English 5 Summer Reading
Welcome to the Dog Days of Summer!
Students entering 5th grade MUST read:
My Life in Dog Years, by Gary Paulsen
Below you will find support activities for this required book. This packet is due the first class period, and students will be assessed on the material within the first few weeks of school.   

If you have any questions about summer reading for 5th grade English, please write to Ms. Aquilo at kaquilo@hcnola.org. 


My Life in Dog Years by Gary Paulsen
Cookie: A Dedication
1. What kinds of comments does Gary make that makes the reader realize that he has great respect for the dogs? ________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why didn’t Gary anticipate trouble on this particular night? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Explain what happened to ruin a sled run that was going perfectly. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How did Gary help dogs? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. How did Cookie help Gary? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Quote the words that show Gary’s reaction to Cookie’s loyalty. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Snowball: The First Dog

1. How does Gary describe Snowball – how does she look? _________________________________________________________________
2. How old was Gary Paulsen when Snowball became his first dog? _________________________________________________________________
3. Describe how Snowball became Gary’s pet. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
4. What information is given to the reader about Gary’s parents? ______________________
_________________________________________________________________
5. What would likely have happened to Snowball if he had not become Gary’s pet? _________________________________________________________________
6. Why were Gary and his parents in the Philippine Islands? _________________________
_________________________________________________________________
7. Find the parts that tell how Snowball helped Gary to be aware of his surroundings and helped him to learn things. ___________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
8. Why didn’t Snowball return to the United States with Gary? 
_________________________________________________________________
9.   What does Gary say that proves Snowball was important to him. (Quote the words.)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Ike: A Good Friend
1. For several pages before Gary begins to tell about Ike, he reveals information about his time
            as a young teenager.  Tell some of the things that he says about his life at this time:  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Describe how he meets Ike. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What breed of dog is Ike? _______________________________________________
4. In what way was Gary’s relationship with Ike different than it had been with Snowball and 
another dog he had named Trina? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Gary describes some of Ike’s reactions while they are hunting that seem almost like a human.  Give an example of one of these reactions. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Gary says that Ike was a “good friend.”  Tell one way that Ike acted toward Gary as a human 
   	  friend might? ______________________________________________________
7. In what ways can you tell that Ike eventually became very comfortable with Gary? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. One day, without explanation, Ike stops showing up to hunt with Gary.  How long is it before Gary finds out what happened to Ike, and what is the explanation? ________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Dirk: The Protector
1. Why did Gary become for a while what he refers to as a “street kid?”____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why did he take the job at the bowling alley rather than some other job? ______________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Describe how Gary met Dirk. ____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Who was Happy and why wasn’t Gary happy to see Happy? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Why would Happy not be happy to meet up with Dirk? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Did Dirk ever become Gary’s pet? _________________________________________
7. Where did Dirk finally find a home? _______________________________________
Rex: The Farm Dog
1. What did Gary value about the farm dogs he had met working on various farms? _________________________________________________________________
2. What did he want to find out about Rex when he followed him around the farm on that rainy day? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Gary watches Rex herd the cows.  He says that dogs are different than wolves when herding.  
Explain the difference. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What are some of the duties that Gary watched Rex perform? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Caesar: The Giant
1. What breed of dog is Caesar? ________________________________________________________________
2. What makes Gary consider taking Caesar as a pet? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Gary is not a child when he gets Caesar as he was when he Snowball and Ike.  What
is his life like when he adopts Caesar? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. When Caesar’s first owner leaves him at Gary’s, what do you infer about the way the first owner leaves Gary’s house? (Read the description on page 70 carefully.) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. For how long did Caesar grieve for his first master, and how did he show his grief? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Fred and Pig
1. Why did Paulsen buy Fred even though he bit him? ________________________________________________________________
2. Why did Paulsen name his new puppy Fred? ________________________________________________________________
3. What does it mean when Paulsen describes his life as “close to the land”? ________________________________________________________________
4. What did the neighbor recommend to Paulsen that he do to keep Pig out of the garden? _________________________________________________________
5. What did Paulsen forget about when he put the fence around the pigpen? ________________________________________________________________
6. What was Fred's reaction to the electric fence? ________________________________________________________________
7.  Did Paulsen succeed in raising Pig for ham and bacon? Explain.  _________________________________________________________________

Quincy: Wild Dog of the Alaskan North
1. Tell what happened to Quincy before he became Gary’s pet. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. For what reason was Gary in Alaska, which is where he met and adopted Quincy? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What did he trade to get Quincy? _________________________________________

4. With whom did Quincy bond the most? _____________________________________

5. Why will the people at the Dairy Queen never forget Quincy? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Tell the details of how Quincy saved Ruth from a bear. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Josh: The Smartest Dog in the World
1. According to Gary, what are the traits of a Border collie? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What does Gary think is special about Josh? _________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
3. What are some ways that Gary treated Josh as a human? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Quote the lines that show the impact that Josh has had on Gary. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What kind of trouble did Josh get into with his first owner? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Tell some of the things that Gary has watched Josh do that make him such an extraordinary dog.___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. How does Josh feel about doing tricks for Gary? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. How did Josh retaliate when Gary tricked him into catching a rat? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. What is an incident that proves Josh could read Gary’s moods and do something about it? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. How does Josh help out when Gary goes riding with his horses? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
This is an open Word document.  You may type your answers directly into this document or you may print this document and write your answers by hand.  Bring a printed copy of your work to our first class meeting.  Please do not wait until you get to class to print your work.

