From the Desk of the Superintendent
One of the things I’ve come to appreciate most in my first year as Superintendent is how deeply the greater Wickliffe community cares about this school and our kids.  This year, a Wickliffe Alumnus reminded me what this community is made of.

As you know, the district is navigating a difficult financial period. Following two unsuccessful levy requests in 2025, we are required to reduce our operating budget significantly, and one of those changes is a transition to a full-cost pay-to-participate model for athletics. 

For spring sports this season, that would have meant dramatically higher fees for student-athletes and their families. For our seniors competing in their final season as Blue Devils, that was a particularly hard reality to face. Upper School Principal Nick Gallo and I were determined to find another way. We reached out to alumni and community partners, and one of those conversations led us to James Luthardt, a 2004 Wickliffe graduate. James has gone on to build a successful career as an entrepreneur and businessman, and he stays connected to his alma mater!

James was extraordinarily generous. He covered the full cost of the spring sports season this year, for both middle school and high school student-athletes, ensuring that every Blue Devil who wants to compete this spring will be able to do so! He credits his experience as a student-athlete here with helping shape who he became, and he wanted today’s students to have that same opportunity. We hope to welcome him back to campus this spring to speak with our athletes about his journey.

This was a timely and generous one-time gift for this season, not something we can count on in the future. We are deeply grateful, and hope that his example inspires others throughout the Wickliffe community to invest in our students and their families.


Sincerely, Mike Chokshi
Superintendent, Wickliffe City Schools
