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RECORD OF BOARD PROCEEDINGS (Minutes)
The Somerset Independent School Board of Education met for a Regular Monthly Board Meeting at 305 College Street, Somerset, Kentucky 42501 at 12:00 p.m. on the 12th day of May 2026.  The members of the Somerset Board of Education are as follows: Scott P. Gulock, Samantha J. Richardson, John W. Tuttle IV, Paula J. Wheeler, and Dr. Elaine A. Wilson.

I. Call to Order
Scott P. Gulock, Chairman, called the May 12, 2026, Regular Monthly Board Meeting of the Somerset Board of Education to order at 12:00 p.m.  Those in attendance were Kyle B. Lively, Superintendent; Scott P. Gulock, Chairman; Dr. Elaine A. Wilson, Vice Chair; Samantha J. Richardson, Member; John W. Tuttle IV, Member; Paula J. Wheeler, Member; and Winter Huff, Board Attorney.
A. Approve/Amend Agenda for May 12, 2026, Regular Monthly Board Meeting
05-26-01 	Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the May 12, 2026, Regular Monthly Board Meeting Agenda. Dr. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the Superintendent’s recommendation. John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:	 Votes For:	5 	Votes Against:	0


II. Recognitions
A. 2026 Western Kentucky University Distinguished Educator Award
Kelsey Meece was presented the award for High School Educator and Jeff Wesley was presented with School Leader award.

B. Hopkins Elementary School
Character Salutes for the Month of April - Perseverance
Stormie Couch and Matthew Sears - Kindergarten
Barbara Jean Mounce and Kole LaFavers - 1st Grade
Bennett Miller and Ariana Jones 2nd Grade
Annabelle Majullo and Kayden Vaughn - 3rd Grade
Joshua Smith and Layla Harlan - 4th Grade
Gabriela Fox and Casey Lawson – Staff

Student Technology Leadership Program – You Belong KY! Attendance Matters Video,
 2nd Place Statewide
	Sadie Anderson
Kimber Caldwell
Parker Godbey
Brenlyn Keith
Sadie Meeks
Miyah Miller
John Tuttle

C. Meece Middle School – Character Salutes for the Month of April - Perseverance
Jack Burnett - 5th Grade
Brantley Harrison - 6th Grade
Silvia Navas - 7th Grade
Taegan Bullock - 8th Grade
Dr. Carissa Crabtree – Staff
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D. Somerset High School
Character Salutes for the Month of April - Perseverance
Madisyn Robertson – 9th Grade
Johnny Kirkpatrick – 10th Grade
Emma Sanders – 11th Grade
Emry Ann Pyles – 12th Grade
Robin McDaniel - Staff

     Advanced Placement Testing/Passing Score – Spring 2025
Caden Alexander - U.S. History
Wesley Arnett - Statistics, English Language
Makenna Baker - English Language
Bishop Barkalow - Human Geography
Jakob Bartley - U.S. History
Andrew Blakeman - U.S. Government & Politics, Statistics, English Language
Olivia Bowers - Statistics
Eowyn Brock - Human Geography
Kayla Candido - English Language
Corban Cimala - English Language
Katie Dye - U.S. Government & Politics, English Language
Jacob Estep - Human Geography
Ava Foster - Human Geography
Cadence Garland - English Language
Charleston Girdler - Statistics, English Language
Madison Goins - Human Geography
Eli Hackney - Computer Science Principles
Kaden Haste - U.S. Government & Politics, English Language
Catherine Horn - English Language
Ian Horseman - Human Geography
Mason Hurst - Human Geography
Owen Jacobs - U.S. Government & Politics
Madison Johnson - U.S. Government & Politics
Matthew Kargas - English Language, Computer Science Principles
Gavyn Kozak - Human Geography
Hannah Lackey - Human Geography
Alexis Lamb - Chemistry
Laikin Lively - Human Geography
Laural Lively - Human Geography
Logan Livesay - English Language
Sarah McBride - English Language
Austin McHone - Human Geography
Cooper Neikirk - U.S. Government & Politics, Statistics, English Language
Clara Oakes - English Language
Macie Parker - English Language
Shan Patel - Human Geography
Macy Phelps - English Language
Savannah Quezada - English Language
Kriscelyn Randall - U.S. Government & Politics
Jon Reynolds - English Language
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Braxton Robertson - Chemistry, Computer Science Principles
Nevaeh Saylor - English Literature
Kylie Sears - English Language
Miller Washam - U.S. Government & Politics, Statistics, English Language
Noah West - U.S. Government & Politics, U.S. History
Adyson Wharff - English Language
Sarah White - English Language
Isabella Woodroof - English Language
Catherine Yeast - U.S. Government & Politics, U.S. History


III. Communications
A. Annual Special Education and Preschool Report, Becki Hays – Director of Special Education
Becki Hays, Director of Special Education, will present the annual reports on both the Special Education Department and the Preschool Department.

B. Hopkins Elementary School, February 2026 Approved Site Based Decision Making (SBDM) Minutes, April 2026 School Allocation Funds, April 2026 Activity Funds
Hopkins Elementary School is submitting to the board SBDM Minutes from the February 2026 meeting and the April 2026 Allocation and Activity Funds Reports as informational items.

C. Meece Middle School, February 2026 Approved Site Based Decision Making (SBDM) Minutes, April 2026 School Allocation Funds, April 2026 Activity Funds
Meece Middle School submitted to the board SBDM Minutes from the February 2026 meetings
and the April 2026 Allocation and Activity Funds Reports as informational items.

D. Somerset High School, February 2026 Approved Site Based Decision Making (SBDM) Minutes, April 2026 School Allocation Funds, April 2026 Activity Funds
Somerset High School submitted to the board SBDM Minutes from the February 2026 meeting and the April 2026 Allocation and Activity Funds Reports as informational items.

E. Citizens and Delegations
There was no communication from citizens and delegations.  No action required.

IV. Superintendent’s Report
A. Employment
The following personnel actions have been taken by the Superintendent and are presented as information to the board between regular board meetings.

Employed			Position (transfer to/from)	    		 		Effective Date
Donnie Combs		MMS Teacher (from MMS Principal)			07/01/2026
Teresa Bach			MMS Principal (from Curr. Coach HES)			07/01/2026
Mackenzie Bryant		SACC Substitute						04/01/2026
Gwynne Baker		SHS Principal (from Asst. Principal SHS)		07/01/2026
Joan Herron			HES Instructional Asst. II (from HES Cook/Baker)	07/01/2026
Jarod Hutchins		Alumni Center Custodian					05/11/2026
John Loman			Bus Driver							05/01/2026
Kal Colter			SHS Science Teacher					07/01/2026
Chris Muse			SHS Business/Marketing Teacher			07/01/2026
Libby Jones			SFSP Manager (Summer Feeding Program)		05/26/2026
2807

Natasha Hall			SFSP Cook/Baker (Summer Feeding Program)		05/26/2026
Norma Allen			SFSP Cook/Baker (Summer Feeding Program)		05/26/2026
Leslie Betts			HES Assistant Principal					07/01/2026
Melissa Prichard		HES Curriculum Coach (from HES Teacher)		07/01/2026

B. Resignations/Retirements/Dismissals
The following personnel actions have been taken by the Superintendent between regular board meetings and are presented as information to the board.

Name			Effective Date	 Position	        Resignations/Retirements/Dismissals
Kendra Salmons	06/30/2026		HES Teacher			Resignation
Tonja Teal		06/30/2026 		HES Intervention Teacher 		Retirement
Amanda Barber 	06/30/2026 		HES Inst. Asst. II			Resignation
SACC Program Asst. I
Lesley Carroll 	06/30/2026 		HES Instructional Asst. I 		Resignation
Kathy Holfelder 	06/30/2026 		SHS Science Teacher 		Retirement

C. Extra Service
The following personnel actions have been taken by the Superintendent between regular board meetings and are presented as information to the board.

May 2026
Brandon Hall - MMS Track Coach
Bryce Russell - MMS Asst. Baseball Coach

D. FY 2026 Certified Nonrenewal Letters

Ashley Alexander
Rachel Bragg
Zoe Cross
Gabriela Fox
Amber Godsey
Sabryn Hudson
Sarah Knifley
Amer Meece
Sara Neikirk
Abigail Pendley
Molly Schoolcraft
Brooklyn Weeks
Jessica Wood
Christopher Burdine
Tammy Frazier
Hank Gevedon
Kelly Kelsey
Arynda Nichols
Sara Poynter
Perri Sams
Heather Siefert
Alexis Tickle
John Crockett
Brian Glass
Abby Hall
Adam Haste
Melanie Holtzclaw
Brittany Johnson
Hannah King
Katherine Nicholson
Sarah Patrick
Eleanor Reed
Ronika Roosa
Trevor Shearer
Alyson Shepherd
John Singleton
Jordan Stigall
Grant Tindle
Mackenzie Walden


E. FY 2026 Classified Nonrenewal Letters

Brandi Alexander
Courtney Anderson
Kendra Anderson
Lesley Carroll
Caitlyn Coffey
Cindy Criswell
Teresa Doan
Shania Dykes
April Edwards
Deanna Faught
Angela Flynn
Madison Garland
Jaslyn Garrett
Joshua Gregory
Natasha Hall
Robert Hardwick
Joan Herron
Christopher Kirby
Lindsay Lovins
Samantha Patlan
Karen Semones
Jared Stargle
Heidi Thompson
Shawna VanHook
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Ramona Watkins
Kaitlynn Wolsey
Haley Young
Ashley Barnett
Elizabeth Butler
Daniel Craw
Greta Mounce
Jennifer Sneed
James Wesley
Willa Witt
Norma Allen
Topanga Brown
Reza Cook
Susan Elmore
Erika Hall
Mekyla Huckaby
Bailey Jones
Cameron Jones
Andraya Ramirez
Mendy Brumfiel
B. Michael Dobbs
Christopher Hines
Alicia Southerland
Jeffrey Taylor
Casey Lawson
Maci Meece
Nichole Sharpe
Ty Tevis


V. Treasurer’s Report
A. [bookmark: _Hlk98246214]Financial Statement, April 2026 Balances, and April 2026 Munis Balance Sheets
05-26-02	Beginning Cash Balance, April 1, 2026			$ 35,701,227.52						Revenues						$   1,242,723.86
Interest						$      105,077.61
Total Revenues				$   1,347,801.47
Expenditures
Accounts Payable (Invoices & Debits)		$   1,649,926.95
Payroll & Health Insurance Reimbursement	$   1,151,074.09
		Total Expenditures				$   2,801,001.04
Ending Balance, April 30, 2026				$ 34,248,027.95
In accordance with KRS 424.220, it is necessary for the board to review and approve the Financial
Statement and Balance Sheet. Superintendent Lively recommended the board review and approve 
[bookmark: _Hlk97710106][bookmark: _Hlk198104596]the Financial Statement and Balance Sheet for April 2026.  Dr. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion
to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion. 
The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

B. [bookmark: _Hlk98246248]Current Bills (April) and (May)
05-26-03 	Superintendent Lively recommended the board review and approve the payment of current expenditures for April 2026 and May 2026 in the amount of $1,730,776.95. Paula J. Wheeler made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion. The motion carried.	
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

VI.    Consent Items
A. Regular Monthly Board Meeting Minutes, April 14, 2026

B. School-Related Student Trip Requests:
1. Somerset High School Softball Team to travel to Owensboro, Kentucky (retroactive)
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The board is asked to retroactively approve an overnight school-related student trip request from the Somerset High School softball team. The team will travel via school transportation to Owensboro, Kentucky April 24 – 26, 2026, to compete in the All-A State Tournament.

2. Somerset High School Baseball Team to travel to Bowling Green and Louisville, Kentucky (retroactive)
The board is asked to retroactively approve an overnight school-related student trip request from the Somerset High School baseball team. The varsity team first traveled to Bowling Green, Kentucky on April 24, 2026, to play in a regular season game. The following day, the varsity team traveled on to Louisville, Kentucky to compete in the Dave Iery Tournament.

3. Somerset High School Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) to travel to Hardinsburg, Kentucky
The board is asked to approve an overnight school-related student trip request from Somerset High School FCCLA. The group will travel to Hardinsburg, Kentucky May 27 - 29, 2026, to attend the Kentucky State Leadership Camp.

4. Somerset High School Girls Basketball Team to travel to Lexington, Kentucky
The board is asked to approve an overnight school-related student trip request from Somerset High School Girls Basketball Team. The team will travel to Lexington, Kentucky June 15 - 17, 2026, to attend a team camp held at Transylvania University.

5. Somerset High School Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) to travel to Washington, DC
The board is asked to approve an out of state school-related student trip request from Somerset High School FCCLA. The group will travel to Washington, DC July 5 - 11, 2026, to attend the FCCLA National Leadership Conference.

6. Somerset High School Cheerleaders to travel to Lexington, Kentucky
The board is asked to approve an overnight school-related student trip request from Somerset High School Cheerleaders. The team will travel to Lexington, Kentucky July 19 - 22, 2026, to attend the UCA Cheer Camp held at the University of Kentucky.

05-26-04 	Chairman Scott P. Gulock asked the board if there were any Consent Items to be brought out for discussion. Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the Consent Items agenda. John W. Tuttle IV made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. Samantha J. Richardson seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

VII.      New Business
A. [bookmark: _Hlk227220875]National Society Daughters of the American Revolution Grant Application (retroactive)

[bookmark: _Hlk227220984]05-26-05	The board is asked to retroactively approve the application process for the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution Grant. Hopkins Elementary first grade teacher, Laura Baker, applied for the $5000 grant. The money from the grant is to be used to purchase items for projects that celebrate the American Revolution and the 250th birthday of the United States. Matching funds are not required for this grant.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board retroactively approve the application process for the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution Grant.   Paula J. Wheeler made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. Samantha J. Richardson seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
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The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

B. Southwest/Southland Dairy Farmers Chocolate Milk Grant (retroactive)

[bookmark: _Hlk198114281]05-26-06	The board is asked to retroactively approve the application process for the Southwest/Southland Dairy Farmers Chocolate Milk Grant. Somerset High School Football Boosters President, Connor McJunkin, applied for the $2000.00 worth of chocolate milk for student athletes. No matching funds are required.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board retroactively approve the application process for the Southwest/Southland Dairy Farmers Chocolate Milk Grant. Paula J. Wheeler made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

C. FY 2027 Tentative Budget

05-26-07	The board is asked to approve the FY 2027 tentative budget. In accordance with KRS 160.470(6)(a) and Administrative Regulation 702 KAR 3:110, each school year the tentative budget must be approved by the local board of education and submitted to the Kentucky Department of Education by May 30, 2026.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the tentative budget for FY 2027.  Samantha J. Richardson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

D. FY 2027 Fidelity Bond of Treasurer Form

05-26-08	Fidelity Bond requirements are summarized in KRS 160.560; 702 KAR 3:080. Accordingly, by July 1 of each year the treasurer responsible for board of education funds shall execute an official bond for the faithful performance of the duties of his/her office to be approved by the local board and the Commissioner of Education. The bond shall be guaranteed by a surety company authorized to do business in this state and shall be in an amount determined by the local board of education in accordance with the administrative regulations promulgated by the Kentucky Board of Education. The premium on the bond shall be paid by the local board of education and with the Kentucky Board of Education.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the Fidelity Bond of Treasurer Form. Dr. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

E. Waiver Request for Senate Bill 2
05-26-09	The board is asked to approve a waiver request for Senate Bill 2. A letter to the Kentucky Department of Education Commissioner along with supporting documentation will be submitted on behalf of the Somerset Board of Education.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the waiver request for Senate Bill 2. John W. Tuttle IV made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. Samantha J. Richardson seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

F. 2026 – 2027 Professional Learning Plan
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05-26-10	The board is asked to approve the 2026 – 2027 Professional Learning Plan. Pursuant to the requirement of 704 KAR 3:035 – Section 1(1), certified teachers will be required to complete twenty-four (24) hours of “high quality” professional development. To give teachers more choices, they will now have six (6) hours school-directed instead of twelve (12) and up to twelve (12) hours flexible learning instead of six (6).  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the 2026 – 2027 Professional Learning Plan. Dr. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

G. 2026 – 2027 Technology Plan

05-26-11	The board is asked to approve the 2026 – 2027 Technology Plan for Somerset Independent School District. The Technology Plan has the support of local stakeholders and is ready for board review and approval. The next step will be to submit the plan to the state. Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the 2026 – 2027 Technology Plan for Somerset Independent Schools.  Dr. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

H. Declaration of E-Scrap Materials

05-26-12	The board is asked to declare the listed items as e-scrap materials and approve the surplus bid process. The district technology department has a large number of laptops, CPUs, batteries, Chromebooks, monitors, and other computer related items that need removed to make room for new. The district would like to have the surplus bid open to the public during the month of May.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board declare the items as e-scrap materials and approve the surplus bid process open to the public. Samantha J. Richardson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

I. Amend Somerset Independent Schools’ Board Policy 07.1, Food/School Nutrition Services “First Reading”

05-26-13	The board is asked to amend Board Policy 07.1, Food/School Nutrition Services. The proposed amendment will update the District’s policy regarding bad and/or delinquent debts from staff. This will serve as the first reading of the amended policy. Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the first reading of amended board policy 07.1, Food/School Nutrition Services.  Dr. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

J. Contracts, Memorandum of Agreement/Understanding, Agreements:
1. 2026 – 2027 Lake Cumberland District Health Department Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for the Positive Potential Program

05-26-14	The board is asked to approve the 2026 - 2027 MOU between Somerset Independent School District and the Lake Cumberland District Health Department. The health department presents the Positive Potential Program to sixth, seventh and ninth grade students. Positive Potential encompasses a wide variety of age-appropriate subjects such as bullying, self-confidence, and risky behavior, all pertinent to the needs of students as they grow and mature. The curriculum is medically 
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accurate, age-appropriate and rigorously evaluated, showing favorable outcomes for rural communities. The program utilizes a holistic, preventative and positive approach focusing on the student’s development of assets and competencies. Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the 2026 – 2027 MOU between Somerset Independent School District and the Lake Cumberland District Health Department.  Dr. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

2. 2026 – 2027 Kentucky Educational Development Corporation (KEDC) Agreement

05-26-15	The board is asked to approve the 2026 – 2027 Kentucky Educational Development Corporation (KEDC) Agreement. The membership includes networking and professional development opportunities for the Superintendent and school personnel; advice and limited legal services; advice and information services regarding facilities; instructional support services through Professional Learning workshops and via KEDC’s instructional consultants; grant opportunities; and minority
recruitment advertising. The membership automatically includes our District as a Kentucky Purchasing Cooperatives member as well, including access to collective bidding, purchasing, and technology services.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the 2026 – 2027 KEDC Membership Agreement.  Paula J. Wheeler made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  Samantha J. Richardson seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

3. Independent Auditor’s Contract for FY 2026 Audit

05-26-16	In compliance with KRS 156.255, 156.265, 156.275, 156.285, 156.295 and 156.480, it is necessary for the board to approve the annual audit to be conducted of the financial records for 2025 - 2026. Audit contracts are due to the Kentucky Department of Education by close of business on May 30, 2026. The cost of the audit is $25,000.00 for FY 2026.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the independent auditor’s contract with Patrick and Associates, LLC for FY 2026 audit.  Dr. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  Samantha J. Richardson seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

4. 2026 – 2027 Somerset Community College Dual Credit Memorandum of Agreement

[bookmark: _Hlk229572934]05-26-17	The board is asked to approve the 2026 – 2027 Dual Credit Memorandum of Agreement from Somerset Community College. Dual Credit classes are offered to Somerset High School students both on site and at the Somerset Community College campus.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the 2026 – 2027 Dual Credit Memorandum of Agreement from Somerset Community College.  John W. Tuttle IV made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

5. Southwest/Southland Dairy Farmers Memorandum of Understanding

05-26-18	The board is asked to approve the Memorandum of Understanding from Southwest/Southland Dairy Farmers. Somerset High School Boosters will receive $2000.00 worth of chocolate milk for student athletes.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the Memorandum of Understanding from Southwest/Southland Dairy Farmers. Samantha J. Richardson 
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made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

VIII.     Adjourn

05-26-19	Chairman Scott P. Gulock requested a motion for adjournment.  John W. Tuttle IV made a motion to adjourn the May 12, 2026, Regular Monthly Board Meeting. Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  The Board meeting ended at 12:51 p.m.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0











___________________________		_____________________________

Chairman						Secretary 



