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A true Nyack legend, Bob Burns will long be remembered for his support of athletics in our school district. He served as president of the Monday Morning Quarterbacks for 27 years, helped transform our local Little League program, and supported his own family as they played for Nyack teams. Bob was famous for his commitment to the MMQB, his dedication to his family, and for making sure that every player was recognized and encouraged.
Robert Burns was born in Yonkers in 1933. He served his country in the Korean War. Bob and his family moved to Rockland County in 1964. The Tappan Zee Bridge had recently been built, and Rockland was developing rapidly. Burns worked for County Asphalt, paving many roads in our area. He became a Manager, and even has a roadway named after him at the quarry in West Nyack. Bob was deeply involved with the local Little League programs, and helped to build the field behind Liberty Elementary School.  
In 1987, Burns became the President of the Monday Morning Quarterbacks, a legendary booster group that supports the Nyack High School Football program. The MMQB feed the players before games, give scholarships to graduating Seniors, and hold fundraisers to finance these programs. If a Football player needs money for something, the group finds a way to provide for them. Bob enjoyed feeding the team breakfast before afternoon games, and dinner before evening matches. He oversaw the increase in scholarships from two to four each year. His proudest moment every year was giving out the scholarships. Burns attended every game, and was active in selling raffle tickets. Another source of revenue was selling ads for the group’s annual journal. Bob even helped coordinate a carnival that was held on MacCalman Field in the late 1980’s. He finally stepped down from the position of President in 2014.
Burns is remembered as a humble man who preferred to stay out of the limelight. He wanted to make sure that everything was done right, but did not want the attention to be focused on him. His colleagues remember that he didn’t really like speaking at events; he wanted to stay in the background. With Bob, it was all about the kids.
Bob was always there for his own children and grandchildren too. His son Robbie played Football and Ice Hockey for Nyack, and Burns never missed watching him. There is a funny story about Robbie’s mom washing his jersey with some colorful clothes, and him having to play a game in a purple uniform! Bob’s grandchildren remember that he was always in the stands, rooting them on, and that he always had advice for how they could improve. He was famous for his big smile when he greeted his children and grandchildren after games. Even though he passed away earlier this year, Bob Burns will live on in many people’s hearts. 

