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2026 Upper School Summer Reading Recommendations for Choice Books 
(For Rising 5th-8th Graders)

Looking for ideas for great books to read this summer? Check out this list of books that Middle School students love! Whether you enjoy mysteries, adventures, graphic novels, fantasy, historical fiction, or stories that make you think, there’s something here for everyone. Of course, you can also visit your local library or bookstore to browse other options! Happy reading!

Adventure/Survival: 
Pocket Bear by Katherine Applegate
The Eyes and the Impossible by Dave Eggers
Michael Vey series, by Richard Paul Evans
Refugee, Two Degrees by Alan Gratz
One Wrong Step by Jennifer A. Nielsen
Hatchet, Brian’s Return: A Hatchet Adventure by Gary Paulsen

Classics:
Little Women by Louisa May Alcott
The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett
The Incredible Journey by Sheila Burnford
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
The Wind and the Willows by Kenneth Grahame
Island of the Blue Dolphin by Scott O’Dell
Anne of Green Gables by L.M. Montgomery
Black Beauty by Anna Sewell

Fantasy/Fairy Tale/Science Fiction:
Crenshaw by Katherine Applegate
The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill
The Sisters Grimm Series by Michael Buckley
The Wild Robot series by Peter Brown 
Artemis Fowl series by Eoin Colfer
The Hunger Games series by Suzanne Collins
The City of Ember series by Jeanne DuPrau   
Willow Falls, Twice Upon a Time series by Wendy Mass
The Wildwood Chronicles by Colin Meloy
Eragon series by Christopher Paolini
Magnus Chase, Gods of Olympus, Kane Chronicles, Percy Jackson series by Rick Riordan
The Christmas Pig, Harry Potter series by J.K. Rowling
Impossible Creatures series by Katherine Rundell

Graphic Novels:
El Deafo by Cece Bell
Last Kids on Earth by Max Brallier
Warriors by Erin Hunter
Lo and Behold by Wendy Mass
Buzzing by Samuel Sattin
Wings of Fire by Tui T. Sutherland
I Survived series by Lauren Tarshis
Show Me History series by various authors 

Historical Fiction:
Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson
Al Capone Does My Shirts series by Gennifer Choldenko
Stella by Starlight by Sharon Draper
Dead End in Norvelt by Jack Gantos
Allies, Grenade, Heroes, Resist by Alan Gratz
Iceberg by Jennifer A. Nielsen
A Single Shard, A Long Walk to Water by  Linda Sue Park
Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys
Wolf Hollow by Lauren Wolk

Mystery:
Chasing Vermeer by Blue Balliett
The Inheritance Games by Jennifer Lynn Barnes
X Marks the Haunt by Lindsey Currie
Spy School Series by Stuart Gibbs
Theodore Boone: Kid Lawyer by John Grisham
Alex Rider series by Anthony Horowitz
The Candymakers series by Wendy Mass
Liar and Spy by Rebecca Stead
The Mysterious Benedict Society series by Trenton Lee Stewart

Non-Fiction:
Rocket Boys by Homer Hickam
Unbroken: A WWII Story of Survival, Resilience and Redemption YA Edition by Lauren Hillenbrand
Kids with Courage: True Stories About Young People Making A Difference by Barbara Lewis

Poetry/Verse:
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander
Beanball by Gene Fehler
Garvey’s Choice by Nikki Grimes
Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai
Before the Ever After by Jacqueline Woodson

Realistic Fiction:
The One and Only Ivan series by Katherine Applegate
Ferris by Kate DiCamillo
Out of My Mind series by Sharon Draper
The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise by Dan Gemeinhart
Hoot by Carl Hiaasen
Hello, Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly
The Unlikely Story of a Pig in the City by Jodi Kendall
The Superteacher Project, Schooled, Unplugged by Gordon Korman
Hummingbird by Natalie Lloyd
Rules by Cynthia Lord
Jeremy Fink and the Meaning of Life, Every Soul a Star by Wendy Mass
The Trouble with Heroes by Kate Messner
The Moon Without Stars by Chanel Miller
The Marvels, The Invention of Hugo Cabret, Wonderstruck by Brian Selznick
Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli
All the Blue in the Sky by Renee Watson *2026 Newbery Winner
Harbour Me by Jacqueline Woodson
Front Desk series by Kelly Yang 

Sports Fiction:
Last Shot: A Final Four Mystery by John Feinstein
Football Hero, Unstoppable, Forceout by Tim Green
Babe and Me by Dan Gutman
The Contract by Derek Jeter
The Academy series by T.Z. Layton
Fastbreak, Heat by Mike Lupica
The Kicks series by Alex Morgan
El Niño by Pam Muñoz Ryan
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