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International Baccalaureate Language Arts
2026-27 School Year: Approved -2026

Summer Assignment 
11th Grade: IB English Literature / AP Literature and Composition
Instructor –J. Tharin

A man cannot understand the art he is studying if he only looks for the end result without taking the time to delve deeply into the reasoning of the study.
 - Miyamoto Musashi

Goal: To explore IB Global Issues that fall under these Fields of Inquiry (see page 8 in your IB English Handbook for more specific descriptions):
· Culture, Identity and Community
· Beliefs, Values and Education
· Politics, Power and Justice
· Art, Creativity and the Imagination
· Science, Technology and the Environment

Task: 
1. Read and Annotate two (2) works that meet the goal of the assignment. Self-select with my approval or see suggested texts below. 
2. Fill out a Major Works Data Sheet for each work (attached at end of packet). Must be printed and filled out BY HAND and be legible. 

Rationale: This assignment is an opportunity for students to explore books of their choice ranging from canonized classics to non-typical genres like mysteries and sci-fi, to novels that may be culturally relevant to the student. It serves several purposes: 1) these are excellent novels to use to answer the Question 3 essay prompt on the AP Literature exam at the end of junior year; 2) many students who choose to do their Extended Essay in English choose to write about one of these books; 3) as your teacher, I gauge your interest in these books as possible book choices to teach in the course in the future. “AP” designation below indicated that the work was a suggested novel on the AP Literature exam in the past. “IB” indicates that the author is on the IB Prescribed Author’s list.

List:

1) Adventures of Huckleberry Finn – Mark Twain AP/IB
2) A Canticle for Liebowitz – Walter Miller 
3) The Catcher in the Rye – J.D. Salinger AP
4) The Color Purple – Alice Walker IB/AP
5) A Confederacy of Dunces – John Kennedy Toole
6) Dracula – Bram Stoker AP
7) Dr. Zhivago – Boris Pasternak AP/IB
8) Dune – Frank Herbert 
9) Frankenstein – Mary Shelly AP
10) Fried Green Tomatoes (etc.) – Fannie Flagg  
11) Jasmine – Bharati Mukherjee IB/AP
12) Kindred – Octavia Butler IB/AP
13) The Left Hand of Darkness – Ursula K. Le Guin IB
14) Native Tongue – Suzette Haden Elgin AP
15) One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest – Ken Kesey AP
16) Pride and Prejudice – Jane Austin AP/IB
17) The Princess Bride – William Goldman
18) Purple Hibiscus – Chimamanda Adichie AP/IB
19) The Sign of the Four – Arthur Conan Doyle
20) Slaughterhouse Five – Kurt Vonnegut  AP/IB
21) The Things They Carried – Tim O’Brien AP/IB
22) The Time of the Butterflies – Julia Alvarez AP/IB
23) Watership Down – Richard Adams
24) Wuthering Heights – Emily Bronte AP/IB


Engaging with Controversial Materials: 
Some of these books contain sensitive topics. Feel free to google trigger warnings for these books if you need to. The selection of texts is totally up to you.  All studies in language and literature courses will provide the opportunity to engage with a broad range of texts, approaches, ideas, stimuli and interpretations that address topics of personal, local and global significance. These works may challenge learners intellectually, personally and culturally, and involve sensitive and mature topics. The courses studied may explicitly address sensitive topics through texts and issues discussed while inviting students to critically reflect on various perspectives offered. In general, approaching sensitive topics in studies in language and literature courses must be done through an intellectually critical lens avoiding gratuitous excess and/or superficial treatment and bearing in mind the IB’s commitment to international-mindedness and intercultural respect. 

Each title with controversial content is listed below from the titles above:

Dear Parent or Guardian,
In accordance with HB 1467 and a long-standing Pinellas County School District policy, we are notifying you that the following media assigned or suggested for academic use has been reviewed by a school committee and found to include material that could be considered controversial. Please review this information and reach out if you have any additional questions. Should you prefer the alternative for this assignment, please contact your student’s teacher.

Media Title: Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
The media title listed above contains the following Controversial Material: Highlight ALL that apply.☐  Sensuality
☐  Suggestive Dialogue
☐  Nudity
☒  Other: Abuse

☒  Violence
☒  Profanity
☐  Sexual situations, activity, or innuendo
☒  Drug Use

Media Title:  A Canticle for Leibowitz
The media title listed above contains the following Controversial Material: Highlight ALL that apply.☐  Sensuality
☐  Suggestive Dialogue
☐  Nudity
☒  Other: mature religious themes

☒  Violence
☐  Profanity
☐  Sexual situations, activity, or innuendo
☐  Drug Use

Media Title:  The Catcher in the Rye
The media title listed above contains the following Controversial Material: Highlight ALL that apply.☐  Sensuality
☐  Suggestive Dialogue
☐  Nudity
☒  Other: depression/mental health

☒  Violence
☒  Profanity
☒  Sexual situations, activity, or innuendo
☒  Drug Use

Media Title:  The Color Purple
The media title listed above contains the following Controversial Material: Highlight ALL that apply.☐  Sensuality
☒  Suggestive Dialogue
☐  Nudity
☒  Other: sexual abuse, rape, 

☒  Violence – Domestic, racial
☒  Profanity
☒  Sexual situations, activity, or innuendo
☐  Drug Use

Media Title:  A Confederacy of Dunces
The media title listed above contains the following Controversial Material: Highlight ALL that apply.☐  Sensuality
☐  Suggestive Dialogue
☐  Nudity
☒  Other: crude humor, racial stereotypes 

☐  Violence 
☒  Profanity
☒  Sexual situations, activity, or innuendo
☐  Drug Use

Media Title:  Dracula
The media title listed above contains the following Controversial Material: Highlight ALL that apply.☐  Sensuality
☐  Suggestive Dialogue
☐  Nudity
☒  Other: death, supernatural horror 

☒  Violence 
☐  Profanity
☒  Sexual situations, activity, or innuendo
☐  Drug Use






Media Title:  Doctor Zhivago
The media title listed above contains the following Controversial Material: Highlight ALL that apply.☒  Sensuality
☒  Suggestive Dialogue
☐  Nudity
☒  Other: death

☒  Violence – War, political
☐  Profanity
☒  Sexual situations, activity, or innuendo
☐  Drug Use

Media Title:  Dune
The media title listed above contains the following Controversial Material: Highlight ALL that apply.☐  Sensuality
☐  Suggestive Dialogue
☐  Nudity
☐  Other: 

☒  Violence 
☐  Profanity
☒  Sexual situations, activity, or innuendo
☒  Drug Use

Media Title:  Frankenstein
The media title listed above contains the following Controversial Material: Highlight ALL that apply.☐  Sensuality
☐  Suggestive Dialogue
☐  Nudity
☒  Other: death, suicide

☒  Violence – War, political
☐  Profanity
☐  Sexual situations, activity, or innuendo
☐  Drug Use

Media Title:  Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop Cafe
The media title listed above contains the following Controversial Material: Highlight ALL that apply.☐  Sensuality
☐  Suggestive Dialogue
☐  Nudity
☐  Other: 

☒  Violence – domestic, murder
☐  Profanity
☒  Sexual situations, activity, or innuendo
☐  Drug Use

Media Title:  Jasmine
The media title listed above contains the following Controversial Material: Highlight ALL that apply.☐  Sensuality
☐  Suggestive Dialogue
☐  Nudity
☒  Other: death, trauma

☒  Violence – political
☐  Profanity
☒  Sexual situations, activity, or innuendo
☐  Drug Use

Media Title:  Kindred
The media title listed above contains the following Controversial Material: Highlight ALL that apply.☐  Sensuality
☐  Suggestive Dialogue
☐  Nudity
☒  Other: death, trauma

☒  Violence – sexual
☐  Profanity
☒  Sexual situations, activity, or innuendo
☐  Drug Use

Media Title:  The Left Hand of Darkness
The media title listed above contains the following Controversial Material: Highlight ALL that apply.☐  Sensuality
☐  Suggestive Dialogue
☐  Nudity
☒  Other: sexuality themes

☒  Violence –political
☐  Profanity
☒  Sexual situations, activity, or innuendo
☐  Drug Use

Media Title:  One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
The media title listed above contains the following Controversial Material: Highlight ALL that apply.☐  Sensuality
☐  Suggestive Dialogue
☐  Nudity
☒  Other: mental health illness

☒  Violence – sexual
☒  Profanity
☒  Sexual situations, activity, or innuendo
☒  Drug Use



Media Title:  Purple Hibiscus 
The media title listed above contains the following Controversial Material: Highlight ALL that apply.☐  Sensuality
☐  Suggestive Dialogue
☐  Nudity
☒  Other: death, religious extremism

☒  Violence – domestic, political
☐  Profanity
☒  Sexual situations, activity, or innuendo
☐  Drug Use

Media Title:  The Sign of Four
The media title listed above contains the following Controversial Material: Highlight ALL that apply.☐  Sensuality
☐  Suggestive Dialogue
☐  Nudity
☐  Other: death

☒  Violence – War
☒  Profanity
☐  Sexual situations, activity, or innuendo
☐  Drug Use

Media Title:  Slaughterhouse-Five
The media title listed above contains the following Controversial Material: Highlight ALL that apply.☐  Sensuality
☐  Suggestive Dialogue
☐  Nudity
☒  Other: death, dark humor, PTSD themes

☒  Violence – War
☒  Profanity
☒  Sexual situations, activity, or innuendo
☐  Drug Use

Media Title:  The Things They Carried
The media title listed above contains the following Controversial Material: Highlight ALL that apply.☐  Sensuality
☐  Suggestive Dialogue
☐  Nudity
☒  Other: death, PTSD, trauma

☒  Violence – War, racial
☒  Profanity
☐  Sexual situations, activity, or innuendo
☐  Drug Use

Media Title:  In the Time of the Butterflies
The media title listed above contains the following Controversial Material: Highlight ALL that apply.☐  Sensuality
☐  Suggestive Dialogue
☐  Nudity
☒  Other: death, dictatorship themes

☒  Violence – political, torture
☐  Profanity
☒  Sexual situations, activity, or innuendo
☐  Drug Use

Media Title:  Watership Down
The media title listed above contains the following Controversial Material: Highlight ALL that apply.☐  Sensuality
☐  Suggestive Dialogue
☐  Nudity
☒  Other: death, totalitarianism themes

☒  Violence – animal
☐  Profanity
☐  Sexual situations, activity, or innuendo
☐  Drug Use

Media Title:  Wuthering Heights
The media title listed above contains the following Controversial Material: Highlight ALL that apply.☐  Sensuality
☐  Suggestive Dialogue
☐  Nudity
☒  Other: death

☒  Violence – domestic, psychological
☒  Profanity
☒  Sexual situations, activity, or innuendo
☐  Drug Use
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Major Works Data Sheet 2025						Name:
Period:
	Title: 
	POV:  Include purpose
	

	Author: 
	 
 
 
 
___________________________________________
Assertion:
	 

	Date of Publication: 
	
	 

	Genre:  
	
	 

	Contextual and cultural information:
	
	 

	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
	

	
	 
	 

	
	 
	

	
	Conflicts: Give 3, Briefly explain each
	

	
	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________
Assertion:
	

	Plot: Note elements of the Freytag model AND Hero’s Journey; also note Flashbacks
	

	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	

	Assertion:
	



 
	Characters

	Name
	Significance of Name
	Characterization
	Values (2)
	1-2 Important Quotes

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


Major Works Data Sheet
	Setting: Include function
	Significance of the opening scene

	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________
Assertion:
	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________
Assertion:
 

	Symbols and Motifs (3 each): Include Function
	Significance of the ending / closing scene

	 
	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________
Assertion:
 

	Possible Thematic Statements – (elaborate/provide 1-2 supporting examples) minimum of 2

	 
  
 
 
 



image1.png




