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Mater Bay Athletic Philosophy 
[bookmark: _Int_RyQL4vyv][bookmark: _Hlk199742923][bookmark: _Int_Qj1zrbC0]The philosophy of the Mater Bay Athletic Department is to promote and support a broad-based athletic program that offers all students the opportunity to engage in age and talent in competitive organized sports. Mater Bay’s athletic program provides opportunities for our students to develop leadership, sportsmanship, time management, and commitment to a team. Athletic offerings instill in student-athletes a belief in the positive benefits of working together as a team, displaying a positive attitude, and pursuing excellence while keeping respect for one’s opponent. Involvement in the Mater Bay athletic program is a continuation of academic learning and character values development that permeates the Mater Bay environment. Wearing a Mater Bay athletic team uniform is a privilege. Mater Bay student-athletes will represent our school community both on and off the field and on the court. It is the responsibility of each student-athlete, parent and coach to ensure that the mission, vision and core values that set Mater Bay apart from other schools are reflected in all they do. Mater Bay operates under the guiding principles that student-athletes, coaches, teachers, and spectators should always present themselves in a respectful manner. We will win and lose with grace and dignity.


Athletic Mission Statement
Mater Bay Athletics challenges athletes and coaches to uphold the highest standards of personal, academic, and athletic excellence. Grounded in integrity, teamwork, and discipline. Our athletic programs build resilient, accountable, and relentless leaders, laying a foundation for lifelong success on the field, in the classroom, and beyond. Just as a Ray, we will move with purpose, adapt with strength, and rise to every challenge with pride, purpose, and a commitment to excellence.


Statement of Purpose
[bookmark: _Int_LNFyIfwg]Primarily, we strive to promote sportsmanship to all our students. Components of sportsmanship are equally stressed: integrity, responsibility, and teamwork. Mater Bay has set up several necessary rules to give students a behavioral outline to ensure that they fully understand their responsibilities to their school, their teammates, and themselves. These rules are specifically listed within this handbook, and parents, coaches, and athletes are responsible for the content and guidelines. These rules apply during the entire sports season, on and off school grounds, twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. 

[bookmark: _Int_LRlqEIYH]The procedures portion of the handbook deals with common sense practices, which need to be counted for all to understand. These procedures deal with the many daily, weekly, and monthly activities in which students are likely to be involved. These include, but are not restricted too, clothing, game days, jewelry, grooming, etc., all of which are specifically outlined in the handbook.


Commitment to Academic Success 
All students of Mater Bay handle their academic success. This essential responsibility serves as our guideline for the role athletics plays in student life. Academic commitments take precedence over any athletic activity. Given the demands of time and schedule made on the student, planning and preparation of academic work is critical. Participation in athletics is not an acceptable excuse for poor academic performance. In other words, schoolwork comes first! In addition, all financial obligations must be fulfilled before a student can take part in any extracurricular activity.  
[bookmark: _Int_wZD5ehrg]Any athlete with an unweighted GPA below 2.5 at the end of each academic quarter will be ineligible to take part in any athletic activities. Grades will be reviewed every two weeks to monitor academic progress.
If a student becomes academically ineligible during the second semester of ninth grade or the first semester of tenth grade due to a cumulative GPA falling below 2.0 at the end of the previous semester—and the GPA remains below 2.0 at the conclusion of the current semester of ineligibility—the student may regain eligibility for the following semester under the following conditions:
a) The student must sign an academic performance contract with their school upon discovery of ineligibility and must fully execute and meet all requirements of that contract.
b) The student must sit out for the entire semester during which they are ineligible.
c) The student must earn a GPA of 2.0 or higher on a 4.0 unweighted scale, or its equivalent, in all courses taken during the semester of ineligibility.



Mater Bay Athletics
Varsity Program Goals - Competition at the varsity level is the culmination of each sport’s program. All student athletes are expected to put forth their best effort always, especially when they are wearing Mater Bay colors. We strive to compete at the highest level in each sport, while upholding our ideals of sportsmanship, respect, commitment, and integrity. 
At the varsity level, coaches are NOT expected to give playing time to all athletes. Playing time is based on several factors including talent, performance, and caliber of the opponent. Varsity athletics is a competitive experience in which achievement and outcomes are high priorities. Mater Bay will create multiple team levels to support strong participation. 
If a student-athlete proves more advanced skill sets, they may be asked to move up to a more competitive level. Student athletes will never be asked to move down to play below their grade level. The head coach of the program and varsity coaching staff will make this decision after consulting with the student-athlete and the athlete’s family.

EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENT ATHLETES
Failure to follow any of the following expectations can result in being excused from practice, being suspended from the team, or being excused from the team. Conditioning can be an alternative penalty depending on the rule that is broken.
· Athletics serves as an extension of the classroom. You are a Mater Bay student, above anything else.
· RESPECT all coaches, teachers, peers and especially teammates. Failure to be respectful.
· could result in IMMEDIATE removal from the team. Disrespect will NOT be tolerated.
· Student Athletes will be supportive and encouraging towards every teammate.
· Celebrate each other’s accomplishments.
· Mater Bay athletes will conduct themselves and treat others with the utmost respect and kindness. Any behavior considered disrespectful or inappropriate may result in a loss of playing time or removal from the team.
· Work and play hard every day to improve as individuals and as a team.
· Be dressed on time and ready for every scheduled practice, game, and team activity.
·  I acknowledge that playing time on this team is an HONOR and a PRIVILEGE, not a right.
·  Student athletes are expected to attend EVERY scheduled practice, scrimmage, game and all other team-related activities.
· Coaches have the right to recommend to the Director of Athletics the dismissal of participants from the team roster for conduct considered detrimental to the team.
· Dismissal may be done with or without penalty. The decision by the Director of Athletics, with approval from the Division Head, to dismiss a student-athlete from the team is final. 
· All communication and information about missing practices/game should be conducted at least 12 hours in advance.
· Athletes are expected to keep up with school academics. Proper time management is an essential part of being a student-athlete.  Any student with a D or F will not be allowed in any of the activities. 
· Coaches reserve the right to excuse an athlete if they are not in compliance with grades or conduct.
· Athlete fees are mandatory to receive apparel and take part in games. Please keep all receipts.
· Each athlete is expected to dress properly for practice and bring all equipment necessary EVERYDAY.
· Practice is NOT optional. If a practice is missed, the only acceptable “excuses” will be the following: due to an emergency or family emergency, prior notice is needed if possible. If an athlete misses practice two days or the day before a game, the athlete will not play in the game. Weight Room sessions are an extension of practice as well,
· There will be zero tolerance for bullying or disrespect towards another athlete or coach. Any athlete(s) seen making fun of, picking on, or disrespecting a team will be suspended for a day or more, and a meeting will be scheduled with the parent and athlete.
· Any form of disrespect towards a coach will not be tolerated. Any sign of disrespect will be handled according to how we as staff see fit. 
· Foul language and disrespectful conduct are unacceptable at any time. Athletes AND Coaches are expected to behave professionally.
· We ask that parents and athletes be mindful of the time when reaching out to coaches. Please avoid contacting them late in the evening, except in situations related to scheduled games. It's important to respect coaches’ personal time outside of team responsibilities.
· Proper discipline is expected at ALL team functions. Including school hours, practice, and any team function. Foul language and disrespectful conduct are unacceptable.  
· Each athlete is expected to take part in team fundraising. 
· Each athlete is expected to take care of the team facilities, weight room, equipment, etc..... 
· All athletes are to abide by the FHSAA bylaws. 
· The TEAM concept will be applied to everything we do. You will love each single one of your teammates. You will always support each other on and off the field. If you have personal issues with a teammate, we will make sure that issue is resolved. This is a team, and we will act like it. 
· Athletes are to bring their own equipment every day to practice. Unless informed otherwise. 
· Athletes are expected to be at EVERY practice. 
· [bookmark: _Int_FP6SHUTP]The team comes first when it comes to any outside travel teams, showcases, etc. Please communicate properly beforehand with the coaches.
· Tattoo Policy: All visible tattoos must be fully covered during athletic contests. Acceptable coverings include arm sleeves, undershirts, compression gear, or other approved coverings as decided by the coaching staff and athletic department. Failure to comply may result in removal from participation until the tattoos are properly covered.
· Team Fees: Fundraising opportunities may be offered throughout the school year to help support team activities, equipment, travel, and overall program needs. Any funds raised beyond the required amount will be applied directly to team funds. Student-athletes may be required to raise a designated fundraising amount. Any portion not raised by the athlete will become the responsibility of the student-athlete/family and will be considered a team fee.
· Participation in fundraising activities does not replace any required athletic registration or participation fees unless specifically stated by the school or athletic department.
· All required team or program fees must be paid by the designated deadline through the school-approved payment platform. Student-athletes who fail to meet financial obligations by the established deadline may be restricted from participating in team-related activities, receiving team gear, or other program benefits until the balance is resolved

ATHLETIC DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES
1. The coach will first meet with the athlete(s) to discuss the issue(s).
2. The coach will then discuss the concerns with the Director of Athletics.
3. If concerns persist, the coach and athlete(s) will meet with the Director of Athletics.
4. If the problems continue after this meeting, the coach will meet with the parents or guardians of the athlete(s) and the Director of Athletics to discuss the issues, what has been done and to decide the proper actions.
[bookmark: _Int_z3iRjivh]5. If the coach believes that the athlete(s) continues to exhibit the same difficulties, the coach, in conjunction with the Director of Athletics, can suspend the athlete(s) for a specific period.
6. Finally, if all other courses of action have not produced the desired results, the coach, with the approval of the Director of Athletics, can remove the athlete from the team.
[bookmark: _Int_PGFhYWEe]Note: The Mater Bay administration reserves the right to review any incident that reflects poorly on the school. Should a student be guilty of representing the school poorly, the administration may use the school discipline process and/or choose to suspend the athlete from athletic participation for up to one year. Additionally, if FHSAA levies a fine on an athlete’s behavior, it shall be the responsibility of that athlete to reimburse the school for such fines.





ROLE OF PARENTS
Mater Bay Academy encourages the support and involvement of our families. Parents not only play an important role in supporting their own student-athlete, but also in strengthening and supporting the entire program. At the start of each season, teams may require a team parent to serve as a liaison between coaches and families. Team parents help relay important information and assist in organizing volunteers for concessions, gates, and other team responsibilities.
To help foster a positive athletic environment, parents and spectators should avoid speaking negatively about coaches’ decisions, strategies, or game management. Such behavior can create unnecessary tension between athletes, coaches, and families. Parents are also encouraged to avoid replaying every aspect of a game or focusing primarily on negative moments afterward. If an athlete wishes to discuss the game, parents should allow the athlete to initiate the conversation. Spectators are encouraged to cheer in support of our student-athletes while always showing respect toward opponents, officials, and visiting teams.
As representatives of Mater Bay Academy, all parents, guardians, family members, and spectators are expected to always conduct themselves in a respectful and sportsmanlike manner, both on and off campus. Participation in the cheerleading program is a privilege, and all families are expected to uphold the values, standards, and reputation of our school community. Parents and spectators should model positive behavior and support all student-athletes in a way that reflects pride, integrity, and good sportsmanship.
Mater Bay Academy reserves the right to address inappropriate conduct immediately. Consequences may include removal from events and/or restricted attendance at future activities. Our goal is to maintain a positive, respectful, and supportive environment for all students, coaches, families, and guests.
Allow the coaches to coach; let the athletes play; and let the officials officiate, and everyone can then enjoy all athletic events. Below are some suggested topics you can discuss with your child in these situations.
Values of Winning – help your child learn the values of winning by:
· [bookmark: _Int_CRujomZY][bookmark: _Int_dxqTIH2s]Offering congratulations on winning and identifying the efforts made by individuals and the team.
· Recognizing the improvement and growth of both individuals and teams is important.
· Emphasizing competitiveness and doing one’s best.
· Providing a period of quiet time for your child to “decompress” after a loss before you discuss the game.
· Crediting the other team or the play of their opponent.
· Focusing on improvement by individuals and teams.
· Discuss what was successful.


ISSUES OF CONCERN
What are the proper issues to discuss with the coach? In any discussion with a coach, parents should communicate calmly and politely. Mater Bay coaches and the Athletic Department have an open-door policy and are willing to meet with parents. 
Please note the following guidelines for parent-coach meetings:
The meeting should be scheduled 24 hours in advance for a suitable time and location, which should be agreed upon beforehand by both parties.
Remember that the whole team's needs must be considered by the coach and supported by the parents.
Parents are ENCOURAGED to discuss:
• The treatment of their child
• Ways to help their child improve
• Concern about their child’s behavior
• Coaches’ expectations for their child and the team
• Sanctions incurred by their child
• College participation
Parents should NOT discuss:
• Placement on the team
• Playing time
• Strategies used by the coach during contests
• Other student-athletes, unless parents have a concern about the way other student-athletes interact with their child.
COACH OR PROGRAM COMPLAINTS
Athletics can be an emotional endeavor, and occasionally a conflict may arise. If any parent has an athletic issue concerning their child, please respect and abide by our “24 Hour Rule”– that is, please wait 24 hours before contacting the coach, except in an emergency. We have found that all parties who feel that they have an athletics issue take the time to reflect on the situation. The ensuing conversation will likely be based less on emotions and personalities and more on the facts of the matter. If you wish to discuss a program or issue concerning your child, begin by contacting their coach. Often the problem or concern is resolved at this level. If after 24 hours any parent still feels that the situation merits attention, please follow the procedures listed below:
Steps for resolution:
1. Athletes should speak with the coach privately.
2. Parent(s) and athletes should speak with the coach privately.
3. Contact the Director of Athletics to meet with all parties involved.
4. Lastly, schedule a meeting with the Head of Junior High/Head of Senior High, Athletic Director, and coach. The joint decision of the Division Head and Athletic Director because of this meeting is final.

Please note that angry or aggressive communication is also counterproductive, and coaches have the prerogative to disengage from conversations they consider detrimental to a positive resolution.


PRE-SEASON MEETINGS
All athletic programs must conduct a parent organizational meeting prior to the start of the season. During this meeting, coaches will review important information including team placement, practice times and locations, transportation expectations, program costs, game schedules, game day responsibilities, coaching philosophy, and team policies.
Programs may appoint a team parent to assist with season coordination, though this is optional. Coaches may conduct the meeting in person, virtually, or communicate the necessary information through email.
Additionally, coaches may implement a player agreement outlining team-specific expectations and responsibilities tailored to their program and student-athletes.
COMMUNICATION
Effective two-way communication between coaches and athletes/parents is a cornerstone of the Mater Bay athletic program. The primary communication should be between the team's head coach and the student athlete. However, at times, parents may need to take a more active role in the communication process. Effective communication between parties is based on mutual respect and understanding.
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
A student must be in school for at least 2 full-class periods to be eligible to take part in practice or games that same day. Student athletes are expected to be at all practices and games unless they are absent from school. Students who skip a class resulting in an unexcused absence from that class will lose privileges, including the opportunity to take part in any extra-curricular activity, including athletics, scheduled for that day. The Division Head, and/or Director of Athletics - according to the situation - may make exceptions.





EARLY DISMISSALS/ABSENCES
[bookmark: _Int_j5mXseVG]It is the student-athlete’s responsibility to inform his/her classroom teachers of all known absences and/or early dismissals due to athletic events. Student-athletes are responsible for completing assignments and tests for classes missed and pre-arranging with their teachers to make up work, including homework, tests, quizzes, and papers due in classes missed for athletics. A student is expected to attend all classes on his/her schedule to be eligible to take part in the contest/practice/conditioning of the day. The athlete must be present at Student-Athlete Policies and Agreement 2 least half of the school day – by 11AM - on the day of the contest/practice/ conditioning, unless the student has been excluded from school attendance by the Athletic Director. 
ATHLETIC FORMS
Every student athlete must have on file with the Athletic Director the required documents before they begin taking part in athletics at Mater Bay. A student-athlete who takes part without the following forms may be ineligible for the rest of the season, and the team may face game forfeitures. All forms must be sent through athleticclearance.com. 
[bookmark: _Int_XC8CDMZT]The following forms are needed before a student-athlete participates:
1. FHSAA Form EL1 – ECG Screening Form.
2. FHSAA Form EL2 - Pre-participation Physical Examination Form.
3. FHSAA Form EL3 - Consent and Release Liability Form.
4. Certificate of Completion of NFHS courses – Concussion in Sports, Sudden
5. Cardiac Arrest, Hazing Prevention and Heat Illness Prevention
6. FHSAA Form GA4 - Affidavit of Compliance with Policy on Athletic
7. ALL FORMS AND DOCUMENTS ON ATHLETIC CLEARANCE

Social Media
Social media outlets can be great tools for our sports teams. However, along with the benefits of social media, we must also be cautious of what our athletes, teams, and coaches are posting.
Mater Bay Athletics Social Media:
• The only school sanctioned athletics accounts are Mater Bay Academy Facebook, and MATERBAYATHLETICS.
• Send all athletics social media requests to Giselle Ferreiro (and cc Andres Ferreiro), who manages these pages.
• Any other Mater Bay athletic accounts found on social media (Facebook, Instagram, X, TikTok, or Threads) aside from those listed above, are not affiliated with the school, or checked by administration. Therefore, Mater Bay is not responsible for any of the content represented on those pages and cannot be held accountable.


ATHLETIC OFFERINGS
Mater Bay is a member of the Florida High School Athletic Association. FHSAA rules are the rules of the Mater Bay athletics program. Please feel free to visit the FHSAA website at www.fhsaa.com for more details surrounding the association. All direct communication with the FHSAA should occur directly through the M Athletics Department. If you have a concern in which you think it is necessary to contact the FHSAA please contact the Mater Bay Athletics Department first.
Fall Season: Cheerleading, Cross Country (Boys & Girls), Flag Football (BOYS), Golf (Boys & Girls), Volleyball (GIRLS)
Winter Season: Basketball (Boys & Girls), Soccer (Boys & Girls)
Spring Season: Baseball, Softball, Tennis (Boys & Girls), Track & Field (Boys & Girls), Flag Football (GIRLS), Volleyball (BOYS)

JUNIOR VARSITY/MIDDLE SCHOOL ATHLETICS
[bookmark: _Int_rBcICoRz]These programs are designed for students to develop a passion for sports and athletic competitions. Through physical education and athletics, early adolescents develop and use their physical talents and skills. Each student athlete will have the opportunity to play at some point during the season unless his/her abilities and the game situation make it unsafe for them to participate. If the student athletes are committed to and can participate, everyone should have the opportunity to compete at some point during the season. There will be specific game/opponent situations that will not be conducive to every team member getting playing time.


ATHLETIC TEAM COMMITMENT
[bookmark: _Int_IsUZg36B]If, for some reason, a student-athlete decides to stop participating in a team, or is dismissed from a team, he/ she will not be allowed to join or take part in any other sport for the duration of that sport season (Fall/ Winter/Spring). Any student-athlete who decides to quit a team after learning of their placement will not be allowed to try out for that team the following year without the head coach's approval. Most, if not all, of the Varsity teams, and some JV teams, practice during school holidays. The level of commitment on a Varsity team requires the student-athlete to take part in these practices during vacations. If you are the parent of a Varsity student-athlete, please plan on your son/daughter taking part in these practices. If your son/daughter cannot attend these mandatory practices, it must be understood that there may be playing time consequences for failure to attend. The consequences vary and are handled by every coach. If there are extraordinary circumstances concerning a student’s participation in vacation practices, the parents must inform the coach beforehand.

“PLAYING UP” POLICY
[bookmark: _Int_YZLlTZk1][bookmark: _Int_KuOKSE2h][bookmark: _Int_C9F8Xqbs]The athletic department may, in some instances, allow younger student-athletes to “play up” onto High School or Junior Varsity teams. No athlete will be forced to play up. Playing Up must be agreed upon by the parents, the athlete, the coach, and the Athletic Director. Parents and younger athletes should understand that playing up is both an honor and a privilege. However, please note that coaches often prioritize playing time in games for older athletes. Consideration should be given to the fact that practices, games and seasons become increasingly demanding both physically and emotionally at higher levels. Parents and young athletes should consider both the short and long term physical and emotional impact of playing up.


ATHLETIC PARTICIPATION FEES
[bookmark: _Int_sNPJvBa9]Enrolled students who actively participate in a school sport will be charged a participation fee. The Athletic Participation Fee is non-refundable. Any participant who leaves a team voluntarily or who is dropped for disciplinary or scholastic deficiencies is not eligible for a refund. A paid participation fee does not guarantee that a student athlete will play. The control and determination of activities will remain the responsibility of the Head Coach, Athletic Director, and school administration.

COACHES’ DISCRETION
[bookmark: _Int_zZXADmND][bookmark: _Int_hNvLEtwC][bookmark: _Int_u93B51IP]Coaches may establish their own rules and schedules (supported by the Director of Athletics) within guidelines established by Mater Bay. It shall be up to the coach when to have practice, how long to practice and what to practice. The coach shall make decisions regarding strategy, captains, personnel, and scheduling. If parents have questions about a coach and his or her rules, they should first be addressed to the coach.

TRYOUTS
Tryouts are a part of many junior high and high school athletic programs. The maximum number of athletes allowed on a team will depend on facilities, safety, and equipment availability. Coaches will not restrict any student-athlete from trying-out, nor will a student-athlete’s placement on a team be dependent on their participation during off-season, open gym workouts or participation on a travel ball team. Team placement decisions will be based on ability, attitude, and commitment. Parents will not be allowed to attend tryouts.


MULTIPLE SPORT PARTICIPATION
[bookmark: _Int_OUg3PShF]Mater Bay believes in developing a well-rounded student-athlete. As such, coaches encourage athletes to take part in multiple sports. Student athletes should feel free to participate in as many sports as they would like to pursue that complement the academic load they are carrying.
[bookmark: _Int_v9O8XMFX]For student-athletes that desire to participate in more than one sport during the same season, coaches are encouraged to work together to help ensure this is done correctly. At the beginning of the season, the student athlete must get approval from the Athletic Director to be a two-sport athlete. 
At this time, the student athlete must declare one of the sports to be their primary sport. Both coaches must sign the form acknowledging the student-athlete’s primary sport choice. If there are any scheduling conflicts between the two sports, the student athlete must attend the primary sports event. 
[bookmark: _Int_yBCy3dth]The student athlete may not take part in post-season tournaments as a member of the secondary team until the primary sport season is over, including all post- season tournaments, unless approved by coaches and the Athletic Director. Once the student has selected a primary sport, the secondary coach may not pressure or encourage them to change their mind. If the student athlete is no longer a member of the primary sport, then they could also be ineligible to take part as a member of the secondary sport. If the student-athlete chooses not to continue taking part in the secondary sport once the season has started, they will not be allowed to participate in the dual-athlete program next year. All participation fees are non-refundable.
Head coaches do not have the authority to undo this agreement, nor to allow the student athletes to switch their primary & secondary sport designations. This agreement is between the student-athlete, their parents, and the Athletic Department. If a dual sport student-athlete’s sports are in different seasons, the student-athlete may not try-out for the next season sport until they have completed the current season to its fullest, unless both coaches come to an agreement. This includes all post-season tournaments. If a student-athlete does try-out for the next season's sport without the consent of their current coach, before the completion of their current season sport, the student-athlete will be ineligible to take part in the next season's sport team. The current season's sport has priority over any involvement with the next season's sports team.

SPORTSMANSHIP
[bookmark: _Int_ec8iynnN]Coaches handle their teams' conduct. Coaches and student-athletes should accept decisions made by game officials as final. In case of poor conduct by a student-athlete, the coach will immediately remove the student-athlete from the situation. In a show of good sportsmanship, all coaches and student athletes are expected to shake hands with the opposing coaches and student athletes at the conclusion of each game. All parents and spectators are expected to remain behind fences before, during and after contests and practices for all outdoor sports. All parents and spectators are expected to remain off the playing courts before, during and after contests and practice indoor sports. Storming of spectators onto the field/courts after a game will not be tolerated.


DRESS AND BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS
[bookmark: _Int_G8IA3jB6][bookmark: _Int_viIdzhV3][bookmark: _Int_AVt71HzU]Students represent the school to their peers, parents, and members of this community. It is therefore important that they look, act, and play accordingly. Coaches are responsible for ensuring that the students do so in a manner that represents the individuals, the team, the school, and the community in a positive light. Students who do not abide by these rules are subject to disciplinary action and may have their participation withheld until they follow the coach’s rules. Athletes are expected to dress according to a coach’s specifications and should dress in a way that reflects the unity of the team. Each student handles dressing and grooming appropriately while attending practices and competitions. The wearing of inappropriate attire could result in the removal from team competition on the specific day the infraction occurs. See your coach or Director of Athletics if you are concerned about specific attire. Please take pride in your appearance and your team.
[bookmark: _Int_M5I7LyxW]During competitions, students’ uniforms are to be worn as specified by the coaches according to what is appropriate for that sport and that uniform. Students may not wear earrings or other jewelry while competing in their sport. All team members should remain “dressed out” in full uniform, when in public view, while waiting for earlier contests to finish as well as during pre-game warm-ups. The silent language of personal appearance not only projects an image of team unity, but it is also part of the total impression that Mater Bay wishes to give to its students, parents, and visitors. When teams travel to other schools, one of two approaches to attire may be taken: either all athletes wear pre-game warm-ups (e.g. shirts, jackets, and pants) if the team has them OR all athletes wear their full team uniform (jerseys, socks, shorts, or pants, depending on the sport). Teams should be dressed up prior to leaving Mater Bays campus. No student should arrive for a competition at another school dressed in street clothes.
[bookmark: _Int_UArry413][bookmark: _Int_vhl355eV]During practice, students are to wear proper attire. Coaches may make rules and establish consequences for those athletes who do not bring their practice clothes. Students are not to take shirts off during practice (no “shirts vs. skins”) and female athletes must wear appropriate tops over sports bras. While shirts and shorts do not have to adhere to the policies specified in the student's dress code for school, a degree of modesty is expected, and clothing shall not be excessively revealing or worn inappropriately.
[bookmark: _Int_ujbRP0z8]Students are expected to refrain from using profanity, vulgar language, and rude gestures. Coaches will establish consequences for students who use inappropriate language depending on the severity of the situation and the number of times the issue has been addressed.

EQUIPMENT AND UNIFORMS
It is the student-athlete’s responsibility to care for the equipment and team uniforms issued by Mater Bay. All uniforms must be returned in the same condition in which they were originally issued—clean, undamaged, and complete. Failure to return the uniform, or returning it in poor or damaged condition, will result in a fee equal to the cost of replacement. This fee will be charged to the students’ AGAVEX school wallet. Student-athletes will have one week after the completion of their last contest to turn in all school-issued gear to the Athletics Department.

SENIOR NIGHT
Senior Night for each sport is an opportunity for coaches to show their appreciation for their senior team members. This is done by recognizing the athletes' achievements and favorite moments during the Senior Night game. Senior Night is not an obligation to play the seniors in the game. Seniors who normally play on a junior varsity team will join the team for recognition.



VARSITY DISTINCTION AWARDS
[bookmark: _Int_U9REdkCd]Student-athletes willing and ready to take part in practices and scheduled contests at the varsity level are eligible for a varsity letter. It is at the discretion of the Athletic Department to determine who is eligible to receive a varsity distinction award. 
The award of a varsity letter is not only dependent on the amount of playing time. Athletes must have consecutive years of participation in the sport. Junior varsity athletes who join the varsity team after their junior varsity season are not guaranteed a varsity distinction award for a student.
Student athletes who achieve varsity status in a sport will be honored each year of CONSECUTIVE participation with the following recognition:
· Year 1 – Sports Pin (specific to the sport)
· Year 2 – Varsity Letterman Jacket
· Year 3 – Chenille “M” Letter Patch
· Year 4 – Sport-Specific Patch
· Year 5- Mater Bay Athletic Service Coin
Athletes who take part in multiple varsity sports will receive a sports pin for each sport, which should be displayed on their varsity letters.
[bookmark: _Int_syMFIl02]Service Bars will be awarded for additional years of participation beyond the fourth year or in recognition of continued commitment to the same sport.




Important Note:
If a student-athlete has already received a varsity jacket through one sport, they will not receive an additional jacket for another sport. Continued involvement in additional sports will be acknowledged through the appropriate sport pins and service bars. In addition, ATHLETES WHO DO NOT ATTEND THE CEREMONY WILL NOT RECEIVE THEIR DISTINCTION. SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES MAY APPLY, IT MUST BE COMMUNICATED WITH THE ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT.
If a student-athlete has already earned a varsity jacket through participation in one sport, an additional varsity jacket will not be awarded for participation in another sport. Continued participation and achievement in additional sports will be recognized through the awarding of appropriate sport pins and service bars.
Student-athletes who do not attend the awards ceremony will forfeit receipt of their distinction unless prior communication has been made with the Athletic Department regarding special circumstances.
TEAM CELEBRATIONS
Head coaches are encouraged to organize and conduct an end of season celebration. This event will include all team levels in the program. This celebration should occur within a reasonable amount of time from the final varsity game's conclusion unless prohibited by academic priorities such as final exam week. The coaches, student-athletes, and their parents worked extremely hard during the season to make it a success. This celebration belongs to everyone!
Team celebrations should be cost-feasible (not more than $30/per person) for all team members and parents. Mater Bay will allow teams to use their facilities when they are available. The athletic department will collaborate with coaches to help with overseeing party planning. Cash or gift cards may not be given to a student athlete as a senior gift.
TRANSPORTATION
All teams must travel to away games using the athletic department buses or an outside company. After the trip, it is the coach’s responsibility to ensure that the bus is clean. Athletes should help with the pick-up. Teams may not travel on the bus without a coach. They may not drive any other students. Under no circumstances should a student-athlete be allowed to ride home from an off-campus athletic event in another student's vehicle. When arriving back on campus from an away game, coaches must be the last ones to go home. They should never leave a student-athlete unsupervised in the parking lot.





TEAM TRIPS AND LONG-DISTANCE TRAVEL
Mater Bay teams may travel to tournaments and meets outside the Space Coast area. The athletic department works with coaches to find the correct level of competition for each team. Some teams may need to travel further and more often than others. 
Keeping opportunity and expenses in mind, the athletic department adheres to the following policies:
· All team trips must be approved by the Athletic Director before any team announcements are made or schedules handed out.
· A complete itinerary and travel roster must be provided; to include names and
telephone numbers of all hotels and schools.
· All participating student-athletes must have completed all the proper paperwork.
· Coaches may choose to use athletic funds to help with travel costs. Hotels and transportation are booked by the head coach and secured by the athletic department. Reimbursement must be made to the athletic department prior to departure.
· [bookmark: _Int_ZsXCSm0r]Student athletes are responsible for the cost of meals unless otherwise notified by the coach.
· Participating in a team trip is voluntary, and student-athletes and their families cannot incur an additional cost.
· [bookmark: _Int_4pOE96ew][bookmark: _Int_bsIY3izW]Parents/chaperones will follow all school rules regarding adults who are responsible for students.





DRUG/ALCOHOL POLICY
This handbook is an extension of the expectations and guidelines set forth by the Mater Bay Academy Student Handbook. Please note, the use of alcohol, tobacco, or tobacco-like products, performance-enhancing supplements, or other intoxicants and mind-altering substances by student-athletes, coaches, spectators, and officials on Mater Bay property is prohibited.

ATHLETIC TRAINING DEPARTMENT POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
[bookmark: _Int_B3oJvPyE]The Athletic Training Team assumes no liability for any actions taken by an athlete, coach, spectator or others resulting in harm or injury to its affiliates. The Athletic Training Team will, however, provide immediate care to injured affiliates within its scope of practice. Should care outside of the certified athletic trainer’s scope of practice be called for, said injured person will be referred to a physician and/or hospital for further evaluation. It is the athlete and their guardian’s decision as to the medical course of action regarding treatment of an injury.

ATHLETIC TRAINER
[bookmark: _Int_lXQSvSOA]The Mater Bay Athletics Department will provide a Certified Athletic Trainer (ATC) for athletic training services to athletes supervised by a licensed practicing physician. The ATC will support open communication with coaches, parents/guardians and physicians regarding an athlete’s injury status, treatment, and rehabilitation protocol, while keeping HIPAA standards of care.
[bookmark: _Int_NG82Zghn][bookmark: _Int_xnvKbIWg][bookmark: _Int_8XmKjyzu]Weekends and holidays will be managed as needed. Medical coverage for practices and games will be determined based on the sport’s risk for injury, the sport’s risk for potential life-threatening injury or medical emergency, amount of potential contact, and location. The ATC will provide athletic training services for all home athletic contests. In a time conflict, a football game supersedes any home contest of another sport. Prevention of athletic injuries will be provided by the ATC as prophylactic taping, wraps, and braces. The ATC will provide immediate medical care to injured athletes and refer the athlete to a physician or other medical facility, as necessary. The ATC will develop and provide rehabilitation programs for athletic injuries supervised by a licensed referring physician. The ATC will maintain accurate and prompt record keeping about the athletes and any athletic injuries or medical conditions of the athlete. All medical files will be stored electronically. The ATC handles creating a budget, ordering, and keeping inventory of all athletic training supplies. The ATC will coordinate and schedule pre-participation physicals with the team physician's availability. 
[bookmark: _Int_Bz4nE43c][bookmark: _Int_sKa3CE4I]If an Appropriate Healthcare Professional (AHCP) decides that a student-athlete is physically unfit to take part in athletics or physical education class, written notification from a medical professional is needed for the student-athlete to resume participation in athletics. A parent cannot grant this permission. If a student is not physically able to take part in physical education class, then they are not allowed to participate in athletics at the same time.
HIPAA Privacy Notice
We understand that medical information about you and your health is personal. We are committed to protecting medical information about you. We create a record of the care and services you receive from the Mater Bay Athletic Training Team. We need this record to provide you with quality care and to meet certain legal requirements. This notice applies to all the records of your care generated by the Mater Bay Athletic Training Department.  
[bookmark: _Int_zyJXIBKp][bookmark: _Int_WHvDLgOq]Your personal doctor may have different policies or notices on the doctor’s use and disclosure of your medical information created in the doctor’s office or clinic. This notice will tell you about the ways in which Mater Bay may use and disclose medical information about you. We also describe your rights and certain obligations we have regarding the use and disclosure of medical information.

We are required by law to:
· [bookmark: _Int_Q1Aiyc7b]Make sure that medical information that identifies you is kept private.
· Give you this notice of our legal duties and privacy practices with respect to
· personal medical information.
· Follow the terms of the notice into effect.

Protected Health Information (PHI)
PHI is information related to a person’s healthcare treatment and the payment for those services. PHI includes information that could reasonably identify individual and sensitive health information. Some examples would include names, address, phone number, social security number, date of birth, diagnosis/prognosis, procedures, medications, physician name and specialty and test results.
Health care providers often need to discuss patient information in places such as the Athletic Training Room or a semi-private room, where privacy is often difficult to achieve. From time to time, these discussions may result in an “incidental” disclosure of PHI.
[bookmark: _Int_BU4KOKjL]The goal of the privacy regulations is not to prevent discussions related to treatment, but rather to ensure that the organization and its employees are doing what is reasonable to protect a patient’s PHI. Whenever possible, conversations containing PHI will be avoided in public places such as hallways, elevators, lounges, and cafeterias.
Head Injury Protocol
The Mater Bay Athletic Trainers will follow the protocol set forth by the National Federation of High Schools (NFHS) and Florida High School Athletic Association (FHSAA) concerning the diagnosis, treatment, and rehabilitation of suspected mild traumatic brain injury.
If a student is removed from playing by an athletic trainer (ATC), coach, or administrator on duty (AOD) with suspected concussion, the student MUST see a healthcare professional (AHCP) for evaluation. If a concussion is diagnosed by the AHCP, the FHSAA’s return to play process is needed. If concussion is ruled out by the AHCP, the student must provide written documentation from the AHCP to the athletic trainer or school nurse. Mater Bay recognizes that concussions may occur outside of school hours, or at a non-school event. Therefore, the student's acute management may occur outside this policy's scope. However, for such an incident the daily management, return to play decisions and return to learning decisions for the student will be guided by this policy. For a student to receive classroom accommodation, begin post-concussion management, and return to play/learn protocols, written medical documentation from an approved health care provider (AHCP) with a formal diagnosis of a concussion must be on file with the School Nurse.
Policy Overview:
The concussion management and treatment policy include:
I. Baseline testing (optional)
II. Acute management of a concussion
[bookmark: _Int_w0PhVDD7]III. Post-concussion daily management
IV. Completion of return to play and return to learn protocols.
I. Baseline Testing (optional).
All Mater Bay student-athletes can complete concussion baseline testing each year. This baseline testing will help the members of the concussion management team effectively manage, treat and return students to academics and activity from a concussion.
II. Acute Concussion Management
Any student that suffers symptoms of a concussion will be removed from participation in any physical activity, including team practices/contests, PE classes, theater, strengthening and conditioning sessions. Any Mater Bay employee that suspects a student has a concussion or notices any student suffering any symptoms of a concussion must report their concerns to the school nurse. The medical staff will then complete the following steps.
1. Assessment/Evaluation of student.
2. Notify parents, provide education materials about concussions, management, and the Mater Bay Policy
3. Refer student to an approved health care provider (AHCP).
4. Create an electronic medical record (EMR) for the student.
5. Notify the Athletic Department
6. The Athletic Department will notify the academic advisor, and all teachers involved. If the injury/incident occurred during school hours or at a Mater Bay event, coaches or other Mater Bay employees will fill out a school incident form at once and give it to the School Nurse. If a student loses consciousness, the condition of the student-athlete deteriorates, or the medical staff feels there is a more life-threatening injury that has occurred in addition to the concussion the Emergency Action Plan (EAP) for transportation to a hospital via EMS will be started.

III. Post-Concussion Management
Any student that has been diagnosed with a concussion must check in at the Clinic prior to
beginning class each day. The medical staff will follow these steps:
1. Have students complete a daily symptom checklist.
2. Document symptom checklist and any other pertinent information daily.
3. Keep communication with Athletic Trainer
IV. Return to Learn and Return to Play/Activity Return to Learn
To return to play/activity protocol will be completed by the student and
supervised by the medical staff:
The gradual return to play/activity protocol consists of 6 stages. Once the AHCP involved cleared the student to begin this gradual return, the student will complete one stage per day and may only continue to the next stage of the protocol if they have proved a tolerance for physical exertion without increasing signs and symptoms during or after activity. If the athlete experiences a return of any concussion symptoms, they must at once stop activity, wait at least 24 hours or until asymptomatic, and drop back to the earlier asymptomatic level.
The stages are as follows:
1. Stage One: No Activity / Rest
2. Stage Two: Light aerobic activity to increase the heart rate to no more than 70% max HR,
no resistance training
3. Stage Three: Sport-specific exercise (Aerobic + Strength training)
4. Stage Four: Non-contact practice and/or drills (non-contact sport specific drills)
5. Stage Five: Full contact practice
6. Stage Six: Return to full activity
To begin stage two, the student must have a signature of the AHCP involved on the FHSAA Post Head Injury/Concussion Initial Return to Participation form (AT18). Once a student completes stage five, they will have to follow up with the same AHCP to be medically cleared for full participation. Per the FHSAA regulation, the AT18 form must be completed and turned into the school nurse for a student to be allowed to return to full activity/play. Per this Mater Bay policy, a student may not return to full activity/play if they have not completed full integration back into the classroom without academic modifications.
Sudden Cardiac Arrest
Sudden cardiac arrest is a leading cause of sports-related death. This policy provides procedures for educational requirements of all paid coaches and recommends added training. Sudden cardiac arrest is a condition in which the heart suddenly and unexpectedly stops beating. If this happens, blood stops flowing to the brain and other vital organs. SCA can cause death if it’s not treated within minutes. Symptoms of sudden cardiac arrest include collapse, no pulse, and no breathing. Warning signs associated with sudden cardiac arrest include fainting during exercise or activity, shortness of breath, racing heart rate, dizziness, chest pains, extreme fatigue. All coaches, whether paid or volunteer, are regularly trained in CPR and the use of an AED. Training is encouraged through agencies that provide hands-on training and offer certificates that include an end date. Automatic external defibrillators (AEDs) are needed at all FHSAA State Series games, tournaments and meets. The FHSAA also strongly recommends that they be available at all preseasons and regular season events as well along with coaches/individuals trained in CPR. 
What to do if your student-athlete collapses:
1. Call 911
2. Send for an AED
3. Begin chest compressions
AED Locations are:
1. Front Office
2. Scot Center Narthex
3. All Mater Bay Shuttles and Buses


Heat Related Illness
The Mater Bay Athletic Training Department will follow protocols set forth by the National Athletic Trainers’ Association (NATA) concerning the recognition, diagnosis, treatment, and rehabilitation of heat related illnesses included but not limited to dehydration, heat exhaustion, exertional heat stroke, and any sickle cell-related event.
Heat Acclimatization Heat acclimatization for equipment intensive sports will be conducted following guidelines set forth by the NFHS and FHSAA. Heat illness is a cause for concern for high school student-athletes beginning pre-season practices in the warm, summer months and other times of extreme heat. The most serious heat illness, exertional heat stroke, is one of the leading causes of preventable death in these athletes. Heat production during intense exercise is 15 to 20 times greater than at rest and can raise body core temperature one to two degrees Fahrenheit every five minutes unless heat is dissipated. The following policy provides guidelines and procedures for conducting preseason practices and activities to ensure the well-being of student-athletes. The intent of this policy is to require FHSAA member schools to follow a preseason acclimatization and recovery model for all sports that enhances student-athlete's well-being. The policy also requires individual schools, or districts, to select and promote a method of environmental monitoring to be used outside the acclimatization period and follow standard recommendations for practice modifications, for the safety of the student-athlete.
Monitoring Heat Stress. 
The following governs procedures for monitoring heat stress: Each member of school must check heat stress. Heat stress is decided by measuring the ambient temperature, humidity, wind speed, sun angle, and cloud cover at the site of the athletic activity. 



The following guidelines are to be adhered to for the following heat stress readings (as suggested by the SMAC):
Cooling zones must be available for each outdoor athletic contest, practice, workout or conditioning session. Cooling zones must include the immediate availability of cold-water immersion tubs or equivalents and can also include the following: ice sponges and towels or tarps that can be filled with ice and wrapped around individuals to rapidly cool internal body temperature. The presence of an employee or volunteer trained to administer cold-water immersion is needed. Each member of the school’s emergency action plan must include a procedure for onsite cooling using cold-water immersion or equivalent means before a student-athlete is transported to a hospital for exertional heatstroke. Coaches must adopt a heat injury prevention philosophy by always promoting unrestricted access to water, and a student-athlete should never be denied access to water.
Student-athletes who take part in activities that last for an extended amount of time or multiple activities a day should be provided with electrolytes to aid in rehydration. Rest breaks must involve unlimited hydration of intake and rest without any activity involved. Each athletic coach involved in outdoor practices or events shall complete training in exertional heat illness identification, prevention and response, including effective administration of cooling zones.


Lightning
In case of severe weather, the Administrator on Duty (AOD) and/or the Athletic Trainer can make decisions about the commencement and continuation of games and/or practices. It is the responsibility of the AOD and/or the Athletic Trainer to obtain weather reports prior to the start of practices and games and notify coaches and officials of a safe place to go should a storm conflict with a practice or game. The AOD and/or Athletic Trainer handles informing coaches and officials when it is safe to resume practices and/or games. If inclement weather is in the area, coaches will be notified via email and text message. If there is a strike 8 miles away, a siren will sound, and Sports Medicine staff, coaches, and officials must begin to clear all outdoor venues. All participants and spectators must go to safe locations. Safe locations include fully enclosed cars for spectators (primary) and the Field House for coaches and athletes. At 0-8miles, everyone should be in a safe location. After a strike within the 0-8mile radius occurs, a 30-minute period will begin. Every time a strike occurs in the 0–8-mile radius, the 30-minute clock starts over. After a 30-minute period has been completed without another strike, the siren will sound again, and the Sports Medicine staff will allow coaches and/or officials to resume outdoor activities.









Transfer Eligibility & Appeals
I. General Eligibility
1. Students who are not currently suspended from school or from interscholastic or extracurricular activities due to disciplinary action are eligible to participate in school-sponsored athletics, provided all other eligibility requirements are met.
2. All student-athletes must complete and submit the required athletic eligibility packet prior to participation in any school-sponsored athletic activity.
3. A student’s eligibility shall not be affected by an alleged recruiting violation until a final disposition of the allegation has been made in accordance with FHSAA procedures.
4. Falsification of any required documentation shall result in a loss of athletic eligibility for 365 days upon confirmation of the falsification.
5. The Mater Bay Academy Code of Student Conduct shall govern student disciplinary matters.
6. All current Florida High School Athletic Association (FHSAA) bylaws and policies shall govern athletic eligibility and participation.
II. Transfer and Participation Rule
Student-athletes transferring to Mater Bay Academy may be eligible for immediate participation under specific circumstances established by Florida law and FHSAA bylaws, including but not limited to:
· A move resulting from foster care placement;
· Active-duty military orders;
· A court-ordered change in custody;
· A full and complete family relocation involving one or more household members with whom the student previously resided;
· Formal acceptance from a school waitlist within the first twenty (20) days of the school year;
· Other circumstances permitted by Florida Statutes and FHSAA regulations.
Students who do not meet an automatic eligibility provision may be required to seek eligibility through the FHSAA appeals process.
All transfer students must report previous school attendance and athletic participation history to the Athletic Department. Eligibility determinations are made by the Athletic Department in accordance with FHSAA rules and Florida law.
Submission of documentation does not guarantee athletic eligibility. Final eligibility decisions and appeals are subject to FHSAA review and approval when applicable.
IV. Clarification of Application
The above provisions are intended to address substantial changes affecting a student’s educational welfare. These considerations shall not be applied solely for athletic opportunity, team placement, coaching preference, or competitive purposes.
All transfer eligibility determinations remain subject to review and approval by the Florida High School Athletic Association (FHSAA) when required under current bylaws. School-level review does not guarantee athletic eligibility.
VI. Confidentiality
All submitted materials and related information shall remain confidential and accessible only to personnel involved in the eligibility review process.
FLORIDA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION (FHSAA) PERTINENT POLICIES
Mater Bay is a full-member school of the Florida High School Athletic Association (FHSAA) and must ensure our interscholastic programs follow the regulations of the Association. Listed below are a few regulations outlined by the FHSAA to provide a better understanding of the Association’s rules for our coaches, parents and potential student-athletes.
Please check the FHSAA website at www.fhsaa.com or contact the Director of Athletics if you have any questions or would like further explanation or clarification of the rules.
POLICY 6: SPORT SEASON LIMITATIONS
6.1.2 School Contest Limitations. Each sport will have the following game/meet/match limitations for each level (i.e. varsity, junior varsity, freshman, etc.) regardless of how many teams participate at each level, which will be inclusive of all games/ meets/matches played in tournaments (for the sports of bowling, tennis and wrestling, each tournament counts as 2 matches). Only varsity level teams are allowed to take part in preseason games/meets/matches with the following limits:
A. Baseball, Basketball, Soccer, Softball, Volleyball and Water Polo – 2 preseason and 25 regular season games/matches
B. Beach Volleyball, Bowling, Lacrosse and Tennis – 2 preseason and 18 regular season games/matches
C. Cross Country, Swimming & Diving, Track & Field and Weightlifting – 1 preseason and 13 regular season meets
D. Flag Football – 2 preseason and 15 regular season games
E. Football and Competitive Cheerleading – 1 preseason and 10 regular season games/competitions, high school varsity level
8 games, all other levels and 1 postseason bowl game per Administrative Procedure 4.7.1.2 (Football only)
F. Golf – 1 preseason and 16 matches
G. Wrestling – 1 preseason and 20 regular season matches, 2 of which may only be single dual matches
POLICY 10.2: SPORT PARTICIPATION
10.2.1 Eligibility for Participation. A varsity team shall engage in a minimum number of interscholastic contests (games, matches or meets) as listed below, or the required number of district contests as decided in the district meeting (if applicable), whichever is greater, in the sport. To count as a contest, the school’s team shall take part in and complete the contest. Scheduled contests canceled or not completed (per the rules of the sport) may not be counted.
A. Baseball, Basketball, Soccer, Softball, Volleyball and Water Polo – 10 contests
B. Beach Volleyball, Bowling, Lacrosse, Tennis and Wrestling – 7 contests
C. Flag Football and Golf - 6 contests
D. Cross Country, Swimming & Diving and Track & Field – 5 contests
E. Football, Competitive Cheerleading and Weightlifting – 4 contests
a. A varsity team must play not less than 60 percent of its regular season contests in the sport against FHSAA member schools.
b. A varsity team must not take more than one trip per school year in the sport beyond the neighboring states of Alabama, Georgia, and Mississippi.
POLICY 21: Off- SEASON CONDITIONING
[bookmark: _Int_xBAxiakI]21.1.1 Off-season. “Off-season” means the period during the regular school year but
outside the defined sport season for a specific sport.
21.1.3 Conditioning. Weight training is the use of free weights and stationary equipment.
Cardiovascular conditioning is distance and interval training. Plyometrics is the use of preset conditioning programs. Conditioning IS NOT teaching sport-specific skills and drills and DOES NOT involve sport-specific equipment (i.e. starting blocks, hurdles, rebounders, balls, rackets, etc.).
21.3 Off-season conditioning program participants shall file with the school the “FHSAA Consent and Release of Liability Certificate” and the “FHSAA Pre-participation Physical Evaluation” form.
21.4 Participation shall be voluntary and shall not be needed, either directly or indirectly, for membership of an interscholastic team.
21.5 Supervision by school personnel is needed.
POLICY 22: NON-SCHOOL TEAM AND/OR OFF-SEASON PARTICIPATION
22.1.3 Coach. “Coach” means any person, regardless of whether he/she is employed by the school or volunteer, who instructs, supervises, or otherwise manages student-athletes in conjunction with a practice, tryout, drill, workout, evaluation or competitive activity.
22.1.4 “Involved in Any Respect.” “Involved in any respect” means engaged in anything to do with a non-school team, including but not limited to coaching, scheduling, transporting, officiating and the hiring of officials, training, taping, managing team expenses, buying of uniforms and equipment, etc.
22.2 During the off-season, a coach shall not have contact with students outside the normal teacher-student classroom environment except to:
22.2.1 Decide for and aid in the conduct of physical examinations; or
22.2.2 explain eligibility regulations; or
22.2.3 solve insurance problems; or
22.2.4 review films; or
22.2.5 conduct off-season conditioning as defined in “Off-Season Conditioning” as per Policy 21.
22.3 A coach, prospective coach of any school member or any individual involved in any respect may not be involved with a non-school team in a sport unless the non-school team is affiliated with an outside agency promoting athletic participation opportunities.
22.3.2 Participation must include competition in the published scheduled events of the outside agency.
22.3.3 Student athletes and coaches, where applicable, are not allowed to wear any part of a school’s athletic uniform.
22.3.4 All fees or assessments, collected or paid for participation must be made to or from the outside agency.
22.3.5 Participation shall be voluntary and shall not be needed, either directly or indirectly, for membership of an interscholastic team.
22.3.6 Member schools may make their gymnasiums and other athletic facilities available to outside groups or organizations provided a fully executed usage agreement is provided and available upon request.
POLICY 36: ATHLETIC RECRUITING
36.1.1 Athletic Recruiting Forbidden. Athletic recruiting is a gross violation of the spirit and philosophy of educational athletics. Athletic recruiting is unethical and unsporting conduct and is forbidden by FHSAA Bylaws (FHSAA Bylaw 6.3).
36.1.2 Scope of School’s Responsibility. School's Responsibility for the conduct of its interscholastic athletic program includes responsibility for:
36.1.2.1 The acts of any employee or athletic department staff member.
36.1.2.2 The acts of third parties, such as an independent person, business or organization, that is a representative of the school’s athletic interests when a member of the school’s administration or athletic department staff knows or should know that the person, business or organization is promoting the school’s interscholastic athletic program; and
36.1.2.3 The acts of any other third parties, such as an independent person, business or organization, acting at the request, direction, or otherwise on behalf of any employee or representative of the school’s athletic interests.
36.1.2.4 The acts of any other third parties, such as an independent person, business or organization, acting on behalf of any student athlete.
36.1.4 Academic Recruitment Permissible. A school may conduct an academic recruitment program designed to attract students to the school based on its total educational and extracurricular (athletic and activities) program. A school must not use an academic recruitment program as a disguise for athletic recruiting.
[bookmark: _Int_O6MlBiR5]36.1.5 Financial Assistance Permissible. Private schools, as well as developmental research schools operated by state universities, may administer school-based financial aid programs for students who attend those schools. Financial aid must be unrelated to a student’s athletic interest, potential, or performance. Financial aid based even partially on a student’s athletic interest, potential or performance is not allowed.
36.1.6 Impermissible Benefit. Student-athletes must not receive impermissible benefits, which are benefits not given to all other students in the school.
36.2.1 Athletic Recruiting. “Athletic recruiting” is any effort by a school employee, athletic department staff member or representative of a school’s athletic interests to pressure, urge or entice a student to attend that school for the purpose of taking part in interscholastic athletics.
36.2.1.1 Representative of a School’s Athletic Interests. “Representative of a school’s athletic interests” refers to any independent person, business or organization that takes part in, aids with and/or promotes that school's interscholastic athletic program. This includes:
(a) A student-athlete or other student participant in the athletic program at that school; (b) The parents, guardians or other family members of a student-athlete or other student participant in the athletic program at that school.
(c) Immediate relatives of a coach or other member of the athletic department staff at that school; (d) A volunteer with that school’s athletic program.
(e) A member of an athletic booster organization of that school.
(f) A person, business or organization that makes financial or in-kind contributions to the athletic department or that is otherwise involved in promoting the school’s interscholastic athletic program.
36.2.2 Improper Contact. “Improper contact” is contact, either directly or indirectly, whether in person or through written or electronic communication, by a school employee, athletic department staff member, representative of the school’s athletic interests or third parties, such as an independent person, business or organization, with a student or any member of the student’s family, in an effort to pressure, urge or entice the student to attend a different school for the purpose of participating in interscholastic athletics. See Policy 37.
36.2.3 Impermissible Benefit. An “impermissible benefit” is any arrangement, aid or benefit that is not offered or generally made available to all students and/or their families who apply to or attend a school, or that otherwise is prohibited by FHSAA rules. Receipt of a benefit by a student-athlete or his/her family is not a violation of FHSAA rules if it is proved that the same benefit is generally available to the school’s students or family members and is not based in any way on athletic interest, potential or performance. See Policy 37.
36.2.4 Financial Assistance. “Financial assistance” is funds from various sources that are administered and provided by a school to students to pay or aid in paying costs related to their education at the school. See Policy 38.
36.3.1 References to Athletic Program. Any presentation conducted as part of a school’s academic recruitment program must promote the school’s overall educational and extracurricular programs. Any mention of the school’s interscholastic athletics program must be limited to a listing of the interscholastic sports sponsored by the school and a description of the school’s athletic facilities. It is understood that the presentations and activities of all persons involved in the school’s academic recruitment program must avoid any references to the school’s athletic program that might pressure, urge or entice a student to attend that school for purposes of athletic participation. All such presentations and activities must be in keeping with the general spirit of the rules prohibiting athletic recruiting.
36.3.2 Open Houses. A school may conduct an open house for prospective students and members of their families. Information distributed and presentations made during the open house, as well as advertisements for the open house, must limit references to the school’s athletic program to a listing of the interscholastic sports sponsored by the school and to a description of the school’s athletic facilities. No information can be distributed, or any statement made that in any way implies that the school’s interscholastic athletic program is better than any other school’s interscholastic athletic program, or that a student would be better served by taking part in interscholastic athletics at that school as opposed to any other school.
POLICY 37: IMPROPER CONDUCT AND IMPERMISSIBLE BENEFITS
37.1.1 General Regulation. No school employee, athletic department staff member, representative of the school’s athletic interests or third parties, such as an independent person, business or organization, may make contact, either in person or through any form of written or electronic communication or through any third party, with a student, or any member of the student’s family, in an effort to pressure, urge or entice the student to attend a different school for the purpose of participating in interscholastic athletics.
37.1.2 Specific Prohibitions. Specifically prohibited contact by school employees, athletic department staff members, representatives of the school’s athletic interests or third parties with a student includes, but is not limited to, the following:
37.1.2.1 Sending, or arranging for anyone else to send, any form of written or electronic communication to the student or any member of his/her family, to pressure, urge or entice the student to attend a different school to take part in interscholastic athletics. 
37.1.2.2 Visiting or entertaining the student or any member of his/her family to pressure, urge or entice the student to attend a different school to take part in interscholastic athletics. 
37.1.2.3 Making a presentation or distributing any form of advertisement, commercial or material that promotes primarily or exclusively a school’s athletic program or implies a school’s athletic program is better than the athletic program of any other school or suggests that the student’s athletic career would be better served by attending a different school.
37.1.2.4 Answering an inquiry by the student or any member of his/her family about athletic participation opportunities at a school with any response that pressures, urges or entices the student to attend a different school. The student or family member should be at once referred to the school employee responsible for registrations or admissions.
37.1.2.5 Providing transportation to the student or any member of his/her family to visit a school, to take an entrance examination for a school, to participate in an athletic tryout at a school, or to meet with a school employee, athletic department staff member, other representative of the school’s athletic interests or third parties, as part of an effort to pressure, urge or facilitate the student’s attendance at a different school to participate in interscholastic athletics.
[bookmark: _Int_exIRqBdW]37.1.2.6 Attending an elementary school, junior high school, middle school or non-school athletic contest to identify prospective student-athletes who might be recruited to attend a school. 
37.1.2.7 Suggesting or going along with any effort by any person, whether a school employee, other representative of the school’s athletic interests or any other person, such as an alumnus of a school, a coach or other person affiliated with a non-school athletic program (e.g. AAU team, club team, travel team, recreation league team, etc.), a coach of or recruiter for a collegiate athletic team, a scout for a professional team or other third parties, to pressure, urge or entice the student to attend a school to participate in interscholastic athletics, or to direct or place the student at the school for the purpose of participating in interscholastic athletics.
37.1.2.8 Making or arranging any other contact with the student or any member of his/her family to pressure, urge or entice the student to attend a school to take part in interscholastic athletics.
37.1.3 Contact Initiated by a Prospective Student. When a school employee, athletic department staff member or representative of a school’s athletic interests is contacted by a student who does not attend that school and/or any other member of his/ her family, about the school’s interscholastic athletic program or attending the school, the school employee, athletic department staff member or representative of the school’s athletic interests must immediately refer the student and/or his/her family member to the appropriate school personnel who have the responsibility of registering and admitting prospective students. 
Only during the summer period, as defined in Policy 20, and once the student has registered, has been accepted and no longer attends the earlier school may the student have contact with athletic department staff members or representatives of a school’s athletic interests. 
37.1.4 Casual Contact with Students in Normal Community Settings. It is not considered a violation of this policy for an employee, athletic department staff member or representative of the athletic interests of a high school to have casual contact with a student who does not attend that school or any member of the student’s family in a normal community setting. At no time during such contact, however, may the employee, athletic department staff member or representative of the high school pressure, urge or entice the student to attend a high school for the purpose of taking part in interscholastic athletics.



37.2.1 Impermissible Benefit. No school employee, athletic department staff member, representative of the school’s athletic interests or third parties, such as an independent person, business or organization, may be involved, directly or indirectly, in giving an impermissible benefit to any student or any member of his/her family for the purpose of participating in interscholastic athletics, or to any student-athlete who already attends a school

II. Eligibility 
[bookmark: _Int_ckqETY6M][bookmark: _Int_q1kw1EmX]The student must meet all the age, enrollment, attendance, athletic forms, and scholastic requirements established by the FHSAA. Students must maintain a 2.0 GPA to take part in interscholastic athletics, and BE ON TRACK TO GRADUATE. Eligibility will be evaluated after the beginning of each semester.  Forgiveness coursework must be completed, and documented before the first day of school, or semester to be calculated for eligibility. Work posted after the start date will count on the next semester's GPA.
III. Forms and Releases 
[bookmark: _Int_xX4fzsPR]Before a student may participate in any sport including conditioning and practices, he/she must have the following information given to the Head Coach, which will be turned in to the Athletic Director to verify eligibility. ALL LINES AND QUESTIONS MUST BE FILLED IN ON EVERY FORM.
A. The Student–Athlete Policies and Agreement 
B. Fully completed EL 2 (Pre-participation Physical Examination)
C. Copies of Birth Certificate and proof of current insurance.
D. Fully completed EL 3 (Consent and Release from Liability Certificate/ Concussion/Heat 
Illness Consent and Release)
E. Registration for Foreign Exchange/International Student Form (EL4) (if applies)
F. Registration for Non- Traditional Students (EL 13), Home Schooled (EL7), non-member 
School (EL 12), Open Enrollment (EL14) 
G. Affidavit of Compliance Forms (GA4) (if applies) 
Sportsmanship agreement 
1. Accept and understand the seriousness of your responsibility as a student athlete.
2. Show respect towards officials, opponents, and fans. They are to be treated with respect, integrity, and courtesy.
3. Respect cultural ethnic differences.
4. Respect contest officials as impartial decision makers and contest managers. Accept decisions/calls regardless of the size. Control your emotions.
5. Shake hands with opponents no matter the outcome.
6. Accept victories and losses with self-control, poise, and dignity. 
7. Winning or losing is not everything. Keep competing from a perspective. Athletics must be educational experiences and not hyper focused on the outcome of the competition.
[bookmark: _Int_elv7CRO8]Your son or daughter has indicated a desire to take part in interscholastic athletics, and you have expressed your willingness to allow him/her to complete. We, who are concerned with the educational development of boys and girls through athletics, feel that a properly controlled, well-organized sports program meets the students’ needs for self-expression, mental alertness, and physical growth. Our hope is to support a program that is sound in purpose and that will further each student’s educational maturity.

When your son-daughter enlists in one of our sports programs, the school staff commits to the following responsibilities and obligations:
1. [bookmark: _Int_o7iANcK3]encourage and monitor classroom achievement.
2. Provide adequate equipment and facilities.
3. provide a certified head coach.
4. provide equalized contests with skilled officials; and
5. provide adequately supervised transportation to away events when possible.
It must be understood that being part of an athletics team does not guarantee a minimum amount of time to play. Head coaches and their staff will decide who will stand for the school in the sport for which they are responsible. High school athletics is an extra-curricular activity that makes it a privilege to take part and not a right.
As parents you have committed yourselves to certain responsibilities and obligations as well. As a parent/guardian of a potential athlete at this school you are expected to do the following:
1. Encourage your son/daughter to work hard in the classroom.
2. support our coaches’ decisions or to arrange a private meeting with both the coach and/or athletic director should a conflict arise; and
3. attend as many games as possible and cheer for our school, and specifically, for your child.

Good conduct is expected on the part of all involved. Profanity and/or unnecessary comments toward student athletes, game officials, coaches and other fans will not be tolerated at any interscholastic contest. Such behavior may result in the dismissal or removal of such an offender from participation in, or attendance at school athletic events.

**The last page of this agreement is a signature page which must be signed and returned before taking part in a sport. Only one must be signed per year and applies to all sports.  I. Adherence to the Florida High School Athletic Association. The students will abide by all the rules and regulations of the FHSAA. In the event an athlete has been given a fine by FHSAA for their misconduct, the student handles paying this fine. It is not fair for other athletes to have funds spent to cover a fine caused by an individual. Until the fine is paid – the suspension may be extended, and an obligation will be placed on the student. **





As a member of the Mater Bay Athletic Program, I, ___________________
[bookmark: _Int_oJTKDgt8]athletes), agree to abide by the above policies. By signing below, we acknowledge that we have read and agree to follow the policies described in the Student-Athlete Policies and Agreement document. 
Name of Athlete _________________________________________Date_______________ 
Signature of Athlete ______________________________________Date_______________ 
Name of Parent/Guardian _________________________________Date_______________ 
Signature of Parent/Guardian ______________________________Date_______________
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