IB English A: Language and Literature HL Year 2 Summer Assignment
(I only check email once a month. Please message me in Remind for any questions.) Hernandeziblangandlit.weebly.com

Dear Rising IB Seniors and Parents,

I am so thrilled to end your senior year with IB English A: Language and Literature HL. This will be an excited conclusion to the IB English curriculum. It is not going to be easy…we have all four of our assessments this school year, but it will be worth it.
The Summer assignment will be collected the first day of class.
Overview:
Year 2 IB English A: Language and Literature HL begins with preparation for the Individual Oral (IO) before transitioning into the Higher Level Essay (HLE). This summer assignment is designed to help students revisit the analytical and interpretive skills developed during Year 1 while preparing for the increased complexity of Year 2.

Throughout the assignment, students should focus on how creators construct meaning through language, visuals, structure, perspective, and audience awareness. Strong analytical responses move beyond summary and instead examine how specific authorial choices shape interpretation.


Task 1:
Re-read your Individual Oral (IO) and HLE literary works:
· Othello
· Persepolis
· Things Fall Apart. 
Pay particular attention to:
· narration and perspective
· symbolism and imagery
· tone and mood
· structure and organization
· visual choices
· patterns and repetition
· audience impact
· silence and subtext
· memory and identity
· contradiction and ambiguity





















Task 2: 
Re-watch your IO non-literary text
· Get Out
· Us
· Nope
· Barbie
· Everything, Everywhere, All at Once
· Dangers of a Single Story
· [image: ]Dinosaur Therapy Figure 1: DeBi TiRar Mas FoTOS
Listen to the album. 


Task 3: 

Submission Requirements

Students should also complete one typed analytical reflection (approximately 750–1000 words). 

Choose ONE of the prompts below and respond using evidence from the literary and non-literary works reviewed throughout the summer.
1. Analyze how creators use perspective and narration to shape the audience’s understanding of identity, power, or truth.
2. Analyze how silence, omission, or misunderstanding influence relationships and interpretation across the works.
3. Analyze how creators use structure, visuals, or symbolism to shape audience interpretation and communicate larger ideas.
4. Analyze how individuals struggle against cultural expectations, systems, or societal pressures across the works.
5. Analyze how creators challenge audiences to reconsider assumptions about memory, belonging, identity, or human relationships.

Strong responses should move beyond summary and instead develop an interpretive argument grounded in specific textual evidence and close analysis of authorial choices.

Print out and bring your completed assignment to class on the first day of school.

In addition to the assignment, you will also need to purchase the texts listed below.

You may ONLY use the print version of the texts in class.

Fall Purchase – Need in August 
The House on Mango Street, Sandra Cisneros
The Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini
Winter Purchase – Need in November 
The Color Purple, Alice Walker
Spring Purchase – Need in January
 The Memory Police, Yoko Ogawa

Contact Mrs. Hernandez via Remind over the summer with questions.
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