Hello, parents! We look forward to the upcoming school year. I have a few pieces of new information and/or reminders for you. Please read through each item as many of them require next steps from you.
Parent Night
There will be a parent night/open house at the start of the school year. This special evening is for parents only beginning with an introduction in the gymnasium followed by an opportunity to rotate through your child’s schedule to meet teachers and learn more about each class. This will also give you a chance to meet our principal, Mr. Case.
Attendance
We value your student's attendance at school, but when things arise (sickness, trips, etc.), please communicate with Mrs. Johnson in the office first at kjohnson@dcawildcats.org. Then, you can reach out to individual teachers about the absence. If your student is well enough, encourage your student to communicate with individual teachers as a way to practice academic independence.
Forms
When your student receives their packet, it will include the Field
Trip permission form and the Clinic form. Please make sure to fill those out and return them to me ASAP. You can send them back in the envelope.

T-shirts
You will receive an email from student council with a grade-level t-shirt order form. If you do not receive that email, please let Coach Ryan know. While the shirt is optional, it is highly encouraged. Your student will need to wear that shirt (or class colored t-shirt) on all field trips and at the middle school retreat and field day.
Independence
8th grade is a GREAT time for your student to practice more independence. Our 8th grade team asks you to let your child take the lead on any communication with a teacher.


Banquet
At the end of this school year, we will celebrate your student's completion of middle school with a banquet in the high school gym. This event is for 8th graders and their parents only. More information will be coming, but we like to provide plenty of notice for those families who may also have a senior this year.
Thank you for entrusting your child with us this year. We are looking forward to a great 2026-2027!

8th Grade Team.
Coach Goad, Ms. Wilson, Coach Ryan, Mrs. Gongalez, and Coach Berti

8th Grade Supply List (2026-2027)

All students (general supplies):
· 2 boxes of tissues
· Highlighters
· Earbuds or headphones
· Pencils and pens
· 1 organizational tool of your choice (pocket folders, binder, notebook, etc.) to share for Chemistry, Social Studies, Physics, & Bible for organizing handouts, homework, and/or notes.
· 1 spiral notebook with pockets for Spanish
· 1 pocket folder for Spanish
· Hand Sanitizer
· Girls: A roll of paper towels 
· Boys: 1 container of Lysol/Clorox wipes 

Choir Students
· 2 sturdy black plastic folders (NOT paper) with pockets, no brads - you will leave this in Choir after the 1st day

ENGLISH 
Required Daily:
·  Students will need a 3-ring binder (1” is fine) for English notes and daily grammar, NO plastic or paper folders!
·  Charged iPad
·  Pencils & highlighter
· College-ruled notebook paper
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**All required books should be purchased by families at the beginning of the year and brought to class at the beginning of the unit. Please purchase the book linked below, no other version or translation will be accepted.

College Prep English 8
1. Romeo and Juliet: No Fear Shakespeare by William Shakespeare – only this version is allowed (ISBN 9781586638450); Amazon Link:
https://www.amazon.com/Romeo-Juliet-No-Fear-Shakespeare/ 
2. House Arrest by K. A. Holt (ISBN 978-1452156484); Amazon Link: https://www.amazon.com/House-Arrest
3. The Diary of a Young Girl: The Definitive Edition, by Anne Frank, Translated by Susan Massotty Paperback, (ISBN 978-0553577129);
Amazon Link: https://a.co/d/0ehp3Muj

Accelerated English 8
1. Romeo and Juliet: No Fear Shakespeare by William Shakespeare – only this version is allowed (ISBN 9781586638450); Amazon Link:
https://www.amazon.com/Romeo-Juliet-No-Fear-Shakespeare/ 
2. House Arrest by K. A. Holt (ISBN 978-1452156484); Amazon Link: https://www.amazon.com/House-Arrest
3. Night by Elie Wiesel (ISBN 978-0374500016); Amazon Link:
https://www.amazon.com/Night
* DCA will provide textbook copies of The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien for all 8th grade students to read in the fall.

Math
· Colored Pens (red/green/pink	any color but black or blue)
· #2 pencils - one pack to be kept with you and one to be turned into Coach Goad
· Colored pencils or washable markers - given to Coach Goad
· 1 binder (1.5”-2”) for Math (ONLY Math) – may need a 2nd one after Christmas break.
· TI-30XIIS calculator (for Pre-Algebra) OR TI-84+CE graphing calculator (for Algebra I)
· 1 ream of colored printer paper (1 color only; NOT a multicolor pack) – last names begin with – 
·   A–E → Pastel Pink 
·  F–J → Pastel Yellow 
·  K–O → Pastel Green 
·   P–T → Pastel Blue 
·  U–Z → Pastel Purple 

