Form a more perfect Union
Bringing the states together to work as one country.

Why is unity important in a country?
Responses:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.




Can you think of a time when people working together made something better?
Responses:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.








Establish Justice
Making sure laws are fair and everyone is treated equally.
What does fairness mean to you?
Family Member Responses:
1.
2.
3.
4.
Why is it important to have rules that apply to everyone?
Family Member Responses:
1.
2.
3.
4.
Ensure domestic Tranquility
Keeping peace within the country.
What helps keep peace in your home or school?
Family Member Responses:
1.
2.
3.
4.
What might happen if there were no rules or ways to solve problems?
Family Member Responses:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Provide for the common defense
Protecting the country from outside threats.
Why do we need protection as a country?
Family Member Responses:
1.
2.
3.
4.
Who helps defend our country today?
Family Member Responses:
1.
2.
3.
4.
Promote the general Welfare
Helping everyone live a good life.
What are some things the government does to help people?
Family Member Responses:
1.
2.
3.
4.
What does a 'good life' mean to you?
Family Member Responses:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity.
Making sure that freedom and fairness continues in the future.

What does it mean to protect our freedom now and for future generations?
Family Member Responses:
1.
2.
3.
4.
What responsibilities do citizens have in securing liberty for themselves and their posterity?
Family Member Responses:
1.
2.
3.
4.
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Preamble at home assignment.

This history assignment that is due next week. Please check your child’s paper for the specific due date. This activity is designed to be a family Socratic discussion, where your child will take notes on each family member’s thoughts and responses.
The focus of the discussion is the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution and its significance in shaping our nation. Students should concentrate only on the five grey-highlighted sections of the Preamble. The directions are located at the top of the assignment page.
Responses do not need to be written in full sentences, key words and phrases are encouraged to help students prepare for their in-class Socratic Seminar. This assignment is meant to spark thoughtful conversations and allow students to hear a variety of perspectives. There are two main questions to reflect on, and students should be ready to share and defend their ideas during the classroom discussion. Attached are some guided questions to support a more meaningful and focused discussion at home with your child. 
Remember, the focus of the assignment is which phrase is the most important to each individual in your family and what each family member would leave out. 
If your child has misplaced their assignment, a printable copy is available on the 4th grade page under the Curriculum section.


