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Kathleen and Tim Harney Middle School
Syllabus & Student Expectations
Publications (Yearbook)  
2024-2025

Teacher:   Mr. Ryan Fromoltz
fromore@nv.ccsd.net
702-799-3270 ext. 3904


[bookmark: _30j0zll]High Priority Objective
Students will be able to create and produce pages for the yearbook. 

[bookmark: _1fob9te]Course Description
This one-year course is an introduction to journalism and layout design. Concepts of journalism are applied
through publication of the school Arts Journal.  Instructional practices incorporate integration of diversity
awareness including appreciation of all cultures and their important contributions to society.  The appropriate
use of technology and digital media are integral parts of this course.  This is an elective course
[bookmark: _3znysh7]Course Goals
1. Apply knowledge of content-specific vocabulary in text to build comprehension.       	 
2. Read a variety of literary and expository texts as models for writing. 
3. Apply the five stages of the writing process:  prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing.
4. Write accurate, unbiased news stories.  
5. Practice writing specialized stories such as features, editorials, and columns.
6. Develop skills in writing copy and headlines and proofreading.
7. Understand and apply effective interviewing techniques.
8. Develop skills in newspaper and magazine layout.
9. Apply layout, cropping, and sizing in photojournalism.
10. Recognize and apply journalistic ethics.
11. Explore career opportunities in journalism
12. Collaborate with peers to complete multi-step assignments.
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[bookmark: _wfd9wgncmthe]Evaluation and Grading System
The following scale will be used to determine a student’s mastery of the course curriculum:

90% to 100%  A
80% to 89%    B
70% to 79%    C
60% to 69%    D
50% to 59%    F

· Summative Assessment (80%): There are TWO (2) forms of assessments – Formal Assessments and Project-Based Assessments. All assessments will count for 80% of the overall quarter grade.
· Formal Assessments: Students will have opportunities to retake a Formal Assessment for a higher grade. It is the student’s responsibility to obtain the additional study materials, to complete the additional study materials, and to schedule a time to retake an assessment. Retakes must be scheduled with their teacher.
· Project Based Assessments: These include writing assignments, research projects, yearbook pages, presentations, etc.  Due to the extended nature and time sensitive nature of the course for project based assessments, make-up for these forms of assessment will not be available. Yearbook is a deadline operation. If a student does not meet the deadline for their pages, it can result in a failing grade and a delayed yearbook at the end of the year. 
·  Formative Assessment (20%): Formative assessment will count for 20% of the overall quarter grade. 
· This will include any rough draft of spreads, assignments in class that introduce new concepts, practice assignments, warm-ups, and more. 

Extra credit assignments will NOT be given in lieu of missing assignments.



Late Work/Assessment Retake Policy
1. If work is not submitted by the due date, it will be marked with an L in the gradebook. After 3 days, it will be marked as a zero. 
2. Late work and requests to retake assessments will NOT be accepted in the final week of each quarter. NO EXCEPTIONS. 
3. Spreads must meet a time deadline for publication.  Students who miss the deadline will not have their story published at the requested time, and others will have to pick up the slack.  

Make-Up Work Policy/Canvas
Following an absence, students will be allowed to make-up any missing assignments, quizzes, or tests. The student is responsible for obtaining the missing work upon return from an absence. The preferred time to obtain missing work BEFORE or AFTER school because it may be necessary to introduce new concepts in detail. The student must check the make-up workstation/Canvas to obtain information about missing work. 
The teacher puts ALL materials in Canvas, regardless of whether we complete the activity on paper in class, or turn it in digitally. Students are REQUIRED to check Canvas daily for updates, especially if they will be absent for any reason.

Classroom Supplies
Students should bring the following items to class daily:
1. Agenda or planner can be a separate notebook or lined paper
2. School binder/folder
3. Paper
4. Pencil
5. Camera to take pictures when needed (if possible). 
6. SD memory card/card reader (when taking pictures if possible.)


						Equipment Contract

In order to use cameras or other equipment provided by Harney Middle School, students and parents must complete the equipment return form and students must submit the paper back to the teacher.  This is a separate document. 

					             Fundraising

Yearbook is part of Harney Middle School’s leadership program.  Along with Cheer, STUCO, and NJHS students will have the opportunity to participate in a trip to Disneyland later in the school year.  More information will be given as it becomes available.   Students will have the opportunity to participate in fundraising to defray costs of the trip and Yearbook merchandise.  Fundraising is not mandatory, but is there to help students offset costs for the trip and beyond.. Students who do not fundraise will not receive financial help for the trip or merchandise.   

						Opportunities 

Students in yearbook have a chance to leave the classroom to go take pictures, conduct interviews and more.  This is a responsibility that should not be taken lightly.  If a student is sent to the Student Success Center at least three times for behavior infractions, it could  result in being removed from the course. 

						   Events

Yearbook requires students to work on events outside of school.  Students will be responsible for at least one outside event each semester when applicable.  Many of Harney’s events can not be covered during the school day, as a yearbook student you may need to spend a couple hours attending and photographing an event.   24 to 48 hours notice will be given when possible. 


						 “Three Strikes Rule” 

Students in publications are allowed privileges that other classes do not have as we go out and interview students and staff, and take pictures for the yearbook.  This is a notice to let families know if students get sent to the Student Success Center at least three times for behavior while in this class they may be dropped from it, and enrolled in another class.  


						
















If there are any questions, please email Mr. Ryan Fromoltz at fromore@nv.ccsd.net or leave a message at 702-799-3240 ext. 3904.  Students, please sign and return this page with all applicable signatures. 

____________________________________________
Student Name

____________________________________________
Student Signature

________________________
Date

_______________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name 

_______________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

___________________________________
Date
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