February 11, 2026 DPO Meeting Agenda
6:30-8:00 pm

Virtual Meeting Link: https://iowacityschools-org.zoom.us/j/96962105457 
OPENING: Welcome from DPO Board 
Attendees: Laura Voshell, Matt Degner, Cindy Winckler, Anna Flaming, Laura Ebinger, Jan Beaver, Colleen Theisen, Charlie Eastham, Mitch Lingo, Jessica Wolf, SR, Jayne Finch, 
DPO OFFICER REPORTS 
1. Co-President Update:
a. Scholarship Submissions and Honoree Submissions are now being accepted for the April Scholarship & Honoree Reception
i. Scholarship deadline is March 13th, with Academic Reference due by March 22nd
ii. Honoree deadline is March 27th
1. New Policy: No honoree submission will be accepted if payment is not received by the deadline.
b. Ongoing reminder - Please update the PTO Contact form
i. Email dpoiccsd@gmail.com for access if you cannot open it
IOWA CITY COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT REPORTS - If representatives are available
1. Foundation Representative - Laura Ebinger - Big Idea Hunt Grant applications will be opening soon. Applications will come through staff.
2. Administration Representative - Meeting last night: Budget concerns - Serious cash flow issue and UAB (not increasing as expected). In March there will be a need for short term loan and larger longer time loan for next school year. Also discussed needed improvements and audit catch-up by March 2027; increased oversight recommendation.
3. School Board Representative - Charlie added that increases in staffing and salaries have been part of need for increased cashflow. Mitch mentioned discussions at Finance meeting.

SPEAKERS AND TOPICS -   Iowa State Legislative Update and Q&A

Sen. Cindy Winckler
· 1.75% Supplemental State Aid was passed by Senate (64% of school districts are on budget guarantee = last year +1&). Press release on funding is they’re spending $100million of new funding, but only $21million goes towards students in the classroom. $47 that will supplant the budget guarantee, Later in process intention to take additional $25 million from AEA. The bill also changed the way teacher salaries are determined from # of teachers (teacher salary supplement) changing to # of students. Will go to the house next, which does not have a bill yet. 
· Passed Committee
· Senate File 2218 - Would require school districts to verify that all teachers and administrators are eligible to work in the State and verify their identity. Will be applicable eventually to all teachers. Concerns with the use of e-verify or attorney general to determine what documents are required.
· Senate File 2222 - Would require college students to take PRAXIS test to be used for evaluating teaching program. Concern over all the other programs that could be evaluated. Eligible for debate on senate floor.
· One more week of committee work before the funnel where all house and senate bills have to be out of committee.
· Another bill Senate Study 3095 - Deals with reporting anti-semitism and passed out of committee today.
· Health and Human Services wants to completely eliminate early childhood education programs. The house subcommittee did not move the bill forward last week. The senate subcommittee will consider it tomorrow. Concern that some say HHS could do that independently. Community based services from birth through age 5 - would not be replaced with something else.
· The services would moved to behavioral health, but no additional s
· Library bill has been in subcommittee, but not full committee yet.
· There has been a flurry of bills, potentially ahead of the 2026 governor election. 
· Is there room for discussion and compromise on these bills?
· In some cases there are and in some they are very entrenched
· What can parents do?
· Contact representatives and
· Contact chair of subcommittee
· Contact committee member
· Contact leadership - Weiner, Sinclair, Clemish (in charge of bills coming out of committee and coming out for debate on the floor)
· Cindy’s cell phone number is: 563-940-1236

ADJOURNMENT (7:?? pm)
District Parent Organization Executive Board: 
Co-Presidents: Laura Voshell & Allison Strickland
Past President: Caroline Giehl
Co-President Elect: Anna Flaming & Cristina Walcher-Chevillet
Secretaries: Angela Romero
Treasurer: Hanna Zembrzuska
Future Meetings
March 11, 2026 - ICCSD Center for Innovation, 2255 N Dubuque Rd, Room 114 - Ombudsman - Janet Abejo-Parker
April 8, 2026, Location TBD, Scholarship & Honoree Reception
May 13, 2026, Location TBD, Social gathering and end-of-year celebration

For more information, questions, or feedback, please contact the DPO at DPOICCSD@gmail
