The APUSH Summer Assignment
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2026-2027
Welcome to Advanced Placement United States History! For next school year, you have chosen to pursue a challenging curriculum in United States History. The work is hard, the pay stinks; but the subject is awesome! This course will help prepare you to take the AP U.S. History Exam on May 7, 2027 at 8:00 am, as well as provide important pre-college scholarly experiences. By enrolling in this class, it is assumed that you enjoy history, are prepared to invest time and effort into your schoolwork, and are willing to take on a rigorous program of studies. The time you spend inside and outside the classroom can be as boring or as interesting as you make it. 

What is the Advanced Placement program?
In AP U.S. History, students investigate significant events, individuals, developments, and processes in nine historical periods from approximately 1491 to the present. Students develop and use the same skills and methods employed by historians: analyzing primary and secondary sources; developing historical arguments; making historical connections; and utilizing reasoning about comparison, causation, and continuity and change. The course also provides eight themes that students explore throughout the course in order to make connections among historical developments in different times and places: American and national identity; work, exchange, and technology; geography and the environment; migration and settlement; politics and power; America in the world; American and regional culture; and social structures. Lastly, AP US History is divided into nine (9) chronological periods: This can be found on pages xix and xx from the AMSCO APUSH book. Your summer assignment will focus on Periods 1 (1491-1607) and 2 (1607-1754).  

AP Examinations offer students the following benefits:
• The opportunity to sharpen academic skills, allowing them to enter college with the confidence that they can succeed
• Exemption by the college or university from introductory courses and permission to take higher-level courses, enabling students to move ahead in areas of interest
• An opportunity to demonstrate to colleges the ability to successfully pursue rigorous coursework
• Academic credit that can give them a head start in college
• Tuition savings – a year or more of credit may be granted for a sufficient number of qualifying AP grades.
• Time to explore undergraduate subject areas that they would not otherwise be able to study and time to pursue internships or to study abroad.
• Eligibility for collegiate honors and other special programs open to students who have received AP recognition.

What are the pros and cons of AP classes?
PRO:
• Students have the opportunity to challenge themselves in a more demanding class.
• AP classes expose students to information that they might otherwise not encounter in high school. 
• Students who pass Advanced Placement exams may earn advanced standing or college credit when they enroll in a university.
• College and university admissions departments may look favorably on students who take programs that are more challenging.
CON:
• AP classes have a significantly heavier workload and may increase student stress and minimize time for other activities.
• Taking multiple AP classes at the same time while engaging in extracurricular activities and/or employment in a part-time job is not recommended.

What skills do I need to be successful in AP U.S. History?
• Good time management and organizational skills as well as a strong work ethic
• Willingness to ask questions and seek help when needed
• Strong reading, writing and analytical skill
• Ability to manage long-term projects rather than just short, daily assignments
• A strong interest in the subject matter
Overall, 29% of all college students earn a bachelor's degree within four years.
However: 45% of students who take one AP Exam graduate on time from college
61% of students who take two or more AP Exams graduate on time from college
Ultimately, this means that your teacher will work hard to prepare you for the AP exam that you will have to take in May. You will have to work hard and devote your energies in order to learn new ideas and skills, while hopefully having some fun along the way.
Speaking of fun, this packet contains your AP U.S. History summer assignment.
When school starts in September, we hit the ground running! It is important that everyone is on the same page and ready to work after the summer vacation. When you are tired of vacations to exotic locales, hanging out at the pool or beach, and going out with your friends, you can spend some quality time with United States History!

All of the Guided Note’s assignments MUST be completed over the summer and will be DUE on THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS. (Late work WILL NOT be accepted – no excuses.) If there is an issue with the links, copy and paste, them into the URL and it should work. If you have any questions, ask a fellow classmate or if you encounter a special circumstance, please contact me at tcallahan@blmhs.org as early as possible. Our first test of the year will be based on the summer assignment and is given during the second week of class. To avoid a “cram session” and unneeded stress during the first week, finish the work on time!  Trust me… it will help you to a fast start to the course.  

AP United States History is a challenging class introducing college level concepts to clever high school students. To help you prepare for the course, BLMHS requires all enrolled students to complete a summer assignment prior to the first day of class. No, it’s not optional! Yes, other schools also require such work.  Be ready… your class begins in September 2026 and all summer work is due on the first day of class.  
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The Summer Assignment:
Resources:
1) We will use the American Pageant (Kennedy et al) textbook. You will use the “2016” textbook, which is still a really good resource and can be found online at this link:
https://loscosapush.weebly.com/american-pageant-16th-edition.html  

[image: The American Pageant 15th edition | 9781111349530, 9781285011653 ...]
When you use the Kennedy text for the summer assignment, you will need to read the first five (5) chapters. 


2) We will also use the AMSCO APUSH book. Here is a link to the 2016 version to assist you with the summer assignment:
https://4.files.edl.io/6794/04/23/19/140702-b57c3531-2c91-45fe-87d1-a8536c344254.pdf
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ASSIGNMENT PART A – AMERICAN PAGEANT
American Pageant: Read Chapters 1 to 5. This will help you better understand the information found in Heimler’s History videos and Guided Notes assignments. You should take notes as you read, so when you are working on the written assignment you have information already organized. 
ASSIGNMENT PART B – Heimler’s History Guided Notes
Click on link for documents. You have to save documents to your device and then complete assignments. After completing assignments, you can upload to the Google Classroom I have created for the summer work. To get to the APUSH Summer Assignment links for the Guided Notes; you need to join Mr. Callahan’s Advanced Placement United States History Google Classroom: Class code- n6nk73u6 
Period 1: Guided Notes Handout 

Period 2: Guided Notes Handout

Period 1 Guided Notes Videos: 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEHRHjICEfDUkwlhx0SFi4-dgPI82_Wn3

Period 2 Guided Notes Videos:
 
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEHRHjICEfDV5niFEbLmBnMkJ6r90Z9JS

https://classroom.google.com/c/ODY3Njk5MDk1MjE5?cjc=n6nk73u6 Assignments can be submitted on Google Classroom 
Mr. Callahan APUSH Summer Section (Class Code: n6nk73u6) 
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· Remember Assignments are due First day of class.
· There will be a TEST the 2nd WEEK of school on Periods 1 and 2.
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