Notes from the Lowell Community Relations Council Meeting
Prepared by Lowell School
February 11, 2020, 6:30 pm
Lowell School Parkside Building classroom

In attendance
· 
· Joyce Batipps
· Lizzie Sadoff
· Laurice Redhead
· Cynthiana Lightfoot
· Sharon Giles
· Edmund Atkins
· Amy Mauser
· Wendell Hughes
· Donna Lindner (Lowell)
· Chris Ginter (Lowell)

 
Introductions
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Donna Lindner, Lowell’s Head of School, led introductions and shared about her personal and professional paths leading to her arrival at Lowell.

Fraser site
· Lowell has reached out to contractors regarding the proposed work on the Fraser building site. To date, the cost estimates the school has received are not compatible with our programming needs; the school is considering other available options including leaving the site as it is or requesting permission of the City for an alternative plan. Lowell will convene a task force to facilitate neighborhood communication concerning available options.

Traffic/Neighborhood Agreement
· Lowell has prepared and is ready to circulate a Traffic Calming Investigation request of DDOT relating to the 1600 and 1700 blocks of Kalmia Road and the 7700 block of 17th Street. A draft of the language in the petition was read aloud and suggestions for additional language were proposed. Lowell will incorporate those suggestions into the final version of the petition, which will then be circulated to residents of the aforementioned blocks for signature. Three councilmembers volunteered to help obtain signatures. 
· Neighbors reported instances of Lowell community members not abiding by some of the carpool line regulations agreed to in the Neighborhood Cooperation Agreement. Lowell agreed to send a communication to all parents as a reminder and to step-up on-site reminders and enforcement. 

Signage proposal
· A Historic Preservation Review Board member visited Lowell’s campus in January and was shown mock-ups of Lowell’s proposed signs in situ. HPRB has indicated that they approve of the signs as proposed. The approval process now moves to the Commission of Fine Arts, the DDOT (for public space approval) and DCRA

Front playground
· Signage at the basketball court stating that Lowell’s campus and basketball court close at dusk has been installed. It was noted that the basketball court is still used at night, creating an unwelcome nuisance for nearby neighbors. Lowell and neighbors agreed to continue to work together to address.

New business
· No new business was introduced.


*******************************************************************************

Upcoming dates of interest
· STEMFest						March 14
· Grandguest Day					March 20
· Spring Break						March 21-March 30
· Auction						May 9
· All School Picnic					June 9 
· Graduation						June 10
· Camp begins						June 22		


Upcoming meeting dates
· April 7, 2020
· July 7, 2020
· October 6, 2020
· January 12, 2021
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