
	Saint Mark Catholic School 
Rising 7th Grade (2026-2027)
Summer Reading Responses for ELA & Religion 


[bookmark: _sco0skk3g9g0]Rising 7th graders will:
· Read two books this summer:  
· A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park (720 Lexile level) for ELA & Religion classes
· A book of your choice from the provided list for ELA class
· Complete 3 reading response products: 
· A Call to Action brochure for A Long Walk to Water for ELA class 
· A one-pager for a second book of your choice from the provided list for ELA class. 
· A writing assignment for A Long Walk to Water for Religion class
	Book: 
	Assignment type: 
	Submission & 
Due Dates:
	Helpful 
Hints: 

	

A Long Walk to Water 
	

ELA 
Call to Action Brochure
	
Handmade tri-fold brochure or digital creation submitted online through Google classroom.  

Due no later than Friday, 8/28/26 
to Mr. Castro
	
Start early!  

For the digital option, submit as a Google document in the 25/26 Rising 7th grade classroom. 

	
Your choice from the provided list 
	

ELA One-pager 
	
On paper (see template)

Due no later than Friday, 8/28/26 
to Mr. Castro
	Take a picture of your final product as a back-up.

Select your book based on appropriate individual Lexile level. *7th grade Lexile level is 770-1220L. 

	
A Long Walk to Water
	
Religion writing assignment
	Handwritten submission

Due by Tuesday, 8/25/26 
to Mr. Davidowitz
	



* As always, what you submit should reflect only your own work. Any copied or plagiarized work from another student or online will receive no credit.*
[bookmark: _bhzxe057mjic]



[bookmark: _hne7z59b512u]ELA class A Call To Action brochure assignment for A Long Walk to Water:  
[bookmark: _4zukhpn7oyxg]Hopefully, you came away from reading A Long Walk To Water humbled and inspired!  Your learning challenge is to turn this story’s themes into a real-world, persuasive Call to Action for clean water access by creating an informative brochure that reflects the book’s events and inspires others to take action.  You will: 
1. Select & Analyze 3 Significant Quotes
· Choose 3 powerful quotes (include page numbers) from the novel that relate to themes such as perseverance, survival, hope, family, leadership, or the importance of water.
· For each quote, include a sentence explanation of the quote’s importance in the story and its connection to broader themes/ characterization
2. Create an Annotated Map
· Research and create a clear map showing Salva’s journey during the Sudanese civil war.
· Label these locations on your map: 
· Loun-Ariik (starting village), 
· the route across South Sudan, 
· the Nile River area, Itang refugee camp (Ethiopia), 
· Kakuma refugee camp (Kenya), 
· his eventual return to South Sudan.
· Create a key to symbolize camps, rivers, country border colors, trail, etc.  Use arrows to show the route.  
3. Research Service Learning 
· Research Salva Dut’s organization, Water for South Sudan, and the ongoing water crisis in South Sudan.
· What is service learning? Who is Salva Dut? What is Water for South Sudan? 
· 3 facts about current water access in South Sudan 
· A Call to Action: Propose 1 specific, realistic service learning project you, your class, or school could do 
4. Creative Product: Tri-Fold Brochure or Digital Infographic
(Format Options:  Hand-made tri-fold brochure (legal-size or 11x17 paper recommended) OR Digital 
infographic/poster (using Canva, Google Slides, or PowerPoint).  Your final product must include:
Front Cover:		Creative title, your name, an eye-catching image or symbol
Center Panel:   	Your annotated geography map & key of the journey.   
Left Panel:  		Display 3 quotes & explanations creatively (word art, speech bubbles, etc.)
Right Panel:  		Summarize your research - service learning, Water for South Sudan, & 3 facts   
Back Panel:  		A Call to Action idea:  How could YOU take the next step?  Propose one specific,       			realistic service learning project you, your class, or school could do 
	[bookmark: _rfpank5ia095]Grading Rubric (Total: 100 points)
✔ 3 Quotes & 3 sentences (left panel) – 25 points (page number included, insightful, well-explained)
✔ Geography Map (center panel) – 25 points (accurate map, key, route)
✔ Service Learning Research (right panel)– 10 points (include information about service learning, Salva Dut, Water for South Sudan, & 3 facts)    
✔ A Call to Action idea (back)-- 10 points (reflects thought) 
✔ Overall Product – 15 points (visually engaging, easy to read, well-organized, creative effort)
✔ Overall Grammar, Mechanics & Text Citations – 5 points 



ELA class one-pager assignment for book of your choice:  

· Read a novel of your choice from the list below.  The book title links below will take you directly to Amazon.com, where you’ll find the specific edition, a short summary, and key details such as page count, price, reading level, and more to see if the book fits your interest and reading level.
· After reading, you will create a “one-pager”, an artistic representation of your comprehension of the novel you choose. Refer to Mr. Castro’s “One-Pager Directions” for all details, a template, and examples. 
· The One Pager template is best printed on white card stock if available.
· You may *not* complete this digitally. It must be the student’s own drawing/writing/work. 
“Fellowship of the Ring” by J.R.R. Tolkien  (860L) 
“Black Beauty” by Anna Sewell 1020L 
“Heidi” by Johanna Spyri (1000L) 
“A Single Shard” by Linda Sue Park (920L) 
“Harriet Tubman: Conductor of the  Underground Railroad” by Ann Petry  (1000L) 
“A Wrinkle in Time” by Madeliene L’Engle  (740L) 
“Across Five Aprils” by Irene Hunt (1100L)
“Projekt 1065: A Novel of World War II” by Alan Gratz (780L) 
“Ghost” by Jason Reynolds (730L)
“Treasure Island” by Robert Louis  Stevenson (1070L)
“Call it Courage” by Armstrong Sperry (830L) 
“Anne of Green Gables” by L.M.  Montgomery (590L) 
 “The False Prince” by Jennifer Nielson (710L) 
“Front Desk” by Kelly Yang (640L) 
“Seven Riddles to Nowhere” by AJ  Cattapan (1030L)

[bookmark: _yiljze81krr1]RELIGION class writing assignment for A Long Walk to Water: 
[bookmark: _dke5icz54y53]After reading the book, write a 2-paragraph response exploring the virtues of a protagonist and of an antagonist. Use MLA format: MLA Heading, centered title, 12 pt font, Times New Roman, 1” margins.   
[bookmark: _ldu9xsoc3fuh]Paragraph 1:  (at least 9 sentences long)
· [bookmark: _ws8dbtegimpb]Identify a protagonist and one virtue from the list below that the protagonist embodies.  
· [bookmark: _pqorw84y9g0z]Explain how the virtue relates to what the protagonist experiences. 
· [bookmark: _b0xmd5gci8dj]Explain how that virtue helps the protagonist through his/her challenges. 
· Include one quote from the book to show an example of the character’s virtue.  Explain how the quote is evidence of the virtue. Make sure to include a proper in-text citation identifying the page number for each quote.  Example:  Salva said, “One step at a time, one day at a time, just today, just this day to get through” (77). 
· Lastly, explain how you could use this virtue as you begin your second year of middle school. 
[bookmark: _uuqkqm8rqrdi]Paragraph 2:  (at least 9 sentences long)
· [bookmark: _2s0n2z9rlg1p]Identify an antagonist and choose one virtue (from a different category) from the list below that he/she lacks.  
· [bookmark: _yjcxskhehtlu]Explain how the antagonist lacks this virtue in his/her experiences, personality, and challenges.  How does the character need to work on the virtue that you chose? 
· Include one quote from the book to show an example of the antagonist lacking the virtue you chose and explain.  Again, make sure to include a proper in-text citation by including the page number.
· Lastly, explain how you could use this virtue as you begin your second year of middle school. 

VIRTUE LIST: 

	Category #1:  

PRUDENCE 
(sound judgement)- enables one to reason & to act rightly in any given situation
	Category #2: 

FORTITUDE
(courage)- enables one to endure difficulties & plan for the sake of what is good.  
	Category #3: 

TEMPERANCE
(self-control)- enables one to be moderate in the pleasure & use of created goods. 

	Circumspection: 
careful consideration of circumstances & consequences
	Industriousness: 
the diligent, conscientious, & consistent application of one's time & talents to duties, performed out of love for God and service to neighbor
	Honesty: 
sincerity, openness, & truthfulness in one’s words & actions

	Docility:
Willingness to be taught
	Diligence: 
a persistent, careful effort to perform one's duties & fulfill God's will 
	Humility: 
awareness that one’s gifts come from God; appreciation for the gifts of others

	Foresight:
Consideration of the consequences of one’s actions: thinking ahead 
	Magnanimity: 
seeing with confidence to do great things in God; “having a large soul”
	Meekness: 
serenity of spirit while focusing on the needs of others

	
	Magnificence: 
doing great things for God. 
	Moderation: 
attention to balance in life 

	
	Patience: 
bearing present difficulties calmly. 
	Modesty: 
purity of heart in action, especially in dress & speech. 

	
	Perseverance: 
taking the steps necessary to carry out objectives in spite of difficulties. 
	Orderliness: 
keeping oneself physically clean & neat and one’s belongings in order

	
	
	Self-control: 
joyful mastery over one’s passions & desires



