Required Reading for English 6 and English 6 Accelerated
Welcome to A Hero’s Journey!
                      Students entering 6th grade (English 6 and English 6 Accelerated) must read:
The Last Book in the Universe, by Rodman Philbrick

Below you will find support activities for this required book. This packet is due the first class period, and students will be assessed on the material within the first few weeks of school.  

If you have any questions about summer reading for English 6 or English 6 Accelerated, please write to Mrs. Matute at mmatute@hcnola.org or Ms. Aquilo at kaquilo@hcnola.org. 

The Last Book in the Universe by Rodman Philbrick
Chapter One: They Call Me Spaz
1. What are some words that the narrator uses that indicate his time has a vocabulary somewhat different than the vocabulary we use in 2022?
 
2. Quote the words that are evidence that living in the Urb is a hopeless situation.

2.   How far in the future do you think this story takes place? What makes you think so? 

3.   Who are the Bangers?   

4. Who is Ryter and what do we know about him so far?

Chapter Two: Stealing Is My Job 
 5. What does Spaz mean by the backtimes?  

6. Explain the title of this chapter.

7. Who is Little Face?

8. What item does Ryter say is nothing of value? Why?

Chapter Three: Those Who Remember 
9. What is it that Spaz never thinks about because it gives him a shiver?

10. How does Spaz feel when he rips off Ryter? Why do you think he feels this way?


11. What is a proov and what is the name of the one that Spaz meets?

12. Why doesn’t Spaz hate the proov?  


Chapter Five: Three Rules for Billy Bizmo 
13. After reading this chapter, describe the Bully Bangers and Billy Bizmo.

14.   What is a slummer?

15. What are the three rules for Billy?

Chapter Six: The Thing About Bean 
16. Why does Spaz go back to Ryter’s place?

17.  Describe the story that Ryter gets Spaz to tell him.

18.  What does Ryter tell Spaz about his epilepsy?

Chapter Seven: All News is Bad News 
19. Who greets Spaz back at his crypt and what news does he bring?

20. What is wrong with the fact that Spaz went to ask Billy for permission to leave?

21. What does Billy command of Spaz?

Chapter Eight: The Smell of Lightning 
22. What brings on Spaz’s seizure in this chapter?


23. What happens when the boxers surround and threaten Spaz?

24. Who saves him? Why does the old man offer to take him to Bean?

Chapter Nine: By the Edge We Travel, By the Edge We Live or Die 
25. What is the Pipe?  It was once a part of a great water supply system.  

26. What do you think getting canceled means?

Chapter Ten: Attack of the Monkey Boys 
27. Who turns up in the Pipe that frightens Ryter and Spaz?   

28. How many latches did the runner have to cross through to deliver the message to Spaz about Bean?

29.  When they come out of the Pipe, what does the trio see and what do you think it was in the past?

30. Who swarms in and surrounds them? Why?

Chapter Eleven: Mongo the Magnificent 
31. Describe the Monkey Boys.

32. Why is it a good sign when Ryter, Spaz and Little Face pass the stinking and starving prisoners?

33. Why does Spaz almost laugh aloud when he sees the great Mongo?

Chapter Twelve: The Problem with Looping 
34. Describe Mongo’s condition.


35. What connections can you make between Looping and events in today’s world?

36. Who becomes the boss and what is his title?

Chapter Thirteen: Miles to Go Before We Sleep 
37. Summarize what has happened so far to the travelers.

Chapter Fourteen: Fair Maidens Must Be Rescued 
38. What is happening in this next latch? Do you see a pattern beginning to form as the group travels from latch to latch?

39. Who rescues them and what happens to Ryter?

40. What do you think the people of this latch are rebelling against? 

Chapter Fifteen: In the Zone 
41. What are they riding through and how do they avoid the danger?  

42. Lotti has many names – what are they and what do they each represent?

43. What must the group find and what does Lotti promise if they succeed?

Chapter Seventeen: Looking for Probes in All the Wrong Places 
44. What does Lanaya first suggest about looking for the probe runner?

45. Describe Traderville. Does it remind you of anything in today’s society?



Chapter Eighteen: Mark of the Assassin 
46. Describe the Furies.

47. What does Lanaya say makes things more valuable?  

48.  Whom do they go to in order to find the probe runner?

49. Where do they find that all the probes actually come from?

Chapter Nineteen: Spaz Boy Melts in the Rain. 
50. Why is Spaz so upset with himself?

51. What happens as they get closer and closer to Spaz’s home?

Chapter Twenty: What Bean Believed 
52. What did Bean believe about Eden?

53. Describe Bean when Spaz first sees her.

54. What does Spaz find out about Charly?   

55. What do you know about the disease leukemia? 

Chapter Twenty-One: A Sleep Like Death 
56. How did Little Face entertain them after dinner?  

57. What has happened to Bean?


Chapter Twenty-Two: Their Terrible Swift Engines 
58. Why is Charly against taking Bean to Eden?

59. What does Kay say to Charly that convinces him to let her go? 

60. Who has won the battle between the underground traders and the Vandals? Why is this important?

Chapter Twenty-Three: If the World Were Blue 
61. What is the significance of Bean finding the color blue? What color IS everything?

62. Describe Eden. What does Eden have that the Urb doesn’t?

Chapter Twenty-Four: What the Cyber Said 
63. Describe Lanaya’s palace.

64. What is forbidden for Lanaya to do?  

65. Who do you think the Authority is?  

69. What happens with cyber-intelligence?

70. Why are they not able to treat Bean’s leukemia?

Chapter Twenty-Five: Thinking About the Future 
71. What do Jin and Spaz argue about in this chapter?

72. What is Jin shocked to hear from Ryter?


73. What does Lanaya say is one of the first things they improved with genetic engineering?

74. What does Spaz say about the future?

75. What does Spaz say would be a good way to wipe out the norms?

Chapter Twenty-Six: The Bean is Back 
76. What does the title of this chapter mean? 

77. What do the proovs do to Bean?


Chapter Twenty-Seven: What the Boy Said 
78. What are the two important things that happened on their 7th day in Eden?

Chapter Twenty-Eight: When They Come for Us in the Apple Trees 
79.  What does Bean say about Ryter’s book? What do you think she means? 

Chapter Twenty-Nine: Say Good-Bye to Eden 
80. Why do you think the proovs send Ryter and Spaz back home? 

Chapter Thirty: The Sound of Jetbikes 
81. Why is Spaz so sad and what does Ryter say to cheer him up?

82. Why is the latch in such chaos and confusion and disorder?

83. What does Billy tell Spaz that surprises him?



Chapter Thirty-Two: The Last Book in the Universe
84. Who was the last book in the universe before this chapter? Who is the last book in the universe now?



This is an open Word document.  You may type your answers directly into this document or you may print this document and write your answers by hand.  Bring a printed copy of your work to our first class meeting.  Please do not wait until you get to class to print your work.

