AP English Language and Composition
Academic Year 2026-2027
Mr. Dinunzio

Summer Reading Assignment

Your task is to read, write, analyze, and reflect on The Plague, a famous text written by the 20th century existentialist absurdist philosopher, Albert Camus (Ka-moo). You are to read this in conjunction with “What is an Epidemic”, an academic essay written by Charles Rosenberg. 

Purchase: 

Available for free online – The Plague: https://ratical.org/PandemicParallaxView/ThePlague-Camus.pdf

PDF for the Rosenberg piece will be attached to this website – If for some reason it is not on the website I can email it out to everyone, so please let me know if you do not have it. You are responsible for completing the assignment and making sure you have the necessary materials as listed above.


You are also required to purchase a notebook, it should be a journal type book, used for annotation. DO NOT buy a spiral notebook, they fall apart too quickly.



Task One: You are required to annotate both texts (take notes on the pages) or use sticky notes in conjunction with your journal. Notes should include the following: points that stand out to you; structural/rhetorical moves that stand out to you, statements that you question, the specific example in question followed by how that section contributes to the broad goal of the text, and significant connections between the two books. 

Task Two: From these connections you will write a detailed 3 paragraph essay that focuses on the intimate connections between Camus and the Rosenberg essay. You should attempt to uncover how Camus is creating a narrative out of the common practices of political crises, and how Rosenberg offers a clear commentary on those tendencies. You can quote Camus casually according to the standard MLA structure. The essay is not to exceed 3 paragraphs. I do not need a conclusion, I want an introduction that outlines your idea and evidence then an immediate articulation of those details in the following two paragraphs. The total length of each paragraph should not exceed 10 sentences. The goal is to tighten your writing and show clear connections between each text. Note that this essay should be edited severely, I am unable to edit them for you so you will likely need to do it yourself. I have a high expectation for this assignment so you should spend a significant amount of time writing and revising these paragraphs. Email me with questions, I am here to help you.
Questions to consider while reading and writing: 

	What is philosophy?
	Is philosophy important? 
	Why do people say that philosophy is impractical?
	How does Camus view morality? 
	What is objective morality?
	What is subjective morality?
	What is morality?
	What is existentialism?
	What time period are these two authors writing in?
	Is history important for literature?
	How can we define politics? 
	How do political games and crises influence culture?
	How are we to see the connections between emotions, behavior, morality, politics, and culture? 

	NOTE* – You should not be writing about any of these key terms without clear definitions of each. 


Caveat: 

Gentlemen, we are all aware of the utility of AI and other outside tools. I want you to know that you are absolutely permitted to use those tools without crossing the lines of the honor code. In fact, I endorse their appropriate usage for research purposes. However, you should not utilize things that you do not understand and it should not speak for you. Be warned, whether I suspect that you have cheated or not is irrelevant to me, be VERY well prepared to defend anything that you write for me. I will, for your benefit, interrogate your ideas as if they are yours alone, be prepared! Also, do not be discouraged by this assignment, do your best. I strongly encourage you to reach out to me at any point during the summer, weekends included. I am here to help you, let me know what I can do. Let's work together on this assignment, it is not as bad as it looks!
-Mr D


What should you bring to your orientation day in the fall semester?

· A computer capable of submitting the document to MyPrep

· Composition journal with extensive notes that follow the directions above. 

· You copy of the novel and a print out of the academic journal

