
IB English A: Language and Literature HL Year 1 Summer AssignmentThe works selected for this assignment will introduce many of the analytical skills and concepts we will continue to develop throughout the school year, including close reading, interpretation, visual analysis, and the study of authorial choices.

Gramisha Hernandez hernandezg@fultonschools.org Hernandeziblangandlit.weebly.com

Dear Rising IB Juniors and Parents,

Congratulations! You have made an important decision to accept the challenge of the IB curriculum, and I welcome the opportunity to work with you. The literary works and authors for English A: Language and Literature HL were carefully chosen from the Prescribed List of Authors and the Prescribed List of Translated Work published by the International Baccalaureate Organization.
Summer assignments will be collected on the first day of class.
Overview: Throughout this assignment, you will analyze how meaning is constructed through language, visual, structure, and perspective. As you engage with each work, consider how creators shape audience interpretation through specific authorial choices. 
Use specific examples from the album, film, and graphic text in your responses. While annotations will not be formally collected, you should actively annotate and engage with each work over the summer. You will be expected to reference and discuss specific moments from the text during class discussions and activities when we return to school.
The guiding questions below are intended to help you think critically about the text and prepare you for the antlytical work we will complete throughout the school year. 
[image: ]As you annotate, pay particular attention to:
· diction and syntax
· symbolism and imagery
· tone and mood
· repetition and patterns
· visual choices and structure
· perspective and audience
· cultural and social context
Strong annotations move beyond summary. As you listen, read, and watch, focus on how creators use specific choices to shape meaning and influence audience interpretation.
Reader, Writer, and Texts – DeBÍ TiRAR MáS FOToS (2025)
Time and Space – CHOOSE ONE: A Quiet Place: A Quiet Place (2024) Michael Sarniski OR Slanted (2026) Amy Wang OR Everything Everywhere All at Once (2022) Daniel Kwan and Daniel Scheinert
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Intertextuality – Read and annotate Strange Planet¸ Nathan W. Plye  
[image: Strange Planet]

Students should complete written responses using specific examples from the assigned works. You are expected to respond to all of the guiding conceptual questions, but you do not need to answer each question using all three works. The guiding conceptual questions are intended to support your thinking and analysis rather than function as separate prompts for every text. Responses should demonstrate thoughtful engagement with the works and may be completed in complete paragraphs. Be sure to reference the assigned texts directly when supporting your ideas. 

Readers, writers and texts aims to introduce students to the skills and approaches required to closely examine texts as well as to introduce metacognitive awareness of the nature of the discipline by considering the following guiding conceptual questions:
1. ​Why and how do we study language and literature?
2. How are we affected by texts in various ways?
3. In what ways is meaning constructed, negotiated, expressed and interpreted?
4. How does language use vary amongst text types and amongst literary forms?
5. How does the structure or style of a text affect meaning?
6. How do texts offer insights and challenges?

Time and space aims to broaden student understanding of the open, plural, or cosmopolitan nature of texts ranging from advertisements to poems by considering the following guiding conceptual questions:


1. How important is cultural or historical context to the production and reception of a text?​
2. How do we approach texts from different times and cultures to our own?
3. To what extent do texts offer insight into another culture?
4. How does the meaning and impact of a text change over time?
5. How do texts reflect, represent or form a part of cultural practices?
6. How does language represent social distinctions and identities?

Intertextuality aims to give students a sense of the ways in which texts exist in a system of relationships with other communicative acts past and present. Students will further engage with literary and linguistic traditions and new directions by considering the following guiding conceptual questions:


1. How do texts adhere to and deviate from conventions associated with literary forms or text types?
2. How do conventions and systems of reference evolve over time?
3. In what ways can diverse texts share points of similarity?
4. How valid is the notion of a classic text?
5. How can texts offer multiple perspectives of a single issue, topic or theme?
6. In what ways can comparison and interpretation be transformative?

You may ONLY use the print version of the texts in class.
Fall Purchase – Need in August 
The House on Mango Street, Sandra Cisneros
The Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini
Watchmen, Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons
 Winter Purchase – Need in November 
Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe
Spring Purchase – Need in January
Trifles, Susan Glaspell
Contact Mrs. Hernandez via Remind over the summer with questions.
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