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Summer Assignment- Every written portion of this assignment will be handwritten. 
You will need these works for class during the first few weeks of school, and I will be checking your annotations for a grade. On the first or second session of school, students should be prepared to demonstrate their knowledge of these texts by writing either an essay or taking a quote-based test.

· How to Read Literature Like a Professor, Thomas C. Foster
· HarperCollins Publishers, ISBN: 978-0-06-230167-3
· Choice Text: Select ONE of the following books
· The Hobbit, J.R. Tolkien
· The Princess and the Goblin, George MacDonald
· The Call of the Wild London, Jack London

Engaging with Controversial Materials: Some of these books contain sensitive topics. Feel free to google trigger warnings for these books if you need to. The selection of texts is totally up to you. All studies in language and literature courses will provide the opportunity to engage with a broad range of texts, approaches, ideas, stimuli and interpretations that address topics of personal, local and global significance. These works may challenge learners intellectually, personally and culturally, and involve sensitive and mature topics. The courses studied may explicitly address sensitive topics through texts and issues discussed while inviting students to critically reflect on various perspectives offered. In general, approaching sensitive topics in studies in language and literature courses must be done through an intellectually critical lens avoiding gratuitous excess and/or superficial treatment and bearing in mind the IB’s commitment to international-mindedness and intercultural respect.

Overview:
Over the summer you are expected to complete the following for a grade, the assignments are detailed below:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk134770878]Read and annotate the following chapters from How to Read Literature Like a Professor 
a. Chapter 1: Every Trip is a Quest (Except When It’s Not)
b. Chapter 4: Now, Where Have I Seen Her Before?
c. Chapter 5: When in Doubt, It’s from Shakespeare
d. Chapter 6: . . . Or the Bible
e. Chapter 7: Hanseldee and Greteldum
f. Chapter 8: It’s Greek to Me
g. Chapter 12: Is That a Symbol?
h. Chapter 19: Geography Matters 
i. Chapter 25: It’s My Symbol and I’ll Cry If I Want To
2. Read and annotate choice text   
3. Complete 5 journal entries for choice text.


Annotating:  For each book, complete 3 annotations per chapter minimally.
First with How to Read Literature Like a Professor, and then with choice text, you will need to carefully read through and annotate by noting pithy quotations, important moments, and literary details. Annotating is a way of forcing yourself to read closely, pay attention to the words, process and remember the concepts, and hopefully engage with and enjoy the text.
See this internet source for ideas on what to annotate. Some annotation every few pages should be considered a minimum. 

Do the following:
· Mark things that you like, that puzzle you, that disturb you, that resonate with you.
· Look up words you do not know and write the definitions in the margin.
· Mark any literary devices you are familiar with and any patterns of ideas or images.
· In choice text, mark connections to How to Read Literature Like a Professor
· Jot notes and questions in the margin.
· Talk back to the text by giving your emotional or critical responses.
· Please don’t forget to enjoy the book.

Writing Expectations
As this is a literature and composition course, you will be expected to use every assignment that involves writing to practice your best composition skills. For your journal entries, you will be writing your responses by hand. Your paragraph responses will be graded on the following criteria:


Stand-Alone Paragraph Evaluation Criteria:
1. The first sentence contains the assertion and key words from the question or assigned topic.
2. Paragraph contains two to four explanatory sentences.
3. Paragraph contains three to five sentences about specific details (things in quotation marks).
4. Details are colorful, interesting, and appropriate.
5. Paragraph ends with a good concluding sentence that refers to the assertion without repeating it.
6. Paragraph contains no run-ons or sentence fragments.
7. Paragraph is free of errors in agreement.
A. Subject/verb—singular or plural
B. Pronoun selection correct—singular or plural
C. Pronoun selection correct—subject or object

Journal Entries:

The Hobbit

1. Bilbo’s Growth
At the beginning of the novel, Bilbo values comfort and routine. By the end, he has changed significantly. Describe one moment that shows Bilbo beginning to change. Why is this moment important?

2. Courage and Fear
Bilbo often feels afraid during the journey. Write about a scene where fear influences a character’s actions. How does the character respond to fear, and what does the scene suggest about bravery?

3. Greed and Power
How does treasure affect different characters in the novel? Consider Thorin, the dwarves, or Smaug in your response.

4. The Role of Riddles
Analyze the riddle scene between Bilbo and Gollum. Why is this scene important to the story and to Bilbo’s development?

5. Home vs. Adventure
At several points, Bilbo longs for home while still continuing the adventure. Why do you think people are drawn to adventure even when it is dangerous or uncomfortable?

The Princess and the Goblin
1. Faith and Trust
Princess Irene trusts her grandmother even when others doubt her existence. Write about a time when trust or faith played an important role in the story.

2. Appearances vs. Reality
Many characters or situations are not what they first appear to be. Choose one example and explain its significance.

3. Courage in Ordinary People
Curdie is not a prince or knight, yet he becomes heroic. What qualities make him a hero?

4. The Symbolism of Light
Light appears repeatedly throughout the novel. What might light symbolize in the story? Use specific examples.

5. Innocence and Wisdom
How does the novel portray children differently from adults? What message might MacDonald be communicating through Irene and Curdie?

The Call of the Wild

1. Survival and Adaptation
Buck changes dramatically throughout the novel. Describe one important moment where Buck adapts to survive.

2. Civilization vs. Instinct
How does London contrast civilized life with the wild? Which seems stronger in Buck by the end of the novel?

3. Leadership and Strength
Buck encounters both cruel and effective leaders. Compare two leaders in the novel and explain what makes one stronger than the other.

4. The Meaning of the “Call”
What does the “call of the wild” represent? Why is Buck ultimately unable to resist it?

5. Human Nature Through Animals
Although the novel centers on dogs, London comments on human behavior and society. What criticism or message about humans does the novel communicate?
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