🎵 IBDP Music Summer Assignment
Teacher: Ms. Grimes
Course: IB Music (Year 1)
Due Date: First Week of School
🌟 Purpose
Welcome to IB Music! This summer assignment is designed to help you:
· Build listening and reflection skills
· Explore music from different cultures and styles
· Begin thinking like a musician and creator
· Prepare for IB assessments in a low-pressure, creative way
No advanced music theory is required — curiosity and effort matter most!
📌 Assignment Overview
You will complete THREE parts:
✅ Part 1: Listening Journal (Core Task)
✅ Part 2: Musical Identity Project
✅ Part 3: Creative Music Task (Choice-Based)
🎧 PART 1: Listening Journal
Complete 5 entries total
Instructions:
Listen to 5 different pieces of music over the summer. Choose a variety of:
· Genres (classical, pop, jazz, hip hop, etc.)
· Time periods or cultures
Each entry should be 1–2 paragraphs (about 150–300 words).
✍️ For each entry, respond to:
1. Basic Information
· Title & artist/composer
· Genre or style
2. What do you hear?
· Instruments or sounds
· Tempo (fast/slow)
· Texture (layers of sound)
3. Musical Features
· Repetition or patterns
· Changes in dynamics (loud/soft)
· Structure (sections, verse/chorus, etc.)
4. Your Response
· Mood or emotion
· What you liked or found interesting
· Any cultural or contextual observations
🎼 PART 2: Musical Identity Project
Instructions:
Create a project that represents you through music.
Include:
· 3–5 songs or pieces that are meaningful to you
· For each piece:
· Why it matters to you
· Description of musical elements (instruments, mood, style)
· Any personal or cultural connection
Format Options:
Choose one:
· Google Slides / PowerPoint
· Written reflection (1–2 pages)
· Playlist with written annotations
· Short video (3–5 minutes)
🎹 PART 3: Creative Music Task (Choose ONE)
🎧 Option A: Composition
Create a 1–2 minute piece of music using:
· GarageBand, Soundtrap, BandLab, etc.
OR
· An instrument or voice
Include:
· Repetition
· Contrast (different sections or ideas)
Reflection:
Write a short paragraph explaining:
· Your ideas and choices
· What was challenging
· What you learned
🎨 Option B: Creative Response
Respond to a piece of music through another art form:
· Drawing or painting
· Short story or poem
· Video or visual project
Reflection:
Explain how the music influenced your work
🌍 Option C: Culture Exploration
Research a musical culture (e.g., Afrobeat, Indian classical, Latin music, K-pop)
Include:
· Basic background
· Instruments used
· One listening example with description
· Short reflection
📊 RUBRIC (Total: 100 Points)
	Category
	Excellent (A)
	Good (B)
	Developing (C)
	Limited (D/F)
	Points

	Listening Journal (40 pts)
	Detailed, thoughtful responses; clear use of musical vocabulary
	Clear responses with some detail
	Basic descriptions; limited depth
	Incomplete or minimal effort
	/40

	Musical Identity (25 pts)
	Insightful, personal, well-organized
	Clear and complete
	Some explanation but lacks depth
	Minimal or unclear
	/25

	Creative Task (25 pts)
	Creative, thoughtful, strong reflection
	Complete with good effort
	Basic completion
	Incomplete or rushed
	/25

	Effort & Presentation (10 pts)
	Highly polished and organized
	Mostly organized
	Some organization
	Difficult to follow
	/10



✅ Expectations
· Work should reflect your own thinking
· Focus on effort, creativity, and curiosity
· No prior theory knowledge required
· Submit all work in one folder or document (digital preferred)
💡 Helpful Tips
· Use headphones for focused listening
· Don’t worry about “right answers” — explain what you hear
· Try something new and unfamiliar at least once
