Connecticut Superintendent of the Year 
Nomination & Application Process

Nominating a superintendent for the Connecticut Superintendent of the Year is a significant responsibility, as the selected individual will represent superintendents across the state. Accordingly, the standards for nomination are high.
We hope to receive a strong and diverse pool of candidates, as Connecticut is home to many exceptional superintendents.
Eligibility Criteria
The following criteria must be met:
· The nominee must be a practicing superintendent. 
· The nominee must have at least five years of experience as a superintendent. Time served as an assistant superintendent, interim superintendent, or acting superintendent does not count toward this requirement. 
Guidance for Writing a Nomination Letter
When nominating a candidate for State Superintendent of the Year, please clearly demonstrate how this leader exemplifies excellence in leadership for learning, communication, professionalism, and community involvement.
A strong nomination letter should address the following questions:
· What did this superintendent do? 
· Why did it matter? 
· What changed as a result of their leadership? 
· How did students, staff, and the community benefit? 
Leadership for Learning
Describe how the superintendent has responded creatively and effectively to student needs. Highlight initiatives undertaken, challenges addressed, improvements in student outcomes, innovative practices, equity efforts, and the ways in which their leadership has strengthened teaching and learning across the district.
Communication
Illustrate how the superintendent communicates with clarity, purpose, and integrity. Include examples of effective communication with staff, families, students, the board of education, and the broader public. Emphasize transparency, active listening, collaboration, and the ability to unite stakeholders around a shared vision.
Professionalism
Explain how the superintendent demonstrates a commitment to lifelong learning and continuous growth. Include professional development they have pursued, how they remain current in educational leadership, and the ways they foster opportunities, encouragement, and motivation for others to grow professionally.
Community Involvement
Show how the superintendent’s leadership extends beyond the district office. Provide examples of partnerships with local organizations, civic engagement, responsiveness to community priorities, and awareness of broader state, national, and global issues affecting education.
Please remember that your nomination may lead to both state and national recognition for your superintendent and community. For that reason, we encourage you to be as thorough and specific as possible.

Nominate Your Superintendent
To nominate a superintendent, visit https://soy.aasa.org/nominate.  You will be required to register or log in. 
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Please be prepared to explain why you believe your candidate would be an outstanding choice for Connecticut Superintendent of the Year and a strong representative at the national level.
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This award is for Superintendents only.  Assistant Superintendents are not eligible.
Deadline for nominations: No later than 3 p.m. on July 31, 2026.
Once a superintendent has been nominated, they will receive a congratulatory email from AASA with instructions for accepting the nomination and beginning the application process. It is advisable to notify the superintendent of their nomination so they can watch for the email from AASA, as it may be filtered into a spam or junk folder. If the nominated superintendent does not receive the email, please contact Dawn Cole at dcole@capss.org. Dawn can arrange for the email to be resent to the nominee.

Application Process
All nominees must complete an application to be considered for the Connecticut Superintendent of the Year Award.
This comprehensive application requires information including educational background, administrative experience, school district details, and professional growth. In addition, the nominated superintendent must respond to four essay questions, submit a photo and biography, and provide a brief introductory video, no longer than two minutes, in which they introduce themselves and highlight their accomplishments.

Superintendents Application Deadline:  No later than 3 p.m. on Sunday, September 06, 2026.
The application can be found on the AASA’s website at soy.aasa.org.
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CAPSS Selection Committee & Review of CT Applications
A selection committee composed of CAPSS presidents, past Superintendents of the Year, and one representative from each Connecticut Regional Education Service Center (RESC)—ACES, CES, CREC, EASTCONN, EdAdvance, and LEARN—will be established. The committee will review all applications confidentially, meet to discuss the nominees, and ultimately select the next Connecticut Superintendent of the Year.



Notification of Winner
Connecticut’s Superintendent of the Year will be notified by the CAPSS President.
The official public announcement will be made at the annual CABE/CAPSS Convention in November.
AASA National Superintendent of the Year Information
The 2027 Connecticut Superintendent of the Year will be entered as Connecticut’s nominee for the AASA National Superintendent of the Year Award.

Important Dates & Deadlines for the 2027 Connecticut Superintendent of the Year:
· November 1: Deadline for all State Superintendents of the Year to complete the National Superintendent of the Year® application
· December: National Superintendent of the Year® finalists notified
· January: Four finalists participate in a national briefing and interviews at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C.
· February: National Superintendent of the Year® is announced, and all State Superintendents of the Year are honored on stage at the AASA National Conference on Education
· November: Superintendent of the Year Gala and Forum is held in honor of all State Superintendents of the Year and the National Superintendent of the Year® winner.
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Superintendents of the Year

The Superintendent of the Year Program
pays tribute to the talent and vision of
the men and women who lead our
nation's public schools. This program is
sponsored by First Student, Corebridge
Financial Services and AASA.
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Nominate for State Award

The Superintendent of the Year is
selected from those who win their state
awards for Superintendent of the Year.
Please check with your state association
for submission details and deadlines.
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Apply Now!

The Superintendent of the Year program,
sponsored by First Student, Corebridge
Financial Services and AASA, The School
Superintendents Association, pays
tribute to the talent and vision of the
men and women who lead the nation's
public schools.
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