027)
Dear Families,

I am so excited to be your child’s teacher this year! I have been in education for 16 years and have taught almost every grade from 1st through 5th. This is my 2nd year teaching 4th grade at Perkins. I have lived in Saint Petersburg for 22 years; I am originally from New York but have lived in Colorado as well. St. Pete was supposed to be a temporary stop, but I met my husband and stayed!

I absolutely love working at Perkins because I grew up as a total musical theater kid myself. It brings me so much joy to be part of a school where our students have the unique opportunity to explore the arts and dive into their unique passions every single day!

When I am not in the classroom, I love to swim, paddle board, camp, go to the beach, cook, and read. We have a daughter who is a junior in high school, and we are huge animal lovers—our family includes two cats, two dogs, and a horse!

I enjoy bringing elements of our local environment into my classroom and lessons, and I highly encourage creativity and independence. I believe learning should be fun, vigorous, and hands-on. I am looking forward to getting to know you and your family this coming school year. We have so much fun and learning planned!

Communication & Open-Door Policy
I maintain an open-door policy for communication. You will receive most updates from me through Focus, so please ensure your contact information is updated there.
· School Hours (Time-Sensitive): Texting is the best way to reach me during the school day. Please do not email time-sensitive information. I will do my best to get back to you quickly without interrupting instructional time.
· Phone: 727-641-0029
· Email: blainejes@pcsb.org
I will also be sending out a weekly newsletter to keep you up to date. Your support and participation are key parts of your child’s success, and I greatly appreciate it!
Academic Focus Areas
📚 Reading
We will read many great books in fourth grade! Some of our titles include Manatee Summer, Gregor the Overlander, Esperanza Rising, and Save Me a Seat.
· Daily Reading: I strongly encourage all students to read every day for at least 30 minutes.
· Battle of the Books: Included in this packet is the new Sunshine State Young Reader Award (SSYRA) book list for 3rd–5th grade. Students who wish to participate in Battle of the Books should get started early and read at least 3 of the SSYRA titles.
· Free Digital Resources: Great titles are available for free on myON, Newsela, and CommonLit. Students can access these through Clever using their standard username and password.
🔢 Math
Students should enter 4th grade knowing their basic multiplication facts up to the 12s 
To make 4th-grade math much easier, I strongly encourage every student to hit these goals:
· Fact Fluency: Master multiplication and division facts through 12s, and basic addition/subtraction facts through 20.
· Place Value: Review and understand basic place value through the thousands place. Place value is the backbone of math—we use it constantly for multi-digit multiplication, division, decimals, and measurements in both math and science.
Grading Policy
Please note that 4th and 5th grade utilize Standards-Based Grading, which is significantly different from previous grades.
· Students will not receive a general "participation" grade. Instead, they will be graded on their explicit level of mastery regarding our B.E.S.T. Standards for ELA, Math, Science, and Social Studies.
· There will be multiple opportunities to demonstrate mastery throughout each grading period.
· Students are encouraged to review assessments and utilize provided resources for reteaching, reinforcement, or enrichment, so they are prepared to show proficiency on their next opportunity.
More detailed information about our standards-based grading policy, embedded retakes, and review resources will be sent home in the fall.
🎒 4th Grade Supply List
Personal Essentials
Please keep these items tucked inside a zipper supply pouch of your choice.
· 2 Notebooks
· 1 Sketchbook (for drawing and creative projects)
· 5 Folders with prongs and pockets. (Paper folders are fine for most, but please look for a plastic red folder so it survives the daily trip inside the backpack!) Color-coding helps keep us organized:
· 🟢 Green: Math
· 🔵 Blue: Science
· 🟣 Purple: ELA
· 🟡 Yellow: Social Studies
· 🔴 Red (Plastic): Homework
· Personal Drawing Markers or Pencils
· USB Headphones (Essential for daily digital learning!)
· Water Bottle (Students can refill at the classroom sink. Because classroom doors remain locked for safety, students will not have access to the hallway water fountain during academic time.)
Classroom Essentials
These items will be collected and shared communally with the class.
· Notebook paper
· Clorox wipes
· Expo markers
· Sticky notes
· Tissues
✨ Nice to Have (Optional Classroom Donations)
If you are able to contribute extra supplies, these specialized items are always appreciated:
· Gallon and quart plastic baggies
· Cap erasers
· Highlighters
· Plain white paper
· Poster board paper
💡 Tips for Supporting Your Child’s Progress
· Visit your local library! Help your child find "right fit" books that match their interests and reading level. Use the five-finger test to check difficulty: open to a random page and have your child read. If they struggle with 4 or 5 words on that page, the book might be too tough for independent reading, but it could make a fantastic read-aloud book to enjoy together!
· Aim for 20 minutes of daily reading. Research shows that a child who reads just 1 minute a day outside of school will learn roughly 8,000 words by the end of 6th grade. A student who reads for 20 minutes a day will learn 1,800,000 words! If reading isn't your child's favorite activity, try setting up a fun incentive program.
· Read to and with your child. When you read aloud, your child hears the natural rhythm of language. Explore poetry together—it's a brilliant way to improve phonemic awareness, fluency, and vocabulary through rhythm and rhyme.
· Read for real-world purposes. Try reading cooking recipes together or following the assembly directions for a new toy.
· Play word games. Games like Apples to Apples and Scattergories build vocabulary. You can also play Hink Pinks, a fun, zero-materials-needed riddle game. Check out these resources:
· Thinkable Puzzles - Hink Pinks
· Education World - Lesson Sponges
· Play math games. Use standard cards and dice to strengthen place value skills and fact fluency. Here are a few great places to start:
· WeAreTeachers - Math Card Games
· Upper Elementary Snapshots - Card Games for Kids
· Teacher Favorite: Mathigon Polypad (An amazing, interactive site to explore the awesome world of math tools!)
I look forward to working alongside you and your child!
Sincerely,
Mrs. Blaine
blainejes@pcsb.org

