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Larry Abney came to basketball late, but in a few short years he became a Nyack Basketball legend. The Nyack-born Abney played Football when he lived out in Spring Valley, but when he took up Basketball and returned to Nyack, he transformed into one of the most imposing big men around. Growing to 6-foot-7, Larry featured emphatic dunks and blocks that stood out, but he was also lauded for his unselfish passing and drive to improve by Coach Gary Gray (NHSAHOF 2016).  After winning a Section title for NHS, Abney and teammate Chester Felts (2022) became the first Division 1 players in program history. Larry then went on to enjoy a long Pro career. 
After not making the JV team at Spring Valley in 9th grade, Abney made tremendous strides and became a starter on Nyack’s Varsity team in 10th grade. He took his game to another level as a Junior. Larry averaged a double-double and was named All-League, All-County, All-Section and 4th Team All-State. After a 9-10 finish the previous year, Nyack went 21-2, won the League title, and earned the 1 seed for Section finals. Abney had 21 points, 16 rebounds, and key late baskets against future NBA star Elton Brand as Nyack beat Peekskill in the Section championship at the Westchester County Center. Larry was named MVP of the Sectional tournament. 
Going into his Senior season, Abney grew another two inches, and became even more dominant. He averaged 18.5 points, 15 rebounds, and 5 blocks per game, on the way to All-League, All-County, All-Section, First-Team All-State, and All-America Honorable Mention honors. As a Captain, Larry led Nyack to another League title and a 20-0 record going into the Section Final. Although they fell to Poughkeepsie, Abney had left his mark as one of the best basketball players NHS has ever produced. 
Larry led Fresno City College to the State Final Four as a Freshman, before becoming a force at D-1 Fresno State. His Senior year, he broke an NCAA record with an incredible 35 rebounds in one game, and led the team to a Conference Championship and an NCAA tournament berth. Abney then embarked on a Pro career that spanned over a decade, and saw him win All-Star honors in Australia and The Netherlands. He also has given back by working with fellow NHS grads Chester Felts and Steve Canal on supporting non-profits with youth mentoring programs. Larry is currently a player development coach/basketball operations assistant for the NBA’s Los Angeles Clippers. In his time at Nyack, Larry Abney certainly cemented his place as an all-time great in the history of our hallowed Basketball program.
