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RECORD OF BOARD PROCEEDINGS (Minutes)
The Somerset Independent School Board of Education met for a Regular Monthly Board Meeting at 305 College Street, Somerset, Kentucky 42501 at 12:00 p.m. on the 14th day of April 2026.  The members of the Somerset Board of Education are as follows: Scott P. Gulock, Samantha J. Richardson, John W. Tuttle IV, Paula J. Wheeler, and Dr. Elaine A. Wilson.

I. Call to Order
Scott P. Gulock, Chairman, called the April 14, 2026, Regular Monthly Board Meeting of the Somerset Board of Education to order at 12:01 p.m.  Those in attendance were Kyle B. Lively, Superintendent; Scott P. Gulock, Chairman; Dr. Elaine A. Wilson, Vice Chair; John W. Tuttle IV, Member; Paula J. Wheeler, Member; and Winter Huff, Board Attorney. Samantha J. Richardson, Member, was not present.
A. Approve/Amend Agenda for April 14, 2026, Regular Monthly Board Meeting
04-26-01 	Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the April 14, 2026, Regular Monthly Board Meeting Agenda. Dr. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the Superintendent’s recommendation. Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:	 Votes For:	4 	Votes Against:	0


II. Recognitions
A. Hopkins Elementary School – Character Salutes for the Month of March - Initiative
Keldon Garcia and Addyson Walker - Kindergarten
Dawson Salmons and Kendyl Thompson - 1st Grade
Cheisy Morales and Ezra Stykes - 2nd Grade
Emma Wilson and Lincoln Haynes - 3rd Grade
John Tuttle and Charlotte Akin - 4th Grade
Zoe Cross and Jared Stargle - Staff

B. Meece Middle School – Character Salutes for the Month of March - Initiative
Mallie Kate Hoseclaw - 5th Grade
Evan Hughes - 6th Grade
Harper Tuttle - 7th Grade
Michael Padgett - 8th Grade
Holly Stroud - Staff


C. Somerset High School - Character Salutes for the Month of March - Initiative
Brendan McKnight - 9th Grade
Hannah Lackey and Talara Bach - 10th Grade
Amy Rodriguez Mendez - 11th Grade
Jackson Burgess - 12th Grade
Jennifer Sneed - Staff

    Technology Student Association PVC Kayak Competition - 1st Place
Levi Mink
Cooper Neikirk
Shan Patel
Caynan Sizemore
Cameron Underwood
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III. Communications
A. Jeff Wesley, School Principal, Presents the Annual Somerset High School Report
Jeff Wesley, the principal of Somerset High School, will submit to the board, as an informational item, the 2026 annual report.

B. Hopkins Elementary School, January 2026 Approved Site Based Decision Making (SBDM) Minutes, March 2026 School Allocation Funds, March 2026 Activity Funds
Hopkins Elementary School is submitting to the board SBDM Minutes from the January 2026 meeting and the March 2026 Allocation and Activity Funds Reports as informational items.

C. Meece Middle School, January 2026 Approved Site Based Decision Making (SBDM) Minutes, March 2026 School Allocation Funds, March 2026 Activity Funds
Meece Middle School submitted to the board SBDM Minutes from the January 2026 meeting
and the March 2026 Allocation and Activity Funds Reports as informational items.

D. Somerset High School, January 2026 Approved Site Based Decision Making (SBDM) Minutes, March 2026 School Allocation Funds, March 2026 Activity Funds
Somerset High School submitted to the board SBDM Minutes from the January 2026 meeting and the March 2026 Allocation and Activity Funds Reports as informational items.

E. Citizens and Delegations
There was no communication from citizens and delegations.  No action required.

IV. Superintendent’s Report
A. Employment
The following personnel actions have been taken by the Superintendent and are presented as information to the board between regular board meetings.

Employed			Position (transfer to/from)	    		 		Effective Date
Precious Miller-Gibson	Rank V Substitute						  03/11/2026
Jayden Gilmore		Rank IV Substitute						  03/11/2026
Katey Whitt			Rank IV Substitute						  03/11/2026
Gracyn Parkey		Rank IV Substitute						  03/18/2026
Katie House			Rank V Substitute						  04/02/2026
Courtney Girdler		Rank IV Substitute						  04/02/2026
Courtney Anderson		Director I – SACC (Transfer from Instructional Asst. II at HES)	  05/19/2026
Jeff Wesley			Assistant Superintendent (Transfer from SHS Principal)	  07/01/2026
Sarah Burnett		Supervisor of Instruction (Transfer from HES Asst. Principal)07/01/2026

B. Resignations/Retirements/Dismissals
The following personnel actions have been taken by the Superintendent between regular board meetings and are presented as information to the board.

Name			Effective Date	 Position	        Resignations/Retirements/Dismissals
David Walton Akin	03/10/2026		Evening Custodian			Resignation
Eileen Boege		03/18/2026		Instructional Asst. II			Resignation
Christopher Burdine	05/19/2026		Special Ed Teacher-SHS		Resignation
Joan Herron		05/19/2026		Cook/Baker-HES			Resignation
Megan Cummings	05/29/2026		FRYSC Coordinator-HES		Resignation
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Debbie Harris	06/01/2026		Business Teacher-SHS 		Retirement
Donnie Combs	06/30/2026		MMS Principal			Resignation/Transfer

C. Extra Service
The following personnel actions have been taken by the Superintendent between regular board meetings and are presented as information to the board.

April 2026
Jennifer Burgess – SHS Girls & Boys Track Coach
Noah Young – SHS Freshman Boys Basketball Coach
Logan Brett – SHS Boys Paraprofessional Coach
Brandon McIntosh – MMS Baseball Coach
Phil Grundy – SHS Baseball Coach, Baseball Field Prep
James Saindon – SHS Baseball Paraprofessional Coach
Kevin Wallace – SHS Baseball Paraprofessional Coach
Brittany Murphy – SHS Asst. Softball Coach
Katie House – SHS Boys & Girls Asst. Track Coach
Michael Whitis – MMS Boys Soccer Coach

V. Treasurer’s Report
A. [bookmark: _Hlk98246214]Financial Statement, March 2026 Balances, and March 2026 Munis Balance Sheets
04-26-02	Beginning Cash Balance, March 1, 2026			$ 36,605,446.57						Revenues						$   1,790,701.04
Interest						$      111,964.05
Total Revenues				$   1,902,665.09
Expenditures
Accounts Payable (Invoices & Debits)		$   1,626,538.32
Payroll & Health Insurance Reimbursement	$   1,180,345.82
		Total Expenditures				$   2,806,884.14
Ending Balance, March 31, 2026				$ 35,701,227.52
In accordance with KRS 424.220, it is necessary for the board to review and approve the Financial
Statement and Balance Sheet. Superintendent Lively recommended the board review and approve 
[bookmark: _Hlk97710106]the Financial Statement and Balance Sheet for March 2026.  John W. Tuttle IV made a motion
[bookmark: _Hlk198104596]to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  Dr. Elaine A. Wilson seconded the motion. 
The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	4	Votes Against:	0

B. [bookmark: _Hlk98246248]Current Bills (March) and (April)
04-26-03 	Superintendent Lively recommended the board review and approve the payment of current expenditures for March 2026 and April 2026 in the amount of $2,034,203.44. Paula J. Wheeler made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  Dr. Elaine A. Wilson seconded the motion. The motion carried.	
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	4	Votes Against:	0
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VI.    Consent Items
A. Regular Monthly Board Meeting Minutes, March 10, 2026

B. School-Related Student Trip Requests:
1. Somerset High School and Meece Middle School Band students and Meece Middle School Choir students to travel to Pigeon Forge, Tennessee
The board is asked to approve an out of state student trip request from Somerset High School and Meece Middle School Band students and the Meece Middle School Choir students. Megan Lenox, John Lenox, and Brittany Johnson will accompany the students to Pigeon Forge, Tennessee on May 12, 2026. This annual trip to Dollywood serves as a reward/retention trip for the programs.

2. Somerset High School Students and Johnny White to travel to Washington, DC
The board is asked to approve an out of state student trip request from Somerset High School teacher Johnny White. Mr. White is a Kentucky Educational Development Corporation (KEDC) Educators Promoting Insightful Citizenship (EPIC) teacher leader and was chosen to be a chaperone for the trip July 6 – 10, 2026. Once approved, the selection of up to eight (8) students enrolled in the 2026 – 2027 school year will be eligible to apply for the trip.

04-26-04 	Chairman Scott P. Gulock asked the board if there were any Consent Items to be brought out for discussion. Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the Consent Items agenda. Dr. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	4	Votes Against:	0

VII.      New Business
A. [bookmark: _Hlk227220875]Change Order #80230019-01 Submitted by RBS Design Group, PSC on behalf of Henry A. Carlisle Co. for Meece Middle School Renovation and Multipurpose Facility

[bookmark: _Hlk227220984]04-26-05	The board is asked to approve change order #80230019-01 for the Meece Middle School Renovation and Multipurpose Facility. The RBS Design Group, PSC submitted the decrease of $70,500.00 on behalf of Henry A. Carlisle Co. The decrease reflects changes in roof coating. Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve change order #80230019-01 submitted on behalf of RBS Design Group, PSC in the decreased amount of $70,500.00 for the Meece Middle School Renovation and Multipurpose Facility. Dr. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	4	Votes Against:	0

B. Change Order #80230039-01 Submitted by RBS Design Group, PSC on behalf of Oldcastle Aluminum for Meece Middle School Renovation and Multipurpose Facility

[bookmark: _Hlk198114281]04-26-06	The board is asked to approve change order #80230039-01 for the Meece Middle School Renovation and Multipurpose Facility. The RBS Design Group, PSC submitted the decrease of $25,000.00 on behalf of Oldcastle Aluminum. The decrease and change were due to length of lead times.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve change order #80230039-01 submitted on behalf of RBS Design Group, PSC in the decreased amount of $25,000.00 for the Meece Middle School Renovation and Multipurpose Facility. Paula J. Wheeler made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	4	Votes Against:	0
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C. Change Order #07 Submitted by RBS Design Group, PSC on behalf of DW Wilburn, Inc. for Meece Middle School Renovation and Multipurpose Facility

04-26-07	The board is asked to approve change order #07 for the Meece Middle School Renovation and Multipurpose Facility. The RBS Design Group, PSC submitted the decrease of $1,440.00 on behalf of DW Wilburn, Inc. The decrease reflects changes to vendor of roof coating. Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve change order #07 submitted on behalf of RBS Design Group, PSC in the decreased amount of $1,440.00, for the Meece Middle School Renovation and Multipurpose Facility.  John W. Tuttle IV made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	4	Votes Against:	0

D. Donation of Chromebooks

04-26-08	The board is asked to approve the donation of Chromebooks to students in 4th grade, 8th grade, and the senior class. The devices that have been used in these three grade levels are reaching end-of-life which is typically three to five years. Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the donation of Chromebooks to students in 4th grade, 8th grade, and the senior class. Dr. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	4	Votes Against:	0

E. Award Bid for Pizza Delivery
04-26-09	The board is asked to approve and award the bid for pizza delivery from ARM LLC dba Little Caesars Pizza. Two bids were mailed, and one bid was received. The bid for pizza delivery was opened on Friday, April 3, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. by Debbie Loveless, Brianna Fisher, and Chasity Meece. (Little Caesars Pizza, $6.50 per 14” pizza) Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve and award the bid from ARM LLC dba Little Caesars Pizza for pizza delivery services for the 2026 – 2027 school year. John W. Tuttle IV made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	4	Votes Against:	0

F. Award Bid for Soft Drinks/Related Products

04-26-10	The board is asked to approve and award the bid for soft drinks/related products from Coca-Cola. Three bids were mailed, and three bids were received. The bids for soft drinks/related products were opened on April 3, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. by Debbie Loveless, Brianna Fisher, Chasity Meece, two representatives from Coca-Cola, and two representatives from Pepsi. The contract period is 2026 – 2028 with a two-year renewal option
Coca-Cola: 		30% commission on $1.50 soft drinks
30% commission on $1.50 sports drinks
30% commission on $1.50 bottled water
Pepsi Cola: 		30% commission on $1.75 soft drinks
30% commission on $1.75 sports drinks
30% commission on $1.50 bottled water
Modern Vending: 	5% commission on $2.00 soft drinks
5% commission on $2.25 sports drinks
5% commission on $1.50 bottled water
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Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve and award the bid for soft drinks/related products from Coca-Cola for the 2026 – 2028 contract period with a renewal option for an additional two years. Paula J. Wheeler made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	4	Votes Against:	0

G. Award Bid for Nutrition Services Ware Washing Chemicals

04-26-11	The board is asked to approve and award the bid for nutrition services ware washing chemicals from Norvex Supply, Inc. Two bids were mailed, and one was received. The bid was opened on Friday April 3, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. by Debbie Loveless, Brianna Fisher, and Chasity Meece. The contract period is for 2026 – 2028 school years with a two-year renewal option if both parties agree.
Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve and award the bid from Norvex Supply, Inc. for the nutrition services ware washing chemicals for the 2026 – 2028 contract period with a two-year renewal option.  Dr. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	4	Votes Against:	0

H. Award Bid for Vending Machines (Snacks)

04-26-12	The board is asked to approve and award the bid for vending machines (snacks) from C & N Vending.  Two bids were mailed and two were received.  The bids were opened on April 3, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. by Debbie Loveless, Brianna Fisher, and Chasity Meece. The contract period is July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2028.  There is an optional two (2) year renewal option if both parties agree. 
1. C & N Vending                  .05% Commission
2. Modern Vending*	       3% Commission
*Modern Vending’s snack bid was expressly contingent upon award of soft drink bid.
Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve and award the bid from C & N Vending for vending machines (snacks) for the contract period of July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2028, with an optional two (2) year renewal option. Dr. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	4	Votes Against:	0

I. Local Health Initiative Grant Application (retroactive)

04-26-13	The board is asked to retroactively approve the application process for the Local Health Initiative Grant. Somerset High School Family Resource & Youth Services Center Coordinator, Maci Meece, applied for a $500 grant through the local Pulaski County Board of Health funding opportunity. The money from the grant was used to purchase hygiene products. There is no match funds required.
Superintendent Lively recommended the board retroactively approve the application process for the Local Health Initiative Grant.  Paula J. Wheeler made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	4	Votes Against:	0

J. FY 2027 Salary Schedules: Certified, Classified, Extra Service – Administration, Extra Service – School and Coaches

04-26-14	The board is asked to approve the FY 2027 salary schedules. In accordance with KRS 161.760, it is necessary for the board to adopt salary schedules for the FY 2027 school year. The certified and classified schedules reflect a 1% increase with additional increases for select positions to 
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be competitive with other area districts.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the FY 2027 Salary Schedules (Certified Salary Schedule, Classified Salary Schedule, Extra Service - Administration Salary Schedule, Extra Service - Schools and Coaches Salary Schedules).  Paula J. Wheeler made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  Dr. Elaine A. Wilson seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	4	Votes Against:	0

K. GoTo Communications Renewal

04-26-15	The board is asked to approve a renewal with GoTo Communications. The renewal is for thirty-six (36) months with a monthly charge of $1787.38.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the GoTo Communications renewal.  Paula J. Wheeler made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	4	Votes Against:	0

L. 2026 – 2026 University of Kentucky Next Generation Dual Credit Scholars Memorandum of Agreement

04-26-16	The board is asked to approve the 2026 – 2028 Memorandum of Agreement between Somerset Independent Schools and the University of Kentucky. The UK Next Generation Dual Credit Scholars Program is a seamless educational pathway for high school students seeking academic rigor of a Research I institution and a better path for high school students (grades 9 – 12) to receive dual credit toward both high school and University of Kentucky curriculum requirements.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the 2026 – 2028 Memorandum of Agreement between Somerset Independent Schools and the University of Kentucky for the UK Next Generation Dual Credit Scholars Program.  Dr. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	4	Votes Against:	0

VIII.     Adjourn

04-26-17	Chairman Scott P. Gulock requested a motion for adjournment.  John W. Tuttle IV made a motion to adjourn the April 14, 2026, Regular Monthly Board Meeting. Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  The Board meeting ended at 12:45 p.m.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	4	Votes Against:	0









___________________________		_____________________________

Chairman						Secretary 
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