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Davidson County Schools has an excellent athletic program. Students in grades 7-12 may participate in the interscholastic athletic program (students at South Davidson may begin athletic participation in the sixth grade). Athletics is a part of the total education and growth experience for student-athletes. It is our hope that student-athletes become responsible citizens and demonstrate a spirit of sportsmanship and teamwork as effective participants in the arena of society.  Davidson County Schools currently offers 5 middle school sports and 20 high school sports.

The educational-based athletic program of the Davidson County School System is an integral part of the total school program, and as such is designed to help our students become better school, community, state, and national citizens. 

While the academic area is the primary focus of our school system, we believe participation in an educational-based athletic program affords opportunities, training and experiences not ordinarily available in the regular curriculum. Education should not only provide for the many but should also furnish a demanding test for the limited numbers who are gifted physically and who are ambitious to excel.  Participation in athletics is “a privilege, not a right”. 

[bookmark: _mqanwwdwm1vq]Vision Statement for DCS Athletics/Extracurricular Activities

Davidson County Schools envisions a thriving extracurricular program recognized as a benchmark for fostering student success in North Carolina, promoting teamwork, leadership, and lifelong wellness, ultimately preparing them to be contributing, productive citizens.

[bookmark: _dqrmm3fpooi0]Beliefs of DCS Athletics
· All students deserve the opportunity to participate in enriching extracurricular activities. 
· Extracurricular activities are an essential part of a well-rounded education. 
· By participating, students develop valuable life skills, such as self-discipline, teamwork, and a strong work ethic. 
· Extracurricular activities can enhance academic achievement, school attendance, and overall well being.
· Through competition and striving for excellence, students build confidence, develop a healthy work ethic, and become responsible citizens.
· Extracurricular activities provide a platform for all students to be valued for their talents and contributions, regardless of background.

[bookmark: _cpzzx0z4g3ws]Mission Statement
Empowering student athletes through excellence in sportsmanship, academics, and character development.
Interscholastic Athletics at Davidson County Schools:
Interscholastic athletics are more than just extracurricular activities; they are integral to the holistic development of student-athletes within DCS. Beyond fostering athletic skills, our athletics programs are designed to nurture the complete individual. Athletics impart essential life skills such as responsibility, accountability, team building, fair play, and determination.
Core Values: DCS places a strong emphasis on academic accountability and fair play. We promote attitudes and practices that prioritize the educational value of sportsmanship and discourage behaviors that compromise integrity and respect.
Inclusive Participation: We believe in providing every student with the opportunity to engage in educational-based competitive athletics, fostering a culture where participation is inclusive and supportive of all.

	
[bookmark: _vdseu51fi261]Athletic Goals of DCS Athletics
The DCS Athletic Department strives to foster well-rounded student-athletes who excel in academics, character, and sportsmanship. We achieve this by:
· Providing opportunities for students to develop teamwork, self-discipline, responsible behavior, and leadership skills.
· Ensuring participation is a privilege earned through commitment to academics and exemplary conduct.
· Creating a competitive environment that prioritizes respect for opponents, officials, coaches, and spectators.
· Instilling a sense of responsibility and accountability in athletes, preparing them for success as contributing members of their communities.
[bookmark: _h63d422vu70p]Objectives of DCS Athletics
Enhance the student-athlete experience:
· By providing highly qualified and well-supported coaches and athletic trainers.
· By offering comprehensive skill development programs that cater to all levels.
· By ensuring access to well-maintained and safe facilities and equipment.
Promote a culture of excellence and sportsmanship:
· By fostering positive team dynamics and leadership development opportunities.
· By instilling respect for opponents, officials, and the game itself.
· By emphasizing academic achievement and responsible behavior as core values.
Optimize program efficiency and sustainability:
· By securing and managing resources effectively to meet program needs.
· By establishing partnerships and fundraising initiatives to support program growth.


Athlete Information 
[bookmark: _fzxfh4do8ezh]
[bookmark: _3rdcrjn]I.	DRESS
Athletes are encouraged to dress appropriately whenever they represent DCS Athletics.
· Must dress appropriately during the school day, at practice, and for all games.  
· GAMEDAY ATTIRE: As an athlete, you represent the community and schools of DCS.  Your appearance reflects on all of us and as such certain standards of dress will be required of you.  We expect you to be dressed appropriately at all contests.
[bookmark: _6jv6wup5gsfa]II. EXPENSES 
Should student-athletes or guardian(s) choose to make purchases related to athletic participation e.g. (camps, trips, clothing, and equipment for personal use or any other purpose related to participation) the expenses will be the sole responsibility of that athlete and his/her guardian(s). DCS and/or the Coaching Staff will in no way to any degree cover or reimburse voluntary expenses at any time. Teams will have fundraising opportunities to cover expected expenses such as spirit wear, camps, and other items not available in the athletic budget Coaches will not require any student-athlete to pay fees. Camps will be treated the same as field trips.
[bookmark: _75lyyzxvs81m]
[bookmark: _lnxbz9]III. INSURANCE 
By its nature, participation in interscholastic athletics includes risk of injury. Although serious injuries are not common in supervised interscholastic athletic programs, it is impossible to eliminate all risks. Participants have the responsibility to help reduce the chance of injury. Student-athletes must obey all safety rules and warnings, report physical problems to their coaches, follow a proper conditioning program, and inspect their own equipment daily. It is strongly recommended that all students be enrolled in a comprehensive accident and health insurance program. This is a requirement for participation in the varsity football program; parents must either provide proof of existing coverage (for football participation) or elect to enroll in the football insurance program (information is available at the school and on the DCS website). 
[bookmark: _5ghj94g29fsl]
[bookmark: _48pi1tg]Students participating in any athletic activity other than football may elect to participate in the voluntary insurance program (more information is available at the school and on the DCS website). This is an excellent opportunity to "cover" your child's participation in athletic activities at a reasonable cost. 
[bookmark: _w3m6lwjnjvz3]
[bookmark: _coswkyvr4gy0]IV. OBLIGATIONS 
All athletes are required to replace lost uniforms or damaged equipment either by payment or restitution of the lost article.  Athletes are responsible for clearing all obligations with their coaches before participating or practicing in another sport (good standing).  

[bookmark: _pnrbkvh4wwj]V. PARTICIPATION PACKET 
In order to be medically eligible for participation in practice or in contests, a student-athlete must have a completed North Carolina High School Athletic Association (NCHSAA) Preparticipation Physical Examination (PPE) Form on file with the school. The PPE form includes the History Form, the Physical Examination Form and the Medical Eligibility Form. Instructions for completing the form may be found on the NCHSAA website. Student-athletes must also complete the DCS Student Athletic Participation Form. Any student-athlete who participates in football must complete the Acknowledgment of Limitations Provided by Helmets agreement.

DCS high school student-athletes are under the supervision of Novant Health Sports Medicine Licensed Athletic Trainers during sporting events. The Novant Health Student-Athlete Consents and HIPAA Authorization Form and the Novant Health Cardiac History are required documentation.

The Concussion Statement will be distributed to each athlete along with other forms necessary for participation. Any student-athlete with a suspected concussion is not permitted to return to participation (practice or play) until the student-athlete receives written release from a duly licensed physician and completion of the concession return to play protocol. 

Student-athletes new to DCS need to complete the DCS Interscholastic Athletics Residency Verification Form. 

ATHLETES MUST SEE A DOCTOR WITHIN 30 DAYS OF INJURY AND FILING A CLAIM AFTER INJURY IS THE PARENT'S RESPONSIBILITY. 
 
[bookmark: _i2ooidzid47v]VI. SCHEDULES
Game Schedules will be available on your schools website, school calendar or by request from the coach or athletic director.

Practice schedules can be made available from your coach. 
[bookmark: _drtwqklm5goz]
[bookmark: _vf7o476z1y1v]VII. SELECTION
DCS student-athletes are encouraged to participate in as many sports as he/she can.  Student-athletes may participate in more than one sport during a season with the approval of the coaches and the athletic director.   Once an athlete begins the in-season training period of a sport, he/she should not quit while that sport is in season.  If an athlete quits a sport they will be withheld from participation until that season is over (includes playoffs).  Athletes may be allowed to transfer from one sport to another during a season with the mutual consent of both coaches and the athletic director.   Each coach has his/her policy on how he/she selects the team.  Coaches will explain their policy to candidates before the season/practice begins.  Skill Development sessions and open facilities (open to all, required for none) are allowed, but shall not be held during any tryout period of an in-season sport, during midterm exams, and the last 5 days of 1st semester and last 10 days of 2nd semester).  All skill development sessions must be voluntary and open to all athletically eligible students.

Insurance is strongly recommended for all those involved in skill development and off-season sessions, including camps. (Insurance information is available at the school and on the DCS website.) 

[bookmark: _qsh70q]VIII.	TRANSPORTATION
The athletic department will provide transportation to and from athletic events.  All student-athletes must travel with the team to athletic events held away from the home school. A transportation waiver must be signed and approved by the head coach if a parent/legal guardian wants to transport a student-athlete home from an away game. This form may be obtained from the coach or the Athletic Director. Student-athletes will be allowed to travel home with a parent/legal guardian with prior written permission. 

Since we practice and play at an off-campus venue, (golf, cross country, and swimming), student-athletes can provide their own transportation to and from practices and home contests.  Because the safety of student-athletes is a primary consideration in the administration of this activity, students must have written parental permission for their participation in each specific sport.  	Under no circumstances will athletes be allowed to travel with other parents or students to or from contests.
[bookmark: _wg2zpj59ewzq]
[bookmark: _ggf7rs2awtvn]IX. WEATHER
According to the Davidson County School System, all sports will follow the DCS and NCHSAA heat restriction policy, realizing that no practices may occur before the end of the regular teacher workday.

On the first day schools are closed due to inclement weather conditions, all school activities shall be suspended.  This rule applies to all games, practices, rehearsals, etc.  	
On subsequent days when schools are closed due to inclement weather, the superintendent designee will decide when school activities (team practices, rehearsals, etc.) may be resumed within DCS. All performances and games that are to be played when schools are closed will require the permission of the superintendent or his designee.	

Under NO CIRCUMSTANCES should students be penalized for failure to attend activities when schools are closed even when special permission to proceed has been granted.
[bookmark: _jsv403mrblw] 
[bookmark: _2p2csry]X.	NCHSAA and DCS ELIGIBILITY REGULATIONS
PROCEDURE PRIOR TO FIRST PRACTICE:
· MEET ALL NCHSAA/DCS ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
· Valid and Completed Physical on file

PROCEDURE PRIOR TO PARTICIPATING IN ANY OUT-OF-SEASON SKILL DEVELOPMENT SESSIONS				
· Valid and Completed Physical on file

PROCEDURE BEFORE PARTICIPATING WITH ANY TEAM THE FOLLOWING MUST BE CHECKED:
· Must be properly enrolled as a student at the time they participate.
· Must have met the attendance policy in the previous semester and passed at least 70% of all courses taken during the previous semester, 
· Middle School: Student-athletes must have passed Math and ELA, along with social studies or science in the previous semester; student-athletes must also have met promotion standards (not have been administratively promoted) at the end of the previous academic school year.
· Must not have exceeded eight consecutive semesters of attendance or have participated in more than four seasons in any sport since entering the ninth grade
· No student may participate on an athletic team if his/her 19th birthday comes on or before August 31.
· Must live with parents or legal custodian within the school district  (exceptions must be approved by the principal and the NCHSAA)
· Must have passed a minimum load of work (3) during the preceding semester to be eligible at any time during the present semester.  Students must also meet local promotion standards set by the LEA.
· Must have received a medical examination by a licensed physician within the last 395 days.  Students absent from athletic practice for five or more days due to illness or injury shall receive a medical release before readmittance to practice or contests.  Players and coaches are encouraged to carry adequate medical and accident insurance.
· Must not have been convicted of a felony, or an offense that would have been a felony if committed by an adult.
· Must not participate in unsanctioned All-star or Bowl games.
· Must not be guilty of Unsportsmanlike conduct, or ejected from the previous contest
· Must not play more than three games in one sport per week, and no more than one contest per day (except for baseball, softball, and volleyball).
[bookmark: _hd4ehcz5eyfd]
[bookmark: _3o7alnk]XI.	CONDUCT
Participation in extracurricular activities, including athletics, is a privilege, not a right. The Davidson County Schools Board of Education expects all students who represent their school through participation in extracurricular activities to be good representatives of their school community. Students should dress, act, and conduct themselves in a way that reflects positively on their school. Each student-athlete is expected to display good citizenship at all times. Taunting is expressly prohibited. Taunting includes actions or comments, which are intended to bait, anger, embarrass, ridicule or demean others, whether or not deeds or words are vulgar or racist. Any student-athlete who fails to conduct himself/herself appropriately may have the privilege of participation limited or revoked. Student-athletes who have been suspended out-of-school (OSS) will not be allowed to practice or play for the duration of the suspension. 

Misconduct will not be tolerated. Misconduct includes inappropriate behavior while you are involved in any way with an athletic department program, including practice, game time, travel time and out of school behavior. 

Specific punishments cannot be listed since varying circumstances such as the severity of the infraction and the student-athlete's reaction to consequences provides too many variables. Coaches, athletic directors, or school administrators will adhere to the student handbook and will address individual instances. However, student-athletes and parents should note that appropriate responses by coaches, the athletic director, or school administrators could range from a verbal reprimand to suspension or dismissal from the 
team. 

[bookmark: _pp9rqf5526bd]HAZING, BULLYING, HARASSMENT, OR INTIMIDATION 
The NCHSAA and Davidson County Schools encourage coaches and other school personnel to create and vigorously enforce rules against hazing and similar practices. Students should report any allegation of misconduct immediately.

(a) Hazing is defined as deliberately subjecting another student to physical injury as part of an initiation,or as a prerequisite for membership, into any organized school group, including any athletic team or other similar group; and is against State law. (G.S. 14-35).
(b) Regardless of a student’s willingness to participate, hazing and other humiliating activities expected of a student to belong to a team or group have many negative consequences. It obstructs the development of good citizens, escalates the risks of participation, negates positive contributions, and destroys respect for self, others and a “wholesome athletic environment.”
[bookmark: _onkq08yekigg]
[bookmark: _jrijd2bpfer8]XII.	NCHSAA Ejection Policy and Penalty 
Sportsmanship/Ejection Policy - This policy applies to all persons involved in an athletic contest, including student-athletes, coaches, managers and game administrators. The NCHSAA may review video, when available, to invoke ejections or sanctions not reported by game officials. Video clips must be presented to the NCHSAA office for committee review within two (2) business days of the contest. The following examples include behavior or conduct which will result in an ejection from a contest: 
	(a) Fighting, which includes, but is not limited to, combative acts such as: 
		(1) An altercation between 2 or more parties that includes swinging, hitting, punching and/or kicking; 
		(2) An attempt to strike an opponent with a fist, hands, arms, legs, feet, or equipment; 
		(3) An attempt to punch or kick an opponent, regardless of whether or not contact is made; 
		(4) An attempt to instigate a fight by committing an unsportsmanlike act toward an opponent that causes an opponent to retaliate; 
	(b) Leaving the bench area -- coming on to the playing area illegally; 
	(c) Flagrant contact, which includes, but is not limited to, combative acts such as:
		(1) Maliciously running over the catcher/fielder without attempt to avoid contact 
		(2) Excessive contact out-of-bounds or away from playing action that is unwarranted and extreme in nature 
		(3) Tackling/taking down a player dangerously in a malicious manner 
		(4) Illegally hitting or cross-checking an opponent in an excessive manner with the stick in lacrosse; 
	(d) Biting observed or determined by an official; 
	(e) Taunting, baiting or spitting toward an opponent or official; 
	(f) Profanity, inappropriate language, racial/ethnic slurs, sexist, or homophobic language; 
	(g) Obscene gestures, including gesturing in such a manner as to intimidate or instigate;
	(h) Disrespectfully addressing an official (physically contacting an official is subject to automatic expulsion and can result in ineligibility for remainder of career); or, 		(i) Use of tobacco products, alcoholic beverages, or other controlled substances. Penalties for an Ejection 
	(a) Ejections during scrimmages 
		(1) Coach or student-athlete is suspended from the remainder of the scrimmage - this is inclusive of multiple scrimmage events on the same day (jamboree). 		(2) Student-athlete must complete the NFHS “Sportsmanship” course before being eligible to compete in next scrimmage or contest. 
		(3) Coach must complete the NFHS “Teaching and Modeling Behavior” course for any student-athlete or coach ejection during the scrimmage. 
	(b) Ejection Penalty - A membership entity shall impose at least the following penalties on a student, coach, or school official who is ejected from an interscholastic athletic contest: 
		(1) For the first offense, the person shall be reprimanded and suspended from participating in the next game at that level of play (varsity or junior varsity); 
		(2) For a second offense, the person shall be placed on probation and suspended for the next two games at that level of play (varsity or junior varsity); 
		(3) For a third offense, the person shall be suspended for one calendar year; and 
		(4) A coach who is suspended shall not coach any team for any grade level during the period of suspension. 
		(5) Penalties are cumulative from sport to sport and from sport season to sport season. If a member of the school’s coaching staff is not present to assume an ejected coach’s duties, the contest shall be terminated by a forfeit. 
	(c) Penalties are not cumulative academic year to academic year. 
	(d) Ejected student-athletes may practice during their suspensions but may not play. 
	(e) Ejected coaches may not be on the premises for a contest. The coach must leave the premises (press box, bleachers, adjacent field, etc.) and must not have any type of contact with the team. 
	(f) Student-athletes who are disqualified or ejected during a contest will remain in the team area for supervision. 
	(g) Anytime a student-athlete or coach is ejected from a contest, he or she does not participate or coach the remainder of that day. 
	(h) The coach is not permitted to be at the game site during his or her suspension, but the student-athlete is allowed at the game site. 
	(i) Any student-athlete or administrator who is ejected from a contest is required to complete the NFHS “Sportsmanship” course before being eligible to return to competition. Any coach who is ejected from a contest must take the NFHS “Teaching and Modeling Behavior” course before being eligible to return to competition. 
	(j) If a team has student-athletes ejected due to fighting, the head coach must take the NFHS Learning Course “Teaching and Modeling Behavior”. It must be completed before coaching in the next game. 
	k) Clarification For Soccer Only 
		(1) Coaches and athletic directors will be responsible for tracking yellow cards accumulated by their student-athletes. 
		(2) Accumulated yellow cards by an individual student-athlete will result in the following: 
			(a) Five (5) yellow cards: post-game ejection. 
			(b) An additional five (5) yellow cards - second post-game ejection. 				(c) An additional five (5) yellow cards - third post-game ejection. 
		(3) A red card disqualification that is not an ejection is the equivalent of two yellow cards. 
		(4) Penalties are enforced at the conclusion of the game, and an ejection report must also be filed at the appropriate time for accumulation of yellow cards.
		(5) Yellow cards are reset to zero once playoffs begin (all previous penalties must be served). 
		(6) If a student-athlete accumulates three (3) yellow cards in playoffs, that student-athlete is suspended for next game. If also during the playoffs a student-athlete accumulates a total of five (5) yellow cards, the student-athlete is suspended for an additional game. 
	(l) For Wrestling, Track, Tennis, Golf, Cross Country and Swimming Any individual ejected from an individual event or individual tournament may not participate for the remainder of the event (entire day(s) of competition or tournament) from which he or she was ejected. Additionally, the individual may not participate in the next scheduled event at that level.

Anyone ejected from a contest may be subject to administrative discipline as well.  Anyone ejected from a contest must meet with the head coach, athletic director, and Principal before continued participation in athletics within DCS.


[bookmark: _5ikdh5uf1g8p]XIII. Substance Abuse (School Board Policy 6.11.6)
The NCHSAA and Davidson County Schools emphatically oppose the use of tobacco (including e-cigarettes/vapor cigarettes), alcohol and other drugs by student-athletes, coaches (including volunteer coaches) and officials.

School Board Policy 6.11.6.G

Participation in athletics and extra-curricular activities is a privilege, not a right. Students
who participate in athletics and/or extra-curricular activities choose to do so, and as a result,those students are expected to make many proper choices as they represent themselves, their families, their school, and their community at all times, not just on the field of competition. A student's eligibility to participate in athletics and extra-curricular activities is dependent upon compliance with all applicable Board policies, rules and regulations. Students, by virtue of their voluntary decision to participate in athletics and extracurricular activities, have a higher responsibility to refrain from drug and alcohol use. Any student who violates this policy on Narcotics, Alcoholic Beverages and Stimulant Drugs (Including Drug Paraphernalia) and Other Prohibited Substances and is subsequently suspended as prescribed by the Davidson County Board of Education will forfeit all rights to participate in the athletic program or extra-curricular activities program as set forth herein.

[bookmark: _wiifavywtbj9]XIV. Partnering with Parents
Parent/Coach Communication Plan
Parenting and coaching are both difficult vocations. By establishing an understanding of each position, we are better able to accept the actions of the other and provide a greater benefit to children. As student-athletes become involved in the athletic program within DCS, they will experience some of the most rewarding times of their lives. Possibly the most important ingredient to achieving this outcome is to ensure that lines of communication are developed to allow for free and easy resolution of questions before they become conflicts. It is important to understand that there also may be times when things do not go the way you or your child wishes. At these times a short discussion with the coach is encouraged. 

The communication you should expect from your child’s coach:
· Philosophy
· Expectations and goals the coach has for your child and teammates
· Locations and times of all practices and contests
· Team requirements, i.e., practices, special equipment, off-season conditioning, etc.
· Emergency procedures in case of injury
· Code of conduct and/or discipline plan
· Changes in schedule due to weather etc.
· Lettering criteria
· Team selection process
Communication coaches expect from athletes and parents:
· Concerns expressed directly to the coach
· Notification of any schedule conflicts well in advance
· Parent’s contact number, including an emergency number
· Notification of special medical conditions
· Notification of illness or injury as soon as possible
Appropriate concerns to discuss with the coach:
· The treatment of your child, mentally and/or physically
· Ways the parent(s) can help the student-athlete improve
· Concerns about your child’s behavior or performance
· Safety of your child
It is very difficult to accept your child’s not playing as much as you or they may like. Coaches are professionals. They make judgment decisions based on what they believe to be the best for all student-athletes involved. As you have seen from the list above, certain things can and should be discussed with your child’s coach. Other things, such as those listed below, must be left to the discretion of the coach.
Issues not appropriate to discuss with the coach:
· Playing time
· Team strategy
· Play calling
· Offensive/defensive philosophies
· Other student-athletes
Some situations may require a conference between the coach and player, or coach and parent. These are encouraged if necessary. All parties involved must have a clear understanding of the other position. When a conference is necessary, the following procedure should be followed to help resolve the issue or concern.
· Student-Athlete-Coach- open door policy for all coaches
· Parent-Coach- done by appointment
If the meeting with the coach did not provide a satisfactory resolution:
· Call and schedule an appointment with the school athletic director.
· Call the school principal to discuss the situation.
· Contact the DCS athletic director only after going through the school athletic 
director and principal first.
[bookmark: _2kbvpgnww8nt]
[bookmark: _2grqrue]XV.	Attendance
[bookmark: _vx1227]It is the responsibility of all athletes to attend school regularly.  They should set an example for all other students.  Athletes cannot participate (dress out) in practice or a game unless they are in attendance (1/2 day) at school.
· All athletes will attend school daily. 
· Athletes should be present in ALL classes during the school day unless excused by parents, faculty, or administration.  
· [bookmark: _3fwokq0]If he/she attends school he/she will be expected to practice unless excused by the coach.
[bookmark: _hsfkbj88426j]
[bookmark: _1v1yuxt]XVI. Athletic Training
Novant Health has provided high schools with a certified Athletic Trainer to provide the best possible care for our athletes.  Athletes are offered a wide variety of services (prevention and treatment) to help meet the demands of athletic competition.  
The following are guidelines to follow when using the athletic training room:
· Do not enter without an athletic trainer, coach, or athletic training student aid
· Only athletes being treated are allowed in the athletic training room
· Do not attempt to treat yourself
· Wear appropriate clothing to and from the athletic training room 
· Do not use or remove any supplies without permission
	
There shall be no athletic practice/workouts during the school day or on Sunday.   Practices may begin after 3:05 PM during the regular school day and on workdays(including teams coached by non-faculty coaches).  The duration of practice (court or field) should not exceed 3 hours including stretch lines and water breaks.

[bookmark: _3l18frh]XVII. Sportsmanship
[bookmark: _2zbgiuw]The following policy statement from the North Carolina High School Athletic Association (NCHSAA) expresses the concept of sportsmanship as follows: Ethics, integrity, and respect are important values in our daily lives.  In the playing arena, they are translated into the word sportsmanship.  Good sportsmanship is a vital part of high school athletics and must be reflected in a commitment to emphasize those positive lifetime values taught by interscholastic athletics.
	
	Students and spectators should….	
· Realize you represent the school as a member of a team; therefore, you must be a true sportsman, encouraging through behavior the practice of good sportsmanship
· Recognize that good sportsmanship is more important than victory by approving and applauding good team play, individual skill, and outstanding examples of sportsmanship and fair play exhibited by either team
· Remember that the primary purpose of interscholastic athletics is to promote the physical, mental, moral, social, and emotional well-being of the players, through the medium of the contest
· Be modest in victory and gracious in defeat
· Respect the judgment and integrity of officials
· Fulfill the pledge you sign before each sports season
	Athletes are expected to…..
· Exemplify high morals, good character, and fellowship
· Respect the integrity of others
· Abide by the rules of the game in spirit and intent
· Demonstrate a continuing interest in personal improvement
· Display good sportsmanship
· Respect the rights and possessions of teammates, coaches, administrators, and officials.













Davidson County Schools 
Spectator Code of Conduct

· Spectators are an important part of the contest and help create an environment that fosters healthy competition. 
· Spectators shall at all times conform to acceptable standards of good sportsmanship and behavior. 
· All spectators' comments and behaviors shall reflect respect for opposing participants, coaches, and game referees/umpires/officials. 
· Spectators shall follow all directives from school administrators, event staff, and law enforcement. 
· Any spectator interfering with play in any way will be subject to immediate ejection from the site of the contest. 
· Spectators will be subject to ejection from the site of the contest for behaviors that are disruptive, unruly or abusive. This type of behavior includes, but is not limited to, foul language and any verbal or physical harassment of other spectators, especially fans of the opposing team. 
· Spectators who witness, or who are harassed by, intimidating behavior and/or comments by other spectators are urged to report these occurrences immediately to school administration, event staff or law enforcement. 
· Physical retaliation, regardless of the actions or comments of other spectators, will not be permitted and will be subject to immediate ejection from the site of the contest as well as a possible ban from attendance at future DCS events. 
· A spectator's behavior reflects on the team that he/she supports. Let others see that you are a fan of a first-class program. 
· Enjoy and have a passion for the game, but remember...IT'S ONLY A GAME! 


[bookmark: _jjx8cstjny2d]





[bookmark: _l73vnfi2cx2y]XVIII. Discipline
	
[bookmark: _bfigmwm0aznk]School Based (School Board Policy 6.11.1)

When serving a school-imposed suspension, (ISS or OSS) the student-athlete will be ineligible for all contests, tryouts, and practices during the suspension period.  This means the student-athlete cannot participate (dress out or attend) during the suspension.	

When serving an athletic suspension, the athlete is expected to demonstrate support for HIS/HER teammates.  Failure to adhere to these expectations may extend his suspension and/or affect his recognition at the conclusion of the season.	

[bookmark: _telbx1tpols5]Team Based Discipline 
The coach may immediately suspend a player for twenty-four hours and at the end of that time suspend them for an additional period not to exceed one week (7 days).  Any suspension period of more than one week shall be determined by a meeting of the athlete’s coach or coaches, and the Athletic Director.

[bookmark: _utqr93624ht]Closure 
The importance of adherence to all regulations in this handbook should be apparent. A firm and fair policy of enforcement is necessary to prevent a travesty from being made of the regulations. The community, school administrators, coaching staff, and athletic director feel strongly that high standards of conduct and citizenship are essential in maintaining a solid program of athletics. We intend to preserve rules that reasonably pertain to the health and safety of the individual and the orderly conduct of sports. We do not wish to establish arbitrary personal preferences to ensure absolute uniformity. The welfare of the student is our major consideration. Hopefully, their welfare transcends any other consideration.	

If an athlete fails to comply with these standards, it will be interpreted by the Athletic Department as an indication that the athlete does not have sufficient desire to participate in the educational-based athletic program.  Therefore, the athlete will be denied the privilege of participating until they can prove this desire. The precise period of suspension will depend upon the violation(s) and the attitude of the athlete. Generally, a minimum of one week will be necessary to prove the desire to participate and to comply with all standards, which have been established for the benefit of the athlete and the team. Repeated or flagrant violations may result in total suspension from the athletic program. The coach may immediately suspend a player for 24 hours and at the end of that time suspend them for an additional period not to exceed one week (7 days). Any suspension period of more than one week shall be determined by a consensus of the athlete’s coach or coaches, and the administration.  	
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