   Middle School Summer Reading
2026-2027

Student Name: ______________________ Novel Title: ___________________________

This summer we would like you to do as much reading as you can. Reading will keep your mind active, develop a strong vocabulary, and build your comprehension. Plus, reading can show you different places, people, and teach you things about our world. 
On the first day of school, please remember:
1. Bring your completed packet to class.
2. You will take an AR test over the book you read, so choose a book you have not read before.
a. Please note: if you have already read the book, you will not be able to test again.
3. You will need a copy of the book to use during the first two weeks of school.
 
Instructions:
The Middle School Literature teachers have selected a variety of novels this year to choose from. We hope that each student will find a book to enjoy. You are welcome to read as many books as you like, but you only need to complete the summer reading packet over one of the novels.
[bookmark: _Int_bvDBzEjq]The summer packet is designed to split your book into fourths. 
1. Choose one book from the list that you have not ever read before. 
2. Complete one reading response page over each fourth of the book.
3. Use complete sentences and correct grammar including correct spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.
4. You may work at your own pace; however, we encourage you to complete the novel within four weeks.
5. All the work completed in this packet must be your own unique work.
a. Copying other people’s work, or receiving inappropriate help from others, including AI or other technological sources, means you will receive no credit. We will also need to contact home to communicate with your parent(s) or guardians, and you may earn other consequences for this behavior (see “Plagiarism Policy” in the Student Handbook).
Please remember, this packet is to help you remember what you read, so you will be ready for the upcoming work in the fall. We want you to stay sharp over the summer, so we ask you to practice your reading skills and show us what you can do. 

Happy Reading!

Student Name: Click here to enter text.		Novel Title: Click here to enter text.
Choose one book from the following list that you have not read before: 

	Adventure Books

	Book Title
	Author
	Genre + Short Summary
	Lexile Level
	AR Points

	Refugee
	Alan Gratz
	Historical Fiction - Three young refugees from different eras—Josef (1930s), Isabel (1990s), and Mahmoud (2010s)—face harrowing journeys seeking safety. [Parental Content Note: Violence, death, trauma related to Holocaust, Cuban refugee crisis, Syrian war]
	800
	13

	The Wild Robot
	Peter Brown
	Science Fiction - A robot named Roz wakes up on a remote island and must learn to survive in the wilderness and connect with the animals.
	770
	6

	Hatchet
	Gary Paulsen
	Adventure - Thirteen-year-old Brian survives a plane crash in the Canadian wilderness and must learn to survive alone with only a hatchet. [Parental Content Note: Survival situations, divorce, plane crash]
	1020
	7

	Maniac Magee
	Jerry Spinelli
	Realistic Fiction - Orphan Jeffrey "Maniac" Magee becomes a legend in his town as he breaks down racial barriers and searches for a home. [Parental Content Note: Racism, homelessness, death of parents]
	820
	6

	Science Fiction/Fantasy/Thriller

	Book Title
	Author
	Genre + Short Summary
	Lexile Level
	AR Points

	A Wrinkle in Time
	Madeleine L'Engle
	Science Fiction - Meg Murry travels through space and time with her brother and friend to rescue her father from evil forces.
	740
	8

	Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief
	Rick Riordan
	Fantasy - Percy discovers he's the son of Poseidon and must prevent a war among the Greek gods.
	740
	13

	Aru Shah and the End of Time
	Roshani Chokshi
	Fantasy - Aru accidentally awakens an ancient demon and must embark on a quest through Hindu mythology to save the world.
	750
	11

	The City of Ember
	Jeanne DuPrau
	Science Fiction - Lina and Doon discover their underground city is failing and must find the way out before darkness falls forever.
	700
	9

	Fablehaven
	Brandon Mull
	Fantasy - Siblings Kendra and Seth discover their grandparents' estate is a preserve for magical creatures, but danger threatens when rules are broken. [Parental Content Note: Some scary/dark fantasy elements]
	740
	14

	The Land of Stories: The Wishing Spell
	Chris Colfer
	Fantasy - Twins Alex and Conner fall into a book of fairy tales and must find magical items to get home.
	800
	15

	Scythe
	Neal Shusterman
	Science Fiction/Dystopian - In a world where death has been conquered, Scythes are chosen to control population, and two teens are apprenticed to learn the art of killing. [Parental Content Note: Death, killing, mature themes about mortality and ethics]
	790
	17

	Realistic Fiction

	Book Title
	Author
	Genre + Short Summary
	Lexile Level
	AR Points

	Finding Langston
	Lesa Cline-Ransome
	Realistic Fiction - After his mother's death, Langston moves from Alabama to Chicago and finds comfort in the Harlem Renaissance poet who shares his name. [Parental Content Note: Death of parent, racism]
	760
	4

	Look Both Ways
	Jason Reynolds
	Realistic Fiction - Ten interconnected stories follow different students on their walk home from school, each facing their own challenges. [Parental Content Note: References to gun violence, police shootings]
	750
	6

	Front Desk
	Kelly Yang
	Realistic Fiction - Ten-year-old Mia Tang helps her immigrant parents run a motel while dealing with discrimination and pursuing her dreams. [Parental Content Note: Racism, discrimination, financial hardship]
	830
	7

	Finding Orion
	John David Anderson
	Realistic Fiction - Rion's older brother disappears and his family is falling apart, but Rion finds friendship and hope through stargazing and understanding. [Parental Content Note: Mental health issues, family crisis]
	790
	12

	Ghost
	Jason Reynolds
	Realistic Fiction - Castle "Ghost" Cranshaw has natural running talent but must learn to control his anger and face his past to stay on the track team. [Parental Content Note: Gun violence (past trauma), poverty, anger issues]
	730
	4

	Classic Novels (+50 Years Old)

	Book Title
	Author
	Genre + Short Summary
	Lexile Level
	AR Points

	Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
	Mildred D. Taylor
	Historical Fiction/Classic - The Logan family faces racism and discrimination in 1930s Mississippi while fighting to keep their land. [Parental Content Note: Racism, violence, use of racial slurs in historical context, lynching]
	920
	15

	The Hobbit
	J.R.R. Tolkien
	Fantasy/Classic - Bilbo Baggins embarks on an unexpected adventure with dwarves to reclaim treasure from a dragon. [Parental Content Note: Fantasy violence, battles]
	1000
	18

	Island of the Blue Dolphins
	Scott O'Dell
	Historical Fiction/Classic - Based on a true story, Karana survives alone on an island for eighteen years after her tribe leaves. [Parental Content Note: Death, animal deaths, survival situations, isolation]
	1000
	7

	Bud, Not Buddy
	Christopher Paul Curtis
	Historical Fiction/Classic - Ten-year-old Bud runs away from foster care during the Great Depression to find the man he believes is his father. [Parental Content Note: Racism, poverty, child abuse in foster care]
	950
	8

	The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
	Mark Twain
	Classic Fiction - Tom Sawyer's mischievous adventures along the Mississippi River include treasure hunts, pirates, and getting lost in a cave. [Parental Content Note: Use of racial slurs in historical context, some violence]
	950
	16

	Johnny Tremain
	Esther Forbes
	Historical Fiction/Classic - A young silversmith apprentice becomes involved in the American Revolution after an accident changes his life. [Parental Content Note: War violence, death, serious injury]
	840
	11

	Novels In Verse (poetry)

	Book Title
	Author
	Genre + Short Summary
	Lexile Level
	AR Points

	Unbound: A Novel in Verse
	Ann E. Burg
	Historical Fiction in Verse - Grace tells the story of her life as an enslaved girl who dreams of freedom and reuniting with her family. [Parental Content Note: Slavery, violence, trauma, family separation]
	900
	4

	Red, White, and Whole
	Rajani LaRocca
	Realistic Fiction in Verse - Reha balances her Indian home life and American school life until her mother's illness turns her world upside down. [Parental Content Note: Cancer, terminal illness, death]
	730
	4

	Long Way Down
	Jason Reynolds
	Realistic Fiction in Verse - After his brother is killed, Will enters an elevator with a gun, facing ghostly visitors during his descent. [Parental Content Note: Gun violence, death, revenge, strong language]
	720
	3

	Brown Girl Dreaming
	Jacqueline Woodson
	Memoir in Verse - The author shares her childhood growing up as a Black girl in South Carolina and New York during the 1960s and 1970s. [Parental Content Note: Racism, Civil Rights era discrimination]
	990
	4

	Historical Fiction

	Book Title
	Author
	Genre + Short Summary
	Lexile Level
	AR Points

	Chains
	Laurie Halse Anderson
	Historical Fiction - Isabel fights for freedom during the American Revolution while enslaved in New York City. [Parental Content Note: Slavery, physical abuse, branding, violence]
	780
	11

	Code Talker
	Joseph Bruchac
	Historical Fiction - Ned Begay becomes one of the Navajo Code Talkers, using his native language to create an unbreakable code during World War II. [Parental Content Note: War violence, death, cultural suppression at boarding school]
	910
	6

	Fever 1793
	Laurie Halse Anderson
	Historical Fiction - Mattie must survive the yellow fever epidemic devastating Philadelphia while searching for her missing mother. [Parental Content Note: Disease, death, some graphic descriptions of illness]
	730
	11

	Bull Run
	Paul Fleischman
	Historical Fiction - Sixteen different voices tell the story of the first major battle of the Civil War from both Union and Confederate perspectives. [Parental Content Note: War violence, death]
	810
	3

	Echo
	Pam Muñoz Ryan
	Historical Fiction - A mysterious harmonica connects three children across time and continents during some of history's darkest moments. [Parental Content Note: Nazi Germany, Holocaust references, death, orphanages]
	680
	13








Reader Response 1
 I read from page Click here to enter text. to page Click here to enter text. (First ¼ of your book)

Vocabulary: As you read, write down 2 unfamiliar words, and the exact quote from the book, and the dictionary definition of the word. These words might be completely unknown or a little unfamiliar to you. You need to have 2 words, the sentence from the book, a citation, and the dictionary definition filled in completely.
	
	Word
	Write the sentence from the book. Use MLA citations.
MLA Citation = (last name of author page number) for example: (Twain 5).
	Dictionary Definition

	1.
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	



Connections: As you read, write down 2 connections that you make with the text. Connections can be based on your personal life, background knowledge, or another book you have read. Use complete sentences. Example: This book/character reminds me of _____ because ____
	
	Concrete Detail from the Text
[bookmark: _Int_HR8ZXswS](write the quote here, use MLA citations)
MLA Citation = (last name of author page number) for example: (Twain 5).
	Connection Made
[bookmark: _Int_Rhoexp0N](explain the kind of connection using complete sentences)
	Identify Connection Type (Text-to-Self, Text-to-World, Text-to-Text)

	1.
	
	

	

	2.
	
	

	


[bookmark: _Hlk8056896]
*Write one characteristic the main character has shown in the first part of the novel. Then provide text evidence (quote) that shows the characteristic through actions, thoughts, or words.
	Character Trait: (Not an emotion like anger, but a personality trait like quick-tempered.) Use complete sentences.
	Text Evidence (quote) from novel and page number (use MLA citation).
Explain how the quote shows the Character Trait. Use complete sentences. 

	Character name and trait:

	Evidence:

Explanation: 





Reader Response 2
I read from page Click here to enter text. to page Click here to enter text. (Second ¼ of the novel)

Vocabulary: As you read, write down two unfamiliar words, the exact quote, and the dictionary definition.
	
	Word
	Write the sentence from the book. Use MLA citations.
MLA Citation = (last name of author page number) for example: (Twain 5).
	Dictionary Definition

	1.
	
	

	

	2.
	
	


	


Visualization: Draw a picture of what you visualized while reading this week. Label your picture by providing a 1-line summary or quote from the novel. 
	








Questions: As you read, write down two questions (teacher-like questions) that you have about the text.
	1.
	

	2.
	


*Write a second characteristic that the main character has shown in the second part of the novel. Then provide text evidence (quote) that shows that characteristic through actions, thoughts, or words.
	Character Trait: (Not a feeling like anger, but a personality trait like quick-tempered.) Use complete sentences.
	Text Evidence (quote) from novel and page number (use MLA citation).
Explain how the quote shows the Character Trait. Use complete sentences.

	Character name and trait:

	Evidence:

Explanation: 



Reader Response 3
I read from page Click here to enter text. to page Click here to enter text. (Third ¼ of the novel)

[bookmark: _Int_K8HzpDlp]Connections: As you read, write down two connections that you make with the text. Use complete sentences. Example: The part in the book when _____  is like _____ because _____.
	
	Concrete Detail from the Text
Write a quote here with MLA citations. MLA Citation = (last name of author page number) for example: (Twain 5).
	Connection Made
[bookmark: _Int_KnL9hyQb](explain the kind of connection using complete sentences)
	Identify Connection Type (Text-to-Self, Text-to-World, Text-to-Text)

	1.
	
	
	



	2.
	
	
	





Prediction: Make one prediction about what will happen next in the book. Include why you are making this prediction. 

I predict that 
	



because
	



*Write a third characteristic that the main character has shown in this part of the novel. Then provide text evidence quote that shows that characteristic through actions, thoughts, or words.
	Character Trait: (Not a feeling like anger, but a personality trait like quick-tempered.) Use complete sentences.
	Text Evidence (quote) from novel and page number (use MLA citation).
Explain how the quote shows the Character Trait. Use complete sentences.

	Character name and trait:



	Evidence:



Explanation: 







Reader Response 4
I read from page Click here to enter text. to page Click here to enter text. (Last ¼ of the novel)

Literary Element: Conflicts are challenges in the story between the main character(s) and other forces. Through challenges, characters grow by gaining new knowledge and perspective. You may pull quotes from any part of the book to show challenges that helped the main character(s) grow.
	Evidence
	Opponent
	Analysis

	Cite four examples of challenges faced by a main character(s). Include page number in parentheses (use MLA format for citations).
The conflict and quote can be from any part of the book.
MLA Citation = (last name of author page number). For example: (Twain 5).
	   Against what or whom did this character struggle? 
1. Person v Person, 
2. Person v Circumstances, 
3. Person v Nature, 
4. Person v Society, or 
5. Person v Self
   Identify one challenge per quote.
	Explain: Answer both questions for each quote. 
1. How does the quote show the main character and the opponent in the conflict? (Who is in conflict? Why is there a conflict?)
2. What does the conflict tell you about the main character(s) involved? What does this tell you about the character and his/her personality trait(s)?

	1.
	


	
	

	2.
	


	
	

	3.
	


	
	

	4.
	
	
	




