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WELCOME TO PRESCHOOL/KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION May 20,2026Pre K 4 - Class of 2040
Pre K 3 - Class of 2041
Kindergarten - Class of
2039








[image: ]Welcome to Our Preschool and Kindergarten Programs!
We’re so happy to have your child join our school family! This is such a special time, and we’re committed to making your child’s first school experience joyful, safe, and filled with exciting learning opportunities.

White Rock School Information

White Rock School Staff:
Principal: Dr. Timothy Plotts: 973-697-2414
Main office: Debbie Kalish 973-697-2414 ext.5667 Lorrie Kern ext. 5610
School Nurse: Julia Devore 973-697-2414 ext. 5613
[image: ]Preschool Interventions and Referral Specialist/ Community Parent Involvement Specialist: Dana Williams: 973-697-2414
School Hours:
Regular Day: 9:05am- 3:35pm Early Dismissal: 1:35pm
Delayed Opening: 11:05am- 3:35pm

Attendance

If your child is unable to attend school:

Leave a message: (973) 697-2414 with the child's name, teacher and reason for the absence.

[image: ]Email: Lorrie Kern lkern@jefftwp.org and your child's teacher



Tardies: Arriving after: 9:05 am.

School Calendar
School Calendar:
The calendar for the school year can always be found on our district website under Quicklinks/District Calendars.
The first day of the 2026-27 school year is
Wednesday, September 2nd 2026.
[image: ][image: ]

Transportation

Vanessa Sanchez, Supervisor  (973) 663-5785/ (973) 663-5004 (fax)
Bus:
Every student will be assigned a seat on the bus to and from school, with pickup and drop-off at a stop near your home.
 Private Sitter/Daycare Forms: If you need to make other arrangements for bussing (i.e., babysitter’s home, a daycare, etc.), you must complete a Private Sitter/Daycare application. This can be found on the district website under District Offices/Transportation.
Forms due by: No Later than June 19, 2026 Bus Stop: Your bus stop information and times will be available through our Realtime Parent Portal. You will receive a letter with all the login information in mid August.

Pick-Ups and Drop-Offs:


[image: ]AM Drop-off:  Drop offs must come in between: 8:50-9:05, while the front doors are open.
PM Pick-up: You must send a note/ email to the teacher and to the main office by: 12:00pm in order for your child to have a spot on the pick-up list.
Preschool Pick-up: approximately 3:20pm from the side blue door.
Kindergarten Pickup Dismissal (walker pass) dismissal  3:35pm out the front school door

Before/After Care

 Before/ After Care:
White Rock currently offers before and after care for preschool through third grade.
Contact Jefferson Child Care for more information: info@jeffersonchildcare or (973) 663-2704


[image: ]You may also contact local daycare centers and set up before and after care. Most local daycares will bus to and from White Rock.

Visitors in the Building


PLEASE always bring your photo ID with you when picking up a student.

All visitors are required to enter through the front doors and be buzzed in by the main office.

[image: ]Upon entry, visitors must sign in and provide a valid photo ID for entry or pickup.

[image: ]Lunch and Snacks
Preschool and Kindergarten
Students will have a 30-minute lunch and 30 minutes of outdoor recess- weather permitting.
Bringing Lunch: You can send a prepared lunch from home (foods that do not need to be heated) Please send items in a lunchbox with a handle so they can carry their own lunch independently.
Buying Lunch: We offer two hot lunch options daily and a bagel & yogurt bag option. Students can also purchase milk to drink with lunch. Menus are sent home monthly.
Prices as follows: Breakfast $3.10 Lunch $4.60 Milk $1.15


To purchase lunch or breakfast, students must have money in their account. This can be done by sending in cash or a check (in a sealed envelope with the student’s name & teacher clearly labeled) OR adding money to their online lunch account. To put money in your child’s account, visit our district website and visit the District Offices/Food Services tabs.
Free/ Reduced Lunch:
If you qualify for Free/Reduced lunch, please complete the 26-27 application as soon as it is available in August (found on our district website at District Offices/Food Services) and submit it to the school office.
Snacks:
[image: ]Preschool students should bring 2 snacks and two drinks (1 refillable water bottle) to school each day in addition to their lunch. Please include everything your child will need for their snacks (spoons, napkins, straws, etc.).
Kindergarten students should bring one snack and one drink along with their lunch daily.

Communication: Class Dojo

The Preschool teachers use ClassDojo in place of Google Classroom. Once school starts in September, this will be a primary means of communication between parents and teachers. Teachers can also use this to instantly update parents and share videos and photos of the class. You cannot access the ClassDojo until your child is placed in a classroom.
You can use ClassDojo on any device. It’s a simple, free app for iOS and Android.It can also be accessed through a laptop/desktop at www.classdojo.com
[image: ][image: ]You will be automatically added to the class if you already have an account. If you are new to the school district, please use the invitation sent to you to sign up.

Safety Drills: Fire and Security

A variety of drills will be conducted monthly with the students. The teachers will practice the drills with the students prior to the school-wide drill.
[image: ]Staff is present and available to help teachers and students during these drills.

Schedules


· Both Preschool and kindergarten follow a routine schedule with each part of the day adding to their growth and understanding of the school experience.

· [image: ]	It is imperative that your child arrives on time in the morning to receive the most of their preschool day.

Sample Preschool Schedule
· 9:05-9:20 - Unpack/Breakfast/Check-In/Morning Bins
· 9:25--9:45 - Morning Meeting/Large Group/ Morning Schedule
· 9:45-10:45 - Choice Time
· 10:45-11:05 - Small Group
· 11:10-11:35 - Read Aloud
· 11:35-11:40 - Prep for lunch/Bathroom/Handwashing
· 11:40-12:40  -  Lunch/Recess
· [image: ]12:45-1:05 - Bathroom/Read Aloud
· 1:10 - 2:10 Rest/Nap Time
· 2:10-2:25  -  Snack/Bathroom/Handwashing
· 2:30- 2:50 - Small Group
· 2:50- 3:20 - Large Group Recap
· 3:20 - 3:35 - Pack-up/Dismissal/Bus Rooms

Kindergarten Specials

[image: ]Our kindergarten curriculum is enriched with special classes including art, music, physical education and world language. Kindergartners also enjoy daily recess, and we make every effort to get them outside as often as possible. Please ensure they are dressed appropriately for the weather.

Preschool Curriculum: Creative Curriculum Play Based!
The Creative Curriculum helps children grow their confidence, creativity, and problem-solving skills through fun, hands-on activities and projects. It also supports teachers in creating a warm, engaging, and high-quality learning environment for the children they care for.
2026-27 Creative Curriculum Units:
The First Six Weeks - Rules, routines, friendship skills, problem solving skills, emotions Human Body
[image: ]Weather Restaurants Exercise Pets
Plants SImple Machines The End of the Year

The Pyramid Model for Pre K
The Pyramid Model is a research-based approach that helps early childhood educators support and nurture young children’s social and emotional development.

Why is it important?
Social-emotional learning is how children learn to understand and manage their feelings, set and reach goals, show care and empathy for others, build positive relationships, and make good choices.
[image: ]It’s important helps children feel confident and safe, build strong friendships, handle challenges, and be ready to learn both in school and in everyday life.


•

Although we follow a play based curriculum, it’s not just play!
Play is a vital part of early childhood learning.
Through play, children build the cognitive, social-emotional, and physical skills they need for future success. They grow curiosity, problem-solving abilities, flexibility, and both verbal and non-verbal communication skills.
Children also develop emotional intelligence as they learn confidence, cooperation, sharing, empathy, and how to interact respectfully with others.
[image: ]At the same time, play strengthens both fine and gross motor skills.
It’s much more than “just play”—it’s the foundation for lifelong learning and success!●


[image: ]Pre K Suggested items/supplies

· Backpack - Full size - Large enough to hold a regular-sized folder, school projects and a lunch box. Backpacks will also have a label provided by the school with each students name, homeroom and busroom information on it.
· Footwear:  Students will need to be comfortable doing outdoor and gross motor activities.
· Clothing: Please provide an extra set of weather appropriate clothing including socks.
· A refillable water bottle- labeled.
· Supplies for your child’s specific toileting needs: Diapers (preferably a whole pack), pull-ups (with Velcro sides), wipes, extra underwear, etc if needed- All labeled with your child’s name.



· [image: ]Everything you send in needs to be labeled with your child’s name, including jackets, coats, and
sweatshirts.

Suggested School Supplies- Pre K

These items are suggested/ not required:

· Crayola Washable Markers. (Check with your child’s teacher)
· Crayola Crayons 24 pack. (Check with your child’s teacher)
· 1 four-pack of Play-Doh. (Check with your child’s teacher)
· 	1 box of 2 ½ gallon Ziploc bags. (Store Brand is fine). (Check with	your	child’s teacher)
· [image: ]Package of low odor fine tip dry erase markers. (Check with your child’s teacher)
· Nap time supplies (listed above in the Naptime section)

Naptime/Rest Time for Preschool only


Students will have nap time every day. Students will have a cot to lay on for their nap time. All students must lie quietly and rest for this period, even if they are not napping.
[image: ]A nap mat combo is recommended.
[image: ]

Suggested School Supplies - Kindergarten
· Backpack - Large enough to hold folders, projects, lunchboxes, etc.
· An adult tee shirt (this will be used as a smock for art projects)
· Sneakers - Students will be going outside for recess as long as the weather permits.
· A complete change of clothing (including socks). Please put the items in a bag labeled with your child’s name.
· A refillable water bottle

· [image: ]A teacher specific supply list will be communicated in August with teacher assignments.

Bathrooming/Toileting Needs

· [image: ]We work on several self-help skills during the school year. One of these areas is to address the child’s toileting needs. In preschool, it is often necessary for the staff to change diapers and soiled clothes. In addition, we help with wiping, snapping, buttoning, and zipping your child’s clothing. While we encourage independence, we are here to help your child through their toileting journey.

· Kindergarten students will use the bathrooms independently.

Thank you for coming to preschool and kindergarten orientation
Thank you to all the parents who joined us for preschool and kindergarten orientation! We're so glad you came and look forward to a wonderful year together.
****Dates to keep in mind****
Daycare forms due by June 19th
Teacher Assignments- Mid August via the parent portal
[image: ]All medical documentation due to the school nurse August 15th to avoid exclusion! ( Updated physical and immunization forms) Open House Tuesday September 1, 2026 from 2:00pm-3:00pm

Have a great day!
Dr. Plotts
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Jefferson Township Public Schools
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This school calendar includes 186 days, meets the State minimum of 180 days, and
allows up o six emergency closing days. If additional school days need o be

scheduled, make-up days are as follows: April 10th-14th, starting Aprl 10th, and June,
beginning the 16th. Employees planning vacations during these dates do so at their
‘own risk. Any remaining emergency closing days not used by April Sth may lead o @
revised calendar.

September

1: Al Staff Orientation
2: First Day of School
7: Schools Closed-Labor Day
October
12: Schools Closed-Staff P.D.
November

2-4: Early Dismissal Grades Pre K-6 Only
Parent-Teacher Conferences Pre K-5 Only

586: Schools Closed-NJEA Convention
25: Early Dismissal
26&27: Schools Closed-Thanksgiving Recess
December
1: Delayed Opening-Staff P.D.
23: Early Dismissal
24-31: Schools Closed-Holiday Recess
January
1: Schools Closed-Holiday Recess
18: Schools Closed-Staff P.D.
February
15: Schools Closed-Presidents' Day
March
9: Delayed Opening-Staff P.D.
26: Schools Closed-Good Friday
29-31: Schools Closed-Spring Recess
April
1&2: Schools Closed-Spring Recess
May

31: Schools Closed-Memorial Day
June

14-18: Early Release All Students

18: Last Day of School

BOE Approved: 312312026 (revised)
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