Miller, 2026
AP Language and Composition Summer Reading Information (Summer 2026)

Part 1: Reading and Annotating. You will be responsible for reading and annotating five essays from The Norton Reader (Norton, 2008, 12th. edition).  These essays are:

· Eighner, Lars: “On Dumpster Diving”
· Mairs, Nancy: “On Being a Cripple”
· McMurtry, John: “Kill ‘Em! Crush ‘Em! Eat ‘Em Raw!”
· Woolf, Virginia: “In Search of a Room of One’s Own”
· Foster Wallace, David: “Consider the Lobster”
· Note: When reading “Consider the Lobster,” do not skip the footnotes!  Part of reading David Foster Wallace means reading the footnotes!  They’re his footnotes!  He wants you to read them!   
	
One primary goal of this course is to examine rhetoric as “the art of finding and analyzing all the choices involving language that a writer, speaker, reader, or listener might make in a situation so that the text becomes meaningful, purposeful, and effective for readers or listeners, and examining the specific features of text, written or spoken, that cause them to be meaningful, purposeful, and effective for readers or listeners in a situation” (David Jolliffe, former AP exam creator).  Pay attention to how these essays work; you are not required to answer the questions that follow these essays, but these questions will give you an idea of what you will be answering (and learning to recognize!) throughout the course.  Be ready to answer the question: What argument is this author making?  What do you see as the thesis?  

How to annotate?  To annotate means to take notes, or make comments, underline, etc., when reading through a text.  Which sentences ring true?  What sentences do you find particularly poignant?  Underline them.  With which arguments do you agree?  With which arguments do you disagree?  Make a note in the margin.  What ideas from the text will you be coming back to?  Where is the heart of the text—what is the thesis?  Star it.  Annotation is a way to make your future easier on you.  Which sentences can you see yourself discussing in a future response?  Which rhetorical strategies?  How can you connect this text to yourself?  To the world?  To other texts?  

Part 2: Argumentative Speech.  Imagine you have been given a ten-minute time slot on prime-time television.  In short, you are given an opportunity to address the nation and the world, and your audience will include both powerful politicians and everyday Americans / world citizens.  You are to write a two-page speech that answers the following question:

What is the most serious and immediate problem facing America and/or the world in the year 2026, and how might this problem begin to be solved?  (It is not enough to identify a problem; you must also identify a solution—or at least the beginning of a solution!). 

Please type this speech (12-point font, double-spaced, Times New Roman), and please have your response printed and ready on the first day of class.  You will not be required to deliver your speech; you are simply the speech writer!  Do not go over two pages.  Say what you need to say while maintaining your focus.  Brevity is the soul of wit.      

If you need anything over the summer, please email tomiller@kasd.org.

Have a nice summer; see you in August!  
