Service Learning: English 12 Honors and Social Studies 12 Honors
Senior Current Events Summer Assignment
Following One Story Through Multiple Sources
Directions: These stories and your notes are DUE THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL. Yes, it will be graded, and it is the start of our first project in the class.
Purpose
The goal of this assignment is to develop media literacy, critical thinking, and analytical writing skills. During July and August, students will follow one major news story and analyze how it develops over time.
Assignment Requirements
1. Choose one significant current event story and follow it throughout July and August.
2. Collect six articles on the SAME story (3 from July and 3 from August).
3. Use only credible news organizations.
4. Bring all materials to class in September for an in-class analysis essay.
Approved News Sources
Associated Press (AP), Reuters, BBC News, NPR, The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post, PBS News, USA Today, CNN, ABC News, CBS News, and NBC News.
Do NOT use social media posts, blogs, editorials, opinion pieces, Wikipedia, AI-generated summaries, or unverified websites.
Prepare for Your September Analysis Essay
As you read, take notes on the following:
Story Development
· How did the story change over time?
· What new information emerged?
· Were there any turning points?



Source Comparison
· What details did some sources emphasize?
· What information appeared in nearly all articles?
· Did different sources frame the story differently?
Evidence
· What facts, statistics, quotations, or expert opinions were used?
· How did journalists support their claims?
Impact
· Why is this story important?
· Who was affected by the events?
· What are the possible long-term consequences?
