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Chester Felts’ motivation helped him become one of the best as a student and as an athlete at NHS. On the Basketball court, Felts led Nyack to a Section title, and earned praise from Gary Gray (NHSAHOF 2016) for his team-first attitude and leadership. In the classroom, Chester earned a student-athlete award for having the highest GPA amongst all African-American students in Rockland. He also volunteered at the Central Nyack Community Center, where he had honed his basketball skills growing up. Felts and teammate Larry Abney (2022) would become the first Division 1 Boys Basketball players from NHS. 
Chester’s tremendous work ethic helped him grow from a reserve on JV in 9th grade to a starting Guard on Varsity in 10th grade. He was named a Captain as a Junior, and took the team from a losing record to 21-2. They also won the League title and clinched the 1 seed for the playoffs. Felts hit 5 three-pointers in the Quarterfinals and was named to the All-Tournament team, as Nyack went on to win the Section title. Chester led the team in points, threes and steals, earning All-League, All-County, All-Section and All-State honors. 
With Felts as a Senior Captain, Nyack won another League title and went 20-1. Chester scored 31 points in a Semi-Final win over Panas to put NHS in the Section Final at the Westchester County Center. He led the team in several categories and was All-League, All-County, All-Section & 2nd team All-State. Felts was also named Rockland County MVP. 
At Division-1 Colgate University, Chester became a Captain and three-year starter. He steered the Raiders to a Conference tournament championship and NCAA tournament berth, and finished Top-Ten all time in program history in assists and free-throw percentage. Felts declined Pro offers from overseas to pursue a corporate finance career, but he did play semi-pro ball. Chester has continued to give back to the community through guest speaking and youth mentoring, including with Larry Abney. He is now an Associate Director for ESPN.  At Nyack and beyond, Chester Felts has established himself as a first-class student, athlete, and all-around person, and his Basketball achievements earned him selection by the Journal News as one of the Top 25 greatest Basketball players in Rockland history. 
