


              
                                                                          Special Town Meeting
                                                                                  June 20, 2026
                                                                            Saturday 10:00am
                                                                               Norris School
                                                            34 Pomeroy Rd, Southampton, MA
 
A Special Town Meeting was held on June 20, 2026, Town Moderator, Robert Floyd, opened the meeting at 10:03 with 82  registered voters were in attendance. The workers were Eileen Hamel, Patricia Izatt, Jane Howard, Amy Guyette and Assistant Town Clerk Cynthia Woodard.
 
After the pledge of allegiance, which was led by newly elected Selectboard member Doug Hamel, a moment of silence, welcome message, and reading a disclosure statement, Mr. Moderator proceeded to read the warrant and return the warrant. He announced that the meeting was being recorded and livestreamed. Mr. Moderator read an introduction to town meeting guidelines.
 
Moderator then asked for a motion on Article 1.
 
Article 1-Christine Fowles moved and Jon Lumbra seconded that the Town vote to transfer an amount totaling $200,000 from the Operational Stabilization Fund to the” Bills of Prior Years” (01-950-5900) account for the payment of and for services rendered by the Hampshire Regional School District’s Central Office on behalf of Southampton Norris Elementary School.
 
Article 1-The counters counted 6 no and vast majority were yes. This article passes by 2/3 majority.
 
Article 2-Doug Hamel moved and Jon Lumbra seconded that the Town vote to adopt the changes to the Town’s General Bylaws Chapter 264 entitled Wetlands Protection as presented in Article 2 of the Warrant for the June 20, 2026, Special Town Meeting.
 
Article 2-passes unanimously
 
Article 3- Charlie Kaniecki moved and Jon Lumbra seconded that the Town vote to insert a new Article entitled “Accessibility Commission,” as set forth in Article 3 of the Warrant for the June 20, 2026, Special Town Meeting into the Town’s General Bylaws, and renumber the subsequent sections of the General Bylaws accordingly.
 
Article 3-passes unanimously
 
Article 4- Jon Lumbra moved and Charlie Kaniecki seconded that the Town vote to adopt the changes to the Town’s General Bylaws Chapter 275 entitled “Zoning” as presented in Article 4 of the Warrant for the June 20, 2026, Special Town Meeting.
 
Article 4-passes unanimously


 
Article 5-: Jon Lumbra moved and Charlie Kaniecki seconded that the Town appropriates the sum of $600,000 to purchase a new ambulance for the Fire Department, and that to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the Select Board, is authorized to borrow the sum of $600,000 under G.L. c. 44, §7(1) or any other enabling authority and to issue bonds and notes therefor; provided; and, in accordance with G.L. c. 44, §20, any premium received by the Town upon the sale of any bonds or notes thereunder, less any premium applied to the payment 12 of the costs of issuance of such bond or notes, may be applied to pay project costs and the amount authorized to be borrowed for such project shall be reduced by the amount of any such premium so applied that may be necessary for that purpose.
 
Article 5- Counters had to count paper ballots because this is a borrowing article, the results were 62 yes and 19 no -Chief Illingsworth was present for the counting. This article passes meeting our 2/3 majority.
 
Article 6- Charlie Kaniecki moved and Jon Lumbra seconded that the Town appropriates the sum of $400,000 to purchase a new dump/snow removal truck for the Highway Department, and that to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the Select Board, is authorized to borrow the sum of $400,000 under G.L. c. 44, §7(1) or any other enabling authority and to issue bonds and notes therefor; provided; and, in accordance with G.L. c. 44, §20, any premium received by the Town upon the sale of any bonds or notes thereunder, less any premium applied to the payment 12 of the costs of issuance of such bond or notes, may be applied to pay project costs and the amount authorized to be borrowed for such project shall be reduced by the amount of any such premium so applied that may be necessary for that purpose.
 
Article 6-Counters had to count paper ballots because this was a borrowing article, the results were 56 yes and 15 no. This article passes meeting our 2/3 majority.
 
Article 7-Doug Hamel moved and Jon Lumbra seconded that the Town vote to transfer the sum of fourteen thousand six hundred and twenty dollars ($14,620) from the Community Preservation Fund Surcharges – Open Space/Recreation Account to the Greenway Committee for the local match required for the 2024 Mass Trails Grant.
 
Article 7-passes unanimously
 
Article 8- Christine Fowles moved and Jon Lumbra seconded that the Town vote to: (a) appropriate Four Hundred Twenty-Four Thousand Eight Hundred Dollars ($424,800) for the purpose of acquiring a conservation restriction, by purchase, gift, eminent domain or other-wise, for the purposes below for the following property: 75 acres of land, more or less by GIS located at 37 Middle Road, Southampton, being a portion of Tax Map 36, Lot 10. This is designated as lot 2 on the plot plan on file at town hall.  (b) that, to meet this appropriation, the sum of $424,800 shall be transferred from the Community Preservation Fund Undesignated Account. (c) that the Select Board and Conservation Commission are authorized to acquire a conservation on said property by gift, negotiated purchase, eminent domain or otherwise, including pursuant to the Town's statutory right of first refusal pursuant to Chapter 61, Section 8, for conservation and passive recreation purposes subject to the protections of Article 97 of the Amendments to the Massachusetts Constitution; and that said property shall be under the care, custody and control of the Conservation Commission pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 40, Section 8C, as it may hereafter be amended, and other Massachusetts statutes relating to conservation;  (d) that the Select Board and/or the Conservation Commission is authorized to apply for, accept and expend any funds that may be provided by the Commonwealth or other public or private sources to defray all or a portion of the costs of said acquisition, including, but not limited to, grants and/or reimbursement from the Commonwealth. Any grants or reimbursement programs in any way connected with the scope of this Article, which grants and/or funds so received shall be used to repay all or a portion of the sums transferred from the Community Preservation Act Fund hereunder; and that the Conservation Commission is authorized to accept a perpetual conservation restriction(s) pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 184, Sections 31 through 33, in compliance with Chapter 44B, Section 12(a), protecting the properties for the purposes for which they were acquired, and, further to authorize the Select Board and/or the Conservation Commission to enter into all agreements and execute any and all instruments as may be necessary or convenient to effectuate the foregoing purposes; or take any other action relative thereto.
 
Article 8-passes by vast majority
 
Article 9-Doug Hamel moved and Christine Fowles seconded that the Town vote to transfer the sum of Forty-Two Thousand Dollars ($42,000) from Community Preservation Act Funds to the Town of Southampton Town Hall Maintenance Expenses Account to restore the front steps of the historic Old Town Hall, said funds to be transferred from Community Preservation Surcharges–Historic Preservation Account; or take any other action relative thereto.  
 
Article 9-There was a motion on the floor to kill this article, a count was taken and the motion to kill article failed 52 no to 17 yes. The vote for the motion as read passed by vast majority.
  
All meetings can be watched / reviewed by going to the town website and going to get a link connected or by going to the Easthampton Media website.

Town Meeting dismissed at 11:07am.
 
Speakers on Articles:
Tammy Walunas
Amy Pawlus
Amy Guyette
Mark Kassis
Randall Kemp
Martha Issod
Kaitlin Rooks
Sierra Simmons
Rich Fasoli
Nilda Cohen

Handouts:
Restoration of Police Dept Building (Old town hall)
 
A true copy attest,
 
 
 Lucille A. Dalton-Town Clerk




