Welcome to the Briarcliff Bears Varsity Field Hockey Team!
● Head Coaches  
Ray Farrell rfarrell@tufsd.org (Briarcliff) 
Mike Marchese mmarchese321@gmail.com (Sleepy Hollow)
Our Program
We are a merged team with Sleepy Hollow. The Briarcliff Bears Field Hockey program is built on commitment, teamwork, sportsmanship, and a dedication to continuous improvement. We compete in Section 1 against some of the strongest field hockey programs in the region and strive to represent Briarcliff with pride both on and off the field.
Our goal is to be competitive in every game while fostering individual growth and team success. Whether earning a victory, making a key contribution, or achieving a personal goal, every athlete plays an important role in our program. Hard work, accountability, and a positive attitude are expected from all players.
Section 1 Booklet link:
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ui=2&ik=82bb64c4f8&attid=0.2&permmsgid=msg-f:1868363018444991760&th=19edc24429e3ed10&view=att&zw&disp=inline
SportsYou Communication
SportsYou will be our primary method of communication throughout the season. Team announcements, schedules, practice updates, and weather-related changes will all be communicated through SportsYou.
Athlete/Parents Code: M5C3-2J6P


Team Gear
Players will be provided with a team uniform for games. Additional team apparel and spirit wear will be available through the Briarcliff Bears Team Store. Information regarding ordering windows and available items will be shared through SportsYou.

The Season
● Season begins Monday, August 24, 2026.
● All players are expected to attend preseason practices as we establish team culture, conditioning, skill development, and tactical systems.
● Practices will be held Monday through Friday. Athletes should arrive at least 15 minutes before the scheduled start time, dressed and ready to begin warm-ups.
Each Player Should Bring
· Field hockey stick
· Shin guards
· Mouthguard
· Turf shoes or cleats
· Water bottle labeled with their name
· Appropriate athletic clothing for weather conditions
Team Goals
During the first weeks of practice, players will develop both team and individual goals for the season. Athletes should think about goals related to skill development, leadership, teamwork, effort, and performance.
Leadership
Team captains are selected based on leadership, commitment, sportsmanship, and dedication to the program. Players interested in future leadership opportunities should consistently demonstrate these qualities throughout the season.
Transportation
After our summer practices, bussing will be provided.
Transportation for away contests will be provided by Briarcliff High School whenever possible. Athletes are expected to travel with the team to away games. Parents may take their athlete home after a contest by notifying a coach and/or filling out the appropriate paperwork.

Competition
We will compete in a full schedule of league and non-league contests. Schedules will be posted and updated through SportsYou.
Playing time and game participation will be determined by performance, effort, attendance, commitment, sportsmanship, and team needs.
Schedule link:
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ui=2&ik=82bb64c4f8&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1868363018444991760&th=19edc24429e3ed10&view=att&zw&disp=inline
Attendance Policy
All varsity practices, games, team meetings, and team events are considered mandatory.
If an athlete is ill or has an unavoidable conflict, the coaching staff must be notified as soon as possible. Advance communication is essential for planning practices, game strategies, and lineups.
We look forward to an exciting season and are proud to have you represent the Briarcliff Bears. Together we will work hard, compete with pride, and strive for excellence every day.
Go Bears!


