Saint Mark Catholic School
Language Arts Rising 8th Grade Summer Reading 2026-2027

Select and read a novel of your choice from the list on the following pages. When finished, you will write a five-paragraph essay of at least 9-10 sentences per paragraph. Make sure to carefully proofread and edit your work before submitting. Use the Language Arts Essay template (in MLA format) to write and submit your work online, which you will find in the Google Classroom “8th Grade Class Information” (CLASS CODE e3q67yp). 

This assignment is worth 100 points and is due no later than the first Friday of class in August (August 21st). Late submissions will result in a reduction in points.

In your essay: 
Paragraph 1
· Identify the title of the novel, the protagonist and the setting, and briefly summarize the story in the first paragraph. Most importantly, what is the main character’s biggest problem?  Characters can experience more than one conflict in a novel.
(think types of conflict: man v man, society, nature, self, fate)

· Then, in your thesis (your main argument statement in your essay at the end of your first paragraph), explain how the main character changes from the beginning of the work to the end. One sentence. 
Paragraphs 2-4
· In the following three paragraphs, write about what the character is like in the beginning, the middle, and the end. Given the conflicts they face, how do they change and grow because of them? Show how the character is transitioning in their words, thoughts, and actions.  Include three (3) quotes, properly introduced and formatted, showing that progression (one quote from the beginning, one from the middle, and one from the end/climax of the novel). Keep your quotes in story order. Make sure to explain why each quote is important in support of your thesis and include a proper parenthetical citation for each quote. Example: (Fleeman 1). (Author’s Last Name and Page Number).
Paragraph 5
· A conclusion paragraph should be a review of your thesis and discussion of how the main character did or did not meet your thesis statement. 
· You may include in this paragraph a brief, personal reflection about how you connected (or didn’t) with the main character. 
Your essay should be structured as follows:
Paragraph 1: Introduction and Thesis Statement
Paragraph 2: What is the character like in the beginning (1 quote)
Paragraph 3: What is the character like in the middle (1 quote)
Paragraph 4: What is the character like in the end (1 quote)
Paragraph 5: Conclusion

****************************************************************************************************
WHEN YOU SUBMIT IT ONLINE THE SYSTEM WILL CHECK FOR PLAGIARISM (IF YOU COPY FROM ANOTHER SOURCE OR ANOTHER STUDENT’S ESSAY, OR YOU COPY FROM SOMEONE ELSE). PLAGIARISM  OR USE OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE WILL RESULT IN A FAILING GRADE.
****************************************************************************************************
BOOK CHOICES

Northwind, by Gary Paulsen
When a deadly plague reaches the small fish camp where he lives, an orphan named Leif is forced to take to the water in a cedar canoe. He flees northward, following a wild, fjord-riven shore, navigating from one danger to the next, unsure of his destination. Yet the deeper into his journey he paddles, the closer he comes to his truest self as he connects to “the heartbeat of the ocean . . . the pulse of the sea.” With hints of Nordic mythology and an irresistible narrative pull, Northwind is Gary Paulsen at his captivating, adventuresome best. Fiction 256 pages							
Tangerine, by Edward Bloor
Paul Fisher sees the world from behind glasses so thick he looks like a bug-eyed alien. But he’s not so blind that he can’t see there are some very unusual things about his family’s new home in Tangerine County, Florida.
Where else does a sinkhole swallow the local school, fire burn underground for years, and lightning strike at the same time every day? The chaos is compounded by constant harassment from his football-star brother. Fiction 320 pages
The Tequila Worm, by Viola Canales

Sofia comes from a family of storytellers. Here are her tales of growing up in the barrio, full of the magic and mystery of family traditions: making Easter cascarones, celebrating el Dia de los Muertos, preparing for quincea–era, rejoicing in the Christmas nacimiento, and curing homesickness by eating the tequila worm. When Sofia is singled out to receive a scholarship to an elite boarding school, she longs to explore life beyond the barrio, even though it means leaving her family to navigate a strange world of rich, privileged kids. It's a different mundo, but one where Sofia's traditions take on new meaning and illuminate her path. Fiction 208 pages

Counting by 7’s, by Holly Goldberg Sloan
Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical conditions, who finds it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with anyone other than her adoptive parents, but that hasn’t kept her from leading a quietly happy life . . . until now. Fiction 416 pages

Song for a Whale
From fixing the class computer to repairing old radios, twelve-year-old Iris is a tech genius. But she's the only deaf person in her school, so people often treat her like she's not very smart. If you've ever felt like no one was listening to you, then you know how hard that can be.

When she learns about Blue 55, a real whale who is unable to speak to other whales, Iris understands how he must feel. Then she has an idea: she should invent a way to "sing" to him! But he's three thousand miles away. How will she play her song for him? Fiction 304 pages



The Thief Lord, by Cornelia Funk
Two orphaned brothers, Prosper and Bo, have run away to Venice, where crumbling canals and misty alleyways shelter a secret community of street urchins. Leader of this motley crew of lost children is a clever, charming boy with a dark history of his own: He calls himself the Thief Lord.Propser and Bo relish their new "family" and life of petty crime. But their cruel aunt and a bumbling detective are on their trail. And posing an even greater threat to the boys' freedom is something from a forgotten past: a beautiful magical treasure with the power to spin time itself. Fiction 368 pages 

Fever 1793, by Laurie Halse Anderson
It's late summer 1793, and the streets of Philadelphia are abuzz with mosquitoes and rumors of fever. Down near the docks, many have taken ill, and the fatalities are mounting. Now they include Polly, the serving girl at the Cook Coffeehouse. But fourteen-year-old Mattie Cook doesn't get a moment to mourn the passing of her childhood playmate. New customers have overrun her family's coffee shop, located far from the mosquito-infested river, and Mattie's concerns of fever are all but overshadowed by dreams of growing her family's small business into a thriving enterprise. But when the fever begins to strike closer to home, Mattie's struggle to build a new life must give way to a new fight-the fight to stay alive. Fiction 264 pages 

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle, by Avi
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle joins the Scholastic Gold line, which features award-winning and beloved novels. Includes exclusive bonus content!A Newbery Honor Book* "A thrilling tale, tautly plotted, vividly narrated." --Kirkus Reviews, starred reviewThirteen-year-old Charlotte Doyle is excited to return home from her school in England to her family in Rhode Island in the summer of 1832. But when the two families she was supposed to travel with mysteriously cancel their trips, Charlotte finds herself the lone passenger on a long sea voyage with a cruel captain and a mutinous crew. Worse yet, soon after. Fiction 240 pages.

The Call of the Wild, by Jack London
The domesticated life of a powerful St. Bernard-Shepherd mix named Buck is quickly turned on end when he is stolen away from his master and put to work as a sled dog in Alaska. His once life of luxury turns into a life of survival and adaptation as he learns the ways of the wilderness. Fiction 108 pages

A Night to Remember, by Walter Lord
First published in 1955, A Night to Remember remains a completely riveting account of the Titanic's fatal collision and the behavior of the passengers and crew, both noble and ignominious. Non-fiction 182 pages.

Hiroshima, John Hersey
 “One of the great classics of the war" (The New Republic) that tells what happened in Hiroshima during World War II through the memories of the survivors of the first atomic bomb ever dropped on a city. Non-fiction 



Refugee, Alan Gratz
JOSEF is a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of concentration camps looming, he and his family board a ship bound for the other side of the world...
ISABEL is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing her country, she and her family set out on a raft, hoping to find safety in America… Fiction 352 pages
The Seventh Most Important Thing, by Shelley Pearsall
Arthur T. Owens grabbed a brick and hurled it at the trash picker. Arthur had his reasons, and the brick hit the Junk Man in the arm, not the head. But none of that matters to the judge—he is ready to send Arthur to juvie forever. Amazingly, it’s the Junk Man himself who offers an alternative: 120 hours of community service . . . working for him.
 
Arthur is given a rickety shopping cart and a list of the Seven Most Important Things: glass bottles, foil, cardboard, pieces of wood, lightbulbs, coffee cans, and mirrors. He can’t believe it—is he really supposed to rummage through people’s trash? But it isn’t long before Arthur realizes there’s more to the Junk Man than meets the eye, and the “trash” he’s collecting is being transformed into something more precious than anyone could imagine. . . .Fiction 288 pages

The Hired Girl, by Laura Amy Schlitz
Fourteen-year-old Joan Skraggs, just like the heroines in her beloved novels, yearns for real life and true love. Over the summer of 1911, Joan pours her heart and her hope out into her diary — because maybe, just maybe, a hired girl cleaning and cooking for six dollars a week can become what a farm girl could only dream of: a woman with a future.  Fiction 400 pages

Freak the Mighty, by Rodman Philbrick
That's what Max thought. All his life he'd been called stupid. Dumb. Slow. It didn't help that his body seemed to be growing faster than his mind. It didn't help that people were afraid of him. So Max learned how to be alone. At least until Freak came along.
Freak was weird, too. He had a little body--and a really big brain. Together Max and Freak were unstoppable. Fiction 192 pages	
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